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Ave Maria ! Blefled Maid ! 
Lily of Eden's fragrant fhade, 

Who can ezprefs the love 
That nurtured thee fo pure and fweet, 
Making thy heart a fhelter meet 

For Jesus' holy Dove. 

Ave Maria! Mother bleft, 

To whom, carefiing and carefied, 

Clings the Eternal Child ; 
Favoured beyond Archangels* dream, 
When firft on thee with tendered gleam 

Thy New-born Saviour fmiled. 

Ave Maria ! Thou whofe name 
All but adoring love may claim, 

Yet may we reach thy (hrine 5 
For Hi, thy Son and Saviour vows 
To crown all lowly lofty brows 

With love and joy like thine. 

Christian Year. 
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THE 

FEMALL GLORY: 

OR, 

The Life, and Death of our 

Bleffed Lady, the holy Virgin 
Mary, Gods owne immaculate 

Mother: To whofe facred Memory 

the Author dedicates thefe his 

humble Endeavours. 

A Treatife worthy the reading, 

and meditation of all modeft women, 

who live under the Government of 

Vertue,andareobedientto 

her Lawes. 

By Anth. Stafford, Gent. 

LONDON, 

Printed by Thomas Harper, for Iohn Water- 

Jon, and are to be ibid at his Shop in 

Pauls Church-yard, at the figne of 

theCrowne. 1635. 
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Then (aid the Lord unto me : This Gate (hall be (hut, It (hall not be 
opened, and no man (hall enter in by It ; becaufe the Lord, the God 
of Ifrael, hath entered in by It, therefore It (hall be (hut. — Emcl. xliv. 2. 



Hott&on : 

LONGMANS, GREEN, READER, AND DYER. 

1869. 
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Almighty God (has) given us (His) Only Begotten Son to take 
our nature upon Him, and to be born of a Pure Virgin. 

Collect for Christmas. 

How worthily is (he honoured of men, whom the Angel pro- 
claimed Beloved of God ! Blejfed Mary ! he cannot blefs thee, 
he cannot honour thee too much, that deifies thee not. That 
which the Angel {aid of thee thou haft prophefied of thyfelfj we 
believe the Angel and thee. All generations fliall call thee 
Blejfed, by the Fruit of whofe Womb all generations are blefled. 

Bishop Hall. 

The Blejfed Virgin Mother is undoubtedly the moft highly ex- 
alted and honoured of all creatures . . . All generations, 
according as her Divine Canticle foretold, do call her Blejfed, And 
certainly the higheft honour that can be paid to a creature is due 
to her. Bishop Jolly . 

Shi was Full of Grace, and God poured on her a full meafure of 
honour • . . She had not fet one ftep towards her Mar- 
riage . . . and poffibly had fet herfelf back from it by a 
Vow of Chaftity and holy Celibate . . . And as there 
was no Sin in the Conception, fo neither was there in the produc- 
tion ... for there was nothing in this but the San&fi- 
cation of a Virgin's Womb . . . that Gate not having 
been opened by which the curfe always entered. 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 

Jesus Christ • . . did take upon Him our frail nature in 
the Blejfed Virgin's Womb, and that of her undefiled fubftance. 

Homily on Repentance. 





Ipteface to tfee jQeto GRiition. 



HIS Preface Contains: — 

I. All that has been dif covered 
of the Author of " The Femall 
Glory," with fome notice of bis 
works from Wood's "Athenae 
Oxonienfis : " — 

II. Henry Burton's attack upon the Book, 
from bis Sermon on " Fear God ; Honour the 
King; 99 for the delivery of which be was cen- 

fured by the Star Chamber : — 

III. The criticifm of W m . Prynne, from 
" Canterburies Doom " : — 

IV. A few words of defence^ from an Anfwer 
to Burton by Peter Heylin ; a work which was 
licenfed by Laud's Chaplain, and written by bis 
Command: — 



and of the only MS. of the Apology known to be 
in exijlence, that, namely, in the Library of 
Queen's College, Oxford — with but three ex- 
ceptions ; two words have been altered in the 
Text, and a fingle letter in the Apology, neither 
variation being of any theological value. A copy 
of the Second Edition to which Wood refers has 
not been dif covered. 



I. 

"Anthony Stafford^ an Efquirfs Son, was 
born of an ancient and noble family in North- 
amptonjhire, being defcended from thofe of his 
name living at Blatherwicke, in that County, 
entered a Gentleman Commoner of Oriel College 
in 1608, \W00d wrong here ; Stafford matricu- 
lated March 8, 1604-5] an ^ * n tnat °f n ' s a g e 
17, where by the help of a careful Tutor ', but 
more by his natural parts, he obtained the name 
of a good fcholar, and became well read in an- 
cient Hiftory, Poets, and other Authors. 

" What ftay he made in that Houfe I cannot 
yet tell, or whether he took the Degree of 
B.A. according to the ufual courfe. Sure I 
am that in 1609 he was permitted to ftudy in 
the Public Library, purpofely to advance his 
learning, having then a defign to publifh cer- 
tain matters ; and in 1623, juft after the Aft, 



Preface to the New Edition. 




he was a&ually created M.A., as a c per/on 
c adorned with all kinds of Literature. 9 

u His works are thefe : — 

u Niobe Dissolved into a Nilus : or bis 
Age drowned in her own tears, &c. London, 
1611. 

u Meditations and Resolutions ; Mo- 
ral, Divine, and Political, Cent. L London, 
1612. 

u Heauenly Dogge : or Life and Death 
of that Great Cynick, Diogenes ; whom Laertius 
Jlyles Canis Coeleftis, the Heavenly Dogge, &c. 
London, 16 15. 

" The Guide of Honour : or the balance 
where Jhe may weigh her aclions, [written in 
foreign parts.]. London, 1634. 

<c The Femall Glory : or the Life of the 
Blefled Virgin Mary. Printed at London with 
Cuts, 1635. This little book, pen'd in a 
flourifhing ftile, was in another imprefs enti- 
tuled the Precedent of Femall Perfec- 
tion : or the Life of the Blejfed Virgin Mary. 
But the faid book being efteemed egregioufly 
fcandalous among the Puritans, who looked 
upon it as purpofely publifhed to encourage the 
Papijls, Henry Burton, Minijler of Friday 
Street in London, did pretend to difcover, in 
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his Sermon entituled For God and the King, 
fcvcral extravagant and Popijh paffages therein j 
and advifed the people to be aware of it. * For 
c which and nothing elfe, [as W m . Prynne tells 
c us in Canterbury Doom] he was brought 
4 into the Star Chamber, and there cenfured. 

* But on the contrary, this Popifh Book of 
i Stafford's (as he calls it), with many fcandalous 
1 pajfages in it, was, by the Archbifhop's /pedal 
1 direclion, profejfedly jujlified, both by Dr. 

4 Heylin, in his Moderate Answer to Mr. j 

* Burton, and by Chriftopher Dow, in his In- 

* NOVATIONS UNJUSTLY CHARGED *. and this 

* Book neither called in, nor correcled,fo auda- 
4 cioujly Popifh tc/tf j he grown, in this particular 

* among ft many others? 

" A Just Apology : or Vindication of a Book 
entituled Femal Glory, from the falfe and 
malevolent afperjions caft upon it by Henry 
Burton, of late defervedly cenfured in the Star 
Chamber. Whether this Book was ever pub- 
lifhed I know not: I once faw it in a 4to. MS. 
in the Library of Dr. Thomas Barlow, given 
to him by Sir John Birkenhead. 

" Honour and Vertue triumphing over 
the Grave : Exemplified in a faire devout 
Life, and Death, adorned with the furviving 
perfeclions of Henry Howard, Lord Stafford, 
lately deceafed; which Honour, in him, ended 
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with as great a lujire as the Sunne fets in afe- 
renejky y &c. London, 1640. 

"At the end of which are divers Elegies 
upon the death of the (aid Lord, moft written 
by Oxford men, efpecially thofe of S. John's 
College. 

Our Author, Anthony Stafford^ who was 
kinfman to faid Lord, hath alfo tranflated 
from Latin into Englijh^ the Oration of 
Justus Lipsius against Calumny, 161 2. 
[This was printed at the end of his Medita- 
tions and Resolutions.] 

"What other things he hath written, or 
tranflated I know not, nor anything elfe of 
him ; only that he died, as I have been informed, 
in the time of the Civil Wars. 

<c [Stafford's Niobe, &c. given by Wood as 
the first of that Author's Works, is only a 
continuation, or fecond part, of a Treatife 
which our biographer feems not to have been 
aware of. This is — 

" Niobe : or his Age of Tears; a Treatife no 
lefs profitable and comfortable^ than the Times 
damnable : Wherein Death's Vizard is pulled 
off, and his Face dif covered not to be fo fearful as 
the Vulgar makes it ; and withal^ it isjhewed, 
that Death is only bad to the bad) good to the 
good. London, 161 1. Dedicated to Robert 
Earl of Salijbury) becaufe, fays the Author, my 
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Father was a neighbour to your Father, being, 
much obliged unto him, and my own family 
unto yourfelf.]" — Athene Oxoniensis, by 
Anthony a Wood^ 4*0. Ed. 181 7 : Philip Blifs. 



II. 

<c Add wee hereunto another Booke, inti- 
tuled The Femall Glory, by Anthony Staf- 
ford^ printed by Authority, 1635, wherein he 
mightily Deifies the Virgin Mary^ calling her 
the c Grand White Immaculate Abbefle of your 
c fnowy Nunneries j 9 to whom he fpeaks, and 
before whom he would have them to € kneele 
c prefenting the All-faving Babe.' Loe, hence 
a change of our God into a Goddejfe. And 
thefe hee commends, * the Sacred Arithmetic^ 
4 in praying on their beades. 9 And he com- 
mends c Candlemas Day, for the lights burning 
4 and Majfe Jinging^ taken from the Heathen 
* g u *f e J an d converted into Chriftian : ' and 
c that which was performed by fuperjlitious 
c Idolaters in honour of Ceres and Proferpina 
' (Heathen Goddefles) may be turned into the 
4 prayfe and glory of the Virgin Mary.' Again, 
c this day is made holy by the Purification of the 
4 Mother.* The Aflumption of his Lady is fet 
forth with a pi&ure, how fhe is taken up into 
Heaven^ with Verfes. Hee feems to hold the 
Virgin Mary to have beene without finne. 



Preface to the New Edition. 

Hee boldly beares himfelfe upon the * approba- 
c tion of the Church ^England, in magnifying 

* the Virgin Mary, not as a meere Woman, but 
c asaType or Idaea of an accomplijht Piety. 9 He 
calls her c White Spotlejfe Sowle y 9 and c Purity 
c itfelfe 9 He fpeaks in one place of her c all- 
c holy hearty as in another, of our * All-Holy- 
1 Lord. 9 He preferres the errour of the ado- 
ring extreame, before the Puritans negledting 
of her, in calling her * Mai, Gods Maydf and 
reje£king c Hail, Mary, Full of Grace. 9 Again, 
hee faith, * Of one thing I will ajfure them, till 

* they are good Marians, they Jhall never be good 
c Chriftians.' Of fundry Grandees hee faith, 

* All which are canonized for Saints, and have 
c erected and dedicated Temples to her memory 9 
Hee recites the many Orders of the Sodalitye, 
ftyling them, * great \ worthy , and pious people, 9 
and concludes thus : — c For Jhame let not us 

* alone deny her that honour and praife which 
c all the world a Howes her. 9 And, ' my Arith- 
€ metic will notfervemee to number all thofe who 

* have regijlered their names in the Sodalitie of 
c the Rofary of this our Blefled Lady ; the ori- 
1 ginaTof which is deriveJJrom the Battaile of 
1 Naupa&un, gained by John of Auftria, and 
1 the Chriftians ; which Viclory was attributed 
€ to her InterceJJion with her Sonne.' Loe, 
here the New Great Goddejfe Diana whom the 
whole Pontifical World worfhippeth ! He in- 
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He proceeds thus in the Reverfe of the Ghyr- 
lond : — 

* The Houfe of God, the Gate 0/* Heavens Power. * 

In the Pannegyricke : — 

' To whom the Hierarchy doth throng? 

He ftyles her c Moji Excellent Princefle,' * Virgin 
Mother of 'God/ c Emprefle,' c The alone FaireJ 
c Glorious Emprefle/ c White Spotlefe Soule,' 
c Woman's Deareft Miftrefle,' c 0«r Sweetejt 
Lady.' There is a pi&ure of her fabulous 
Aflumption into Heaven^ cut in brafle, after 
the Popijh forme, with men and women de- 
voutly kneeling and praying to her, and thefe 
verfes written under the fame : — 

" What honor could to this great Queene be done, 
More then be taken up to Heauen high 
And there haue God for Father, Spoufe, & Sonne, 
The Angels wayte, the world (land wondring by." 

After which hee fpends many pages to prove 
c the verity [of 5. Marfs Aflumption, as an] 
c undoubted truth* Whereas indeed, it is a 
meere Popijh ridiculous falfe Legend. And to 
prove this, he makes her to be borne withont 
Sinne. 

" This Booke of Stafford 9 s giving very great 
fcandall to Prote/tants y and encouragements to 
Papi/ls 9 Mr. H. Burton in his Sermon, intituled 
( For God and the King, 9 difcovered and cen- 
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Cured thefe extravagant Popijh paflages in it, 
advifing the people to beware of it. For 
which, amongft other things, he was brought 
into the Star Chamber, and there cenfured. 
But on the contrary, this Popijh Booke of 
Stafford's with the forementioned fcandallous 
paflages in it, were, by the Archbijhop's fpecial 
direction, profefledly juftified, both by Dr. 
Heylin in his * Briefe and Moderate An- 
' swer/ (licenfed by the Archbijhop's owne 
Chaplain, and written by his command) ; and 
by Chriftopher Dow, in his 'Innovations 
unjustly Charged ;' and this Booke neither 
called in, nor corre&ed. — So audacioufly Popijh 
was he growne, in this particular among many 
others." — Canterburies Doom: or the firjl 
part of a Compleat Hiftory of the Commitment, 
Charge, Tryall, Condemnation, and Execution of 
W m . Laud, late Archbifhop of Canterbury. 
By W m . Prynne of Lincoln's Inn, Ef quire. 



IV. 

" As for the Booke intituled The Female 
Glorie, you find not in it, that I fee by your 
[Burton's] Colle&ions, any thing pofatively or 
dogmatically delivered contrarie unto any point 
of Do&rine eftablifhed and received in the 
Church of England. Some fwelling language 
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there is in it, and fome Apoftrophes^ I perceive 
by you [Burton'] to the Virgin Marie y which 
if you take for Invocations you miftake his 
[Stafford's] meaning ; who tells us plainly, as 
you cite him, ' that the more we afcribe unto 
c her^ fetting Invocation apart, the more gracious 
* we appeare in our Saviours Sight. 9 No in- 
novation hitherto in point of Do&rine." — A 
brief and moderate Answer to the Sedi- 
tious and fcandallous challenge of 'Henry Burton, 
late of Friday Street, in two Sermons by him 
preached,, &c. By Peter Heylin. 1637. 



V. 

" Neither have I feen that other Booke 
called The Femall Glory, nor will I fpend 
words, by way either of cenfure or defence of 
it, upon fight only of thofe fragments which 
here hee [Burton] prefents us with, as well 
knowing his art, and at what rate to value his 
credit in quotations. Yet in all thofe panegy- 
rick ftraines of Rhetoric^ (for fuch for the 
moft part they feem, rather than pofitive afler- 
tions) he [Stafford] hath not deviated fo much 
to the one extreme, as Mr. Burton 9 s Marginall 
hath to the other, in fcoffingly palling the 
New Great Goddeffe Diana. And if it be 
true, that hee [Stafford] hath not digreiTed, in 
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any particular, from [Montacute] the Bijbop of 
Chichefter^ as Mr. Burton makes him affirm ; 
I dare boldly fay Mr. Burton will never be 
able to find the leaft point of Popery in it. 
For, it is well known, that Bijbop (to whom — 
as if hee had bid adieu to all civility, yea and 
(hame too — terms a tried Champion of Rome, 
and fo, a Devout Votary to the Queene of 
Heaven) hath approved himfelf fuch a Cham- 
pion againft Rome that they that have tried his 
ftrength, durft never yet come to a fecond en- 
counter." — Innovations unjustly charged 
upon the Present Church and State : 
or an Anfwer to the moji materiall pajfages of a 
libellous Pamphlet, made by Mr. Henry Burton, 
and intituled^ An Apologie of an Appeale. By 
Chrijlopher Dow, B.D. 1637* 

PigilofS. James. 
a. d. i860. 
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His Throne, thy bofom bleft, 

O Mother Undefiled— 

That throne, if aught beneath the ikies, 

Befeems the Sinlefs Child. 

Christian Year. 

In that, Queen of Queens, thy birth was free 

From that which others doth of Grace bereave, 
When in their Mother's womb thy life receive, 

God, as His Sole-born Daughter, loved thee. 

For that fair Blefled Mother-Maid— whofe flcfh redeemed us 5 

Our zealous thanks we pour. As her deeds were 

Our help, fo are her prayers 3 nor can flie fue 

In vain, who hath fuch titles unto you. 

Dean Donne. 

Thy vifion— (whofo chides may blame 

The inftincYive reachings of the Altar-flame) 

Shows thee above, in yon etherial air, 

A holier Mother, rapt in more prevailing prayer. 

Lyra Innqcentium. 



There is a vifion in the heart of each, 

Of Juftice, Mercy, Wifdom, Tendernefs 

To wrong and pain, and knowledge of their cure ; 

And thefe im bodied in a Woman's form, 

That beft tranfmits them pure, as firft received 

From God above her to mankind below ! 

Robert Browning. 
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To the Fourth Edition. 

HE New Edition of the pre- 
fent reprint of the Femall 
Glory was exhaufted a fhort 
time after its publication. 
Circumftances delayed its republication : 
but it has been thought that the prefent 
is no unfit time for the iflue of another 
and larger Edition. 

The prefent Edition is a reprint of the 
former. In it the original plates have 
been reproduced in facfimile. Several 
frefh quotations have been added at the 
back of the half-title and title pages. 
Some of them have been copied from an 
Article in the Union Review for May, 
1868, entitled, "The Bleffed Virgin 
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Mary," to which the Reader's attention is 
diredted. This Edition is alfo enriched 
by an Eflay c< On the Cultus of the 
Blefled Virgin Mary," from the pen of 
an Anglican Prieft. The Eflay, kindly 
written, at his requeft, by a friend of the 
Editor will, it is hoped, tend to remove 
certain difficulties which are entertained, 
with reference to the claims of our Lady 
on the devotion of her children. 

In connexion with the IntroduEiory 
Effay, the Reader is referred to an Eflay 
in the Third Series of The Church and 
the World, entitled " Invocation of Saints 
and Angels," by the Rev. Canon Humble. 
" The publication of the Eflay on * In- 
vocation,' and the enunciation of the doc- 
trine it contains, appear to require the 
iflue of fome forms of devotion which 
may loyally be ufed by Anglo-Catholics ; 
and a Manual, both from Greek and Latin 
fources, under the title of Invocation of 
Saints (now in the prefs), will, it is hoped, 
provide for this neceflity." 

Orby Shipley. 

Michaelmas, a. d. x868. 
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£>n t&e Cultus of tbe TBIeffen 
(Birgin ^arp. 




If any one does not confefs Emmanuel to be True God, and that, 
therefore, the Holy Virgin was the Mother of God, infomuch as (he 
brought forth, according to the flefli, the Word of God, Who was 
made Flefh } let him be Anathema. — Council of Efhesus. 

The Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, A Woman (hall com- 
pafs a Man. — Jeremiah xxxi. 22. 

The Lord Himfelf (hall give you a fign, Behold, a Virgin (hall con- 
ceive and bear a Son, and (hall call His Name Immanuel. 

Isaiah vii. 14. 

The Virgin-Mother . . . the mod Blejfed among Women • . • The 
Woman clothed with the Sun . . . the Gate of Heaven . . . the 
Mother of the EverlafUng God . . • made as it were the Queen of 
Heaven . • . Our Lord is wounded through our Lady's fides by thofe 
who will not fuffer her to be blefled as (he fhould . • . Give we, in 
God's Name, the honour due to her. — Archdeacon Frank. 

We think and fpeak raoft refpe&fully of (Mary\ and do not ordi- 
narily mention her name without an epithet of honour . . . and if we 
could think of any other honour that we could do her, without dif- 
honouring God the Father and His Eternal Son, we would moft 
willingly yield it to her. — Bishop Bull. 

He chofe a Woman, Full of Grace, to be His Mother . . . the Virgin 
Mary, whom no man can honour too much that makes her not Goo. 

Dean Donne. 



The Blejfed Virgin was moft excellently difpofed to receive the 
greateft honour that was ever done to the daughter of men ; her em- 
ployment being holy and pious, her body chafte, and her foul adorned 
with all Virtues. — Robert Nelson. 




INTRODUCTORY ESSAr ON THE 

CULTUS OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MART. 




HEN the Fathers of the Pan- An- 
glican Synod declared that the 
Branch of the Catholic Church 
in this country received all that 
the Primitive Church and the 
Undoubted General Councils held and taught, 
it laid an obligation upon her appointed teachers 
to inftrud the faithful in all that was held and 
taught by both. Not that any new principle 
was then laid down, nor that any new doc- 
trines or rites of worfhip were thereupon to be 
introduced; but it implied, at leaft, tacitly, 
that much had been negle&ed and overlooked ; 
that the popular teaching had been defective ; 
and that now it became a pofitive duty to 
fupply the deficiency. 



The principle is not a new one ; it is known 
in the Ecclefiaftical Courts. The late Sir 
Herbert Jenner Fuft laid it down in the cele- 
brated cafe of Prayers for the Departed, which 
had fallen into general difufe, and received but 
flight authority from the Liturgy and Ritual in 
prefent ufe. Yet, having been the undoubted 
pra&ice of the Catholic Church, and in no 
portion of the Church ever forbidden, it is, 
neceffarily, a part of the faith of the Anglican 
Branch as well as of all other Branches. Simi- 
lar to this is the Cultus of the Bleffed Virgin 
Mary, pra&ifed equally, though not in exa&ly 
the fame manner, by both Eaft and Weft, and 
never prohibited in any of our own authorifed 
documents, the Cultus is left to the devout 
feelings of each individual Anglican. 

We may go* further. The Fathers of the 
Pan-Anglican Synod have happily given an 
indirect fan&ion to pay due honour to her 
whom the Spirit of Infpiration has declared 
to be the <c Bleffed among womea" In 
the " Addrefs of the Bifhops," the Fathers of 
the Council entreat the faithful to guard them- 
felves again ft growing fuperftitions and addi- 
tions ; efpecially mentioning " the practical 
exaltation of the Bleffed Virgin Mary as 
Mediator in the place of her Divine Son; and 
by the addreffing of prayers to her as Inter- 
ceffor between God and Man." By the 
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limiting of her office of Mediator and Inter- 
ceffor by the words we have marked, " in the 
place of her Divine Son," the Council im- 
plicitly acknowledges her mediation and inter- 
ceffion in an inferior degree. It is only the 
putting of the Mother " in the place of her 
Divine Son," that is condemned, not the Cultus 
of S. Mary, or the aflertion that prayers may be 
addrefled to her ; and we are further confirmed 
in this explanation by the fa£t that Archbifhop 
Manning declared that there is nothing in this 
expreffion that an orthodox Roman Catholic 
could obje& to. This explanation has never 
been contradicted by any member of the 
Anglican Council We are juftified therefore 
in claiming the confent and the approval — 
both pofitive and negative — of the Synod for a 
Cultus of the Blefled Virgin. It is our place, 
now, to inquire to what extent, and for what 
reafons, fuch Cultus may be given. 

Two great and three lefler Feftivals are 
dedicated to the honour of S. Mary in the 
{Calendar of the Englifh Church, and in loving 
remembrance of her is chanted daily her fweet 
fong of Magnificat, when fhe ever reminds us 
that "From henceforth all generations fhall 
call [her] blefled." Everywhere is (he held up 
as the great example of purity, holinefs, love, 
and faith. Even in the Homilies, not always 
choice in their language, or careful in their 
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mode of expreflion, there is no word for our 
Lady but that of refpedfc, no fentiment but 
that of devotion. It is only in the popular 
Proteftantifm of the day that S. Mary is denied 
that Cultus which an Angel beftowed on her, 
<c Hail, thou that art full of grace ! " or even 
that honour which the Mother of her Son's 
great Forerunner paid her, " Blefled art thou , 
among women, and blefled is the Fruit of thy 
womb ! and whence is this to me that the 
Mother of my Lord fhould come to me?'* 
The Infpiring Spirit which afterwards pointed 
out to S. John among the multitude Him Who 
is the Lamb of God That taketh away the fins 
of the world, moved him even in the womb 
of his mother to do homage to the perfon of 
the Blefled Virgin, and guided the mother of 
the Great Prophet to falute with reverence 
the Mother of God. S. Elizabeth was coufin 
to S. Mary — fhe was the wife of a Prieft, and 
the elder of the two. In her fon the Prieft- 
hood of Aaron paid adoration to the Priefthood 
of Melchifedek 5 the ancient prophecy received 
a new fulfilment, the elder {hall ferve the 
younger ; and in the bond of confanguinity S. 
Elizabeth faw her fhare in the Redeemer of 
mankind. 

But there is more than this. The rela- 
tionfhip between the children of the Church 
and the Mother of the Church's Head lies 



deeper, is more fpiritual and myfterious, than 
the blood-relationfhip of thefe two daughters 
of Ifrael. It is through the fall of our firft 
mother Eve that all we are fallen. Each one 
of the human race was in the womb of Eve, 
as the fruit of all fucceeding years is in the 
bud and bloflbm of this. Eve liftened to an 
evil Angel, and {he conceived fin, and all her 
race is tainted with her fault. Mary liftened 
to an Angel of God, and fhe conceived right- 
eoufnefs, and brought forth Him Who is called 
" the Lord our Righteoufnefs." Of her flefh, 
He took, flefh. In that Flefh, born of her, He 
redeemed mankind. With that Blood, derived 
from her body, He makes atonement for man's 
fin. We cannot feparate His Manhood from 
her, who gave Him birth, any more than we can 
feparate His Divinity from that of His Heavenly 
Father. If, then, our relationfhip with the 
Heavenly Father is that of fons, it is through 
the Incarnate Son of God, Who became one of 
us ; fo, by His Incarnation and Birth, we muft 
needs have relationfhip with her who is His 
Mother. The words He uttered on the Crofs 
belong to us as well as to S. John, u Behold 
thy Mother ! " At the hour of His death, in 
the midft of the agonies of the crofs, and the 
horrors of the fupernatural darknefs, the Incar- 
nate God remembered His Mother — He pro- 
vided for her fafety and her welfare. To His 



beloved Difciple He turned and faid, " Behold 
thy Mother ! " and we are expreffly told, " from 
that hour that Difciple took her to his own 
home." She became his Mother, and the 
Mother of all the faithful in Christ. The 
Church became her home; and, as the 
Church enlarged, (he might fay, in the lan- 
guage of the Evangelical Prophet, "Who 
hath begotten me thefe, feeing I have loft my 
children, and am defolate ? • . » Behold, 
I was left alone — thofe, where had they 
been? Thus faith the Lord, they fhall 
bring thy fons in their arms, and thy daugh- 
ters fhall be carried on their Ihoulders." 
They who, through the new and fpiritual 
birth, may call the Son of God their Elder 
Brother, are brethren alfo of the Son of Mary, 
and may call her their Mother. If they 
can claim a fatherhood in God through the 
new birth in the Son, they may alfo claim a 
motherhood in Mary through His birth of her. 
We may fay even more. We may fay, fpeaking 
with all reverence, that the Incarnation could 
not have taken place without S. Mary's confent. 
Had (he refufed to liften to the Angel, the 
Holy Ghost would never have over- fhadowed 
her, nor would there have been born of her 
that Holy Thing, Which is called the Son of 
God; and if the Son could not have become 
incarnate without her confent, neither could 



the Atonement for fin have taken place. We 
muft then extend the parallel between her 
and Eve. If we fay that the latter is the 
Mother of all finners, becaufe of her con- 
fent to fin, fo we muft fay that our Lady is 
the Mother of the righteous, through her con- 
fent to the Incarnation. The one is as wide as 
the other. It matters little, therefore, whether 
we adopt the reading of the LXX. Gen. iii. 
15, 'Autos 77ipwr«, or of the Vulgate Ipfa 
content) for each fhared in the conqueft of evil. 
How far S. Mary fhared in the crucifixion 
by her confent, we know not ; for we do not 
know the depths of that heart, which kept 
and pondered the myfteries of His Incarnation, 
of His early years, and of His wondrous words. 
But, furely we might take Holy Simeon's pro- 
phecy to imply more than mere human grief 
and forrow at the fight of her dying Son, 
" Yea, a fword fhall pierce through thine own 
foul alio, that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed." We may affume, without 
trying to uncover the fecrets of. her foul, that 
as her confent was necefTary for the Incarna- 
tion, fo was it likewife for one end and pur- 
pofe of the Incarnation, the Atonement. And 
as fhe had borne and nourifhed the flefh, which 
then fufFered for the fins of the world, and as 
fhe fhared His agonies, fo alfo her will went 
with His, and though no nails or fpear wounded 
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her flefh, yet the (Word which pierced her foul 
was but the partaking of that burden defcribed 
by the Prophet, " Surely He hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our forrow. . . . He 
was wounded for our tranfgreffions, He was 
bruifed for our iniquities $ the chaftifement of 
our peace was upon Him, and with His flripes 
we are healed." That one of the "feven 
words " will have to us a holier found than 
before, which He addrefled to the Beloved 
Difciple, " Behold thy Mother ! " 

We (hall, of courfe, be met by the objection, 
All this is mere inference, a ft retching of analo- 
gies beyond legitimate proportion — a forcing of 
the words of Scripture into a fenfe which they 
cannot bear ; for not only is the Bible filent 
upon all fuch Cultus as you would demand, but 
even the early Fathers of the Church were 
ignorant of this do&rine, and never exprefled 
any fentiments fuch as thefe. 

The univerfal reverence for the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the traditionary refpe& for the early 
Fathers among Anglicans, render it imperative 
upon us to examine this objection carefully. 
It is perfectly true that we do not meet with an 
intimation of any Cultus of the Bleffed Virgin in 
Scripture, nor do we find that the early Fathers 
enforced it in a part of their regular worfhip. 
But we (hall find that it is utterly impoffible 
to maintain the principle involved in the ob- 
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jeftion, not only with regard to many of the 
articles of the Catholic faith, but becaufe it is 
incompatible even with the moft prominent of 
Proteftant do&rines. Take, for example, the 
do&rine of the Holy Trinity as laid down in 
thofe authoritative documents, which are ac- 
knowledged by all who call themfelves, fome- 
what inconfiftently, Orthodox Protectants — 
we mean Arts, xxxix., the Augfburgh Con- 
feffion, and the Weftminfter Confeflion. Can 
any one ferioufly affert that each particular 
ftatement with reference to the Holy Trinity 
is definitely laid down in the Bible ? In the 
firft place, the word Trinity is not found there ; 
neither is it even afferted that Ci in the Unity 
of the Godhead there be Three Perfons ; " nor 
that they are " of one Subftance," or of equal 
" Power." On the contrary, we fhall find ex- 
preffions which feem to contradict thefe affer- 
tions. For inftance, " My Father is greater 
than I." So with regard to " one Subftance." 
Our Lord faid, "I and My Father are One," 
But He alfo prayed for the faithful, that u they 
all may be one ; as Thou, Father, art in Me, 
and I in Thee, that they alfo may be one in 
Us ; " where the unity of the faithful with the 
Father is expreffed in the fame terms as that 
of the Son with the Father. We need not go 
further. What we affert is this, that the doc- 
trine of the Holy Trinity, as well as the word 




itfelf, is nowhere laid down in Holy Scripture 
in diftinft terms. Compare this with the de- 
finite language of the Old Teftament, where 
the Unity of God is aflerted, " Hear, O Ifrael, 
Jehovah our God is One Jehovah." If "the 
Bible, and Bible only," theory were true, we 
fhould find as diftinft and pofitive an affertion 
of the HolyTrinity in the New Teftament as 
we find in the Creeds or Confeifions of Faith. 
We do not fay that the doctrine of the Trinity 
is not in the Bible j but we do fay moft dif- 
tindtly that the terms which are ufed, not only 
in the Creeds of the Catholic Church, but in 
Proteftant Confeifions, to exprefs this doctrine, 
fuch as " Trinity," " Perfon," " Subftance," 
&c, are not found there as thefe Confeifions 
employ them. 

It is equally clear, however, that this doctrine, 
thus defined in the General Councils of the 
Church, can be fupported by paflages of Scrip- 
ture. It was not until the feventh century, not 
until, at leaft, fix General Councils were held, 
that our holy Faith, as we receive it now, was 
defined and laid down by the Church. Ac- 
cording to our modern mode of expreflion, the 
Catholic Faith was flowly " developed " during 
thofe feven centuries j the germ was there from 
the beginning, but the perfect form was the 
growth of ages ; and more, until the Church 
defined and declared the Faith, the moft ortho- 
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dox of the Fathers were ignorant of its fulnefs, 
and ufed language about it, which after-years 
condemned as heretical. Until the Church 
fpeaks, error is not herefy. Until the Church 
has defined a do&rine, a man is not a heretic 
who does not hold it. On the definition of a 
do&rine by the Church, it becomes an article 
of the Catholic Faith ; and then the man who 
denies it becomes a heretic. 

To underftand our pofition more clearly, let 
us trace the gradual development of do£trine 
in the fix General Councils with refpe& to the 
Holy Trinity : — 

I. Nicaea (a.d. 325) defined the Son to be of 
one and the fame Subftance as the Father. 

II. Conftantinople (a.d. 381). Befides 
affirming the do&rine of Nicaea, this Council 
laid down the do&rine that the Holy Ghost is 
the Third Perfon,of the fame Subftance as the 
Father and the Son. 

III. Ephefus (a.d. 431)* This Council con- 
demned Neftorius, who divided Christ into two 
Perfons, denying that the Son of God was born 
of the Virgin Mary ; and affirmed that Chri3T 
had two Natures in one Perfon : whilft to 
make this do&rine more clear, it gave our 
Lady the title of Theotokos, Mother of God. 

IV. Chalcedon (a.d. 451) condemned Eu- 
tyches, who denied the two Natures in the one 
Perfon of Christ. 
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V. Second of Constantinople (a.d. 553) 
confirms all the preceding, reflates, in plainer 
words, the Catholic Faith with regard to the 
Perfon of Christ, the Holy Trinity, and the 
Theotokos, condemning as herefy all that op- 
pofes it. 

VI. Third of Constantinople (a. d. 680) af- 
firms that there are two Wills as well as two 
Natures in Christ. 

We have given the refults of thefe fix 
Councils becaufe no Anglican will deny their 
authority. From them we may confider the 
following points to be fettled : — 

1. That the New Teftament does not define 
all the Articles of the Catholic Faith. 

2. That the Church has defined them in 
many points not defined in Scripture. 

3. That the enunciation of the Faith by 
the Church was gradual and progreffive, and 
arofe out of the neceflities of the times. 

4. That the fadfc of a do&rine not being 
mentioned in the New Teftament, nor by the 
early Fathers, but only appearing after feveral 
centuries, does not prove that it is contrary to 
the Faith, and ought, therefore, to be rejected. 

We have hitherto been fpeaking of doctrines 
which form the fundamentals of the Catholic 
Faith, and, as fuch,have been defined and enun- 
ciated by General Councils, the denial of which 
conftitutes herefy. Befides thefe, there is a 
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large number which have never been brought 
before a General Council, and which have only 
the fan&ion of the law laid down by Vincent of 
Lerins^ quod femper^ quod ubique, quod de omnibus. 
Such are the number of the Sacraments, the ftate 
of the departed, original fin, and many others. 
At the fame time, the prevalence of an opinion 
is no certain proof of its abfolute truth. For in- 
ftance, there can be no doubt that the belief 
in the early coming of Christ to Judgment, 
and the idea of the Millennium were univerfal in 
the firft two centuries, but they never became 
articles of the Faith ; in the fourth century, 
they feem to have been almoft as univerfally 
ignored, and a do&rine of purgatory fubftituted 
in their place. There muft, therefore, be a cer- 
tain continuity of teaching in the Church be- 
fore we can aflert an opinion to be a part of 
Catholic Faith, and this continuity will be found ' 
to be generally embodied in the public Liturgies 
and Ritual of the Church. Unlefs we find 
this, we may be generally certain that a par- 
ticular do&rine is not de fide^ only a pious 
opinion, which may be true, but which it is 
not herefy to deny. 

Further, we fhall be fafe if we confine what 
is de fide to what is expreflly held by the two 
great divifions of the Church in the Eaft and 
Weft, for no one portion of the Church is fuf- 
ficient to enunciate the Faith for the reft to 
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receive. And e conver/o y we (hall be quite fafe 
in accepting as Catholic and true whatever is 
held or pra&ifed by thefe two fe&ions of the 
Church : for, the faft of their holding or prac- 
tifing fuch proves that it was a received belief 
or an acknowledged practice before the divifion 
— confequently Catholic. 

Of all ways in which the Church {hows her 
Faith there is none that is fo furely marked as 
that of worfhip — Lex orandi is lex credendi. 
Forms of worfhip are the carrying out into 
pradice the Articles of the Faith. "The 
Catholic Faith is this, that we worfhip One 
God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity," 
is the declaration of the moft dogmatic of our 
Confeflions of Faith. The Church has been 
careful to lead her children into the true Faith 
by Forms of Worfhip, and not only are all the 
Articles of her creed framed into A£ts of Wor- 
fhip, and celebrated on Holy Days and Feftivals, 
but there are many Ads of Worfhip which em- 
body matters of Faith not contained in the 
Creed in exprefs language, but developed out 
of the briefly exprefled Article. Thus, when 
the Creed teaches us that Christ was " in- 
" carnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
" Mary," the Church leads us beyond the wor- 
fhip of God Incarnate to the Cultus of her, of 
whom He took Flefh. When the Creed puts 
into our mouths the belief in the " Communion 



u of Saints," the Church leads us further to 
pray for the departed as well as the living, to 
invocate the Saints, and afk their interceflion 
and their prayers. So, again, when we are 
called upon to fay cc I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life," we 
have elaborated into Worfhip the whole Sacra- 
mental fyftem of the Church. The procefs by 
which the Articles of Faith became thus fettled 
and expanded — whether as purely Articles of 
Faith, or as concentrated into A£ts of Worfhip, 
— was a gradual one. Neither the Faith nor 
the Worfhip of the Church was immediately 
caft into an iron-like form, incapable of change 
or increment. They were rather like the de- 
velopment of the architecture of the temples in 
which the Faith is confefled, and the Worfhip 
celebrated, from a feverer ftyle to a more ela- 
borate, from a ruder to a more beautiful and 
perfe&. We have feen this in the inftance of 
the Perfon of our Lord, how through the firft 
feven centuries, under fix General Councils, 
the Church gradually arrived at the perfedfc 
conception of His Perfon and His Nature. So 
gradual was this, that we even find fome of the 
early Fathers ufing terms, which would, after 
the decifion of a Council, be condemned as 
heretical ; yet thefe Fathers were always 
efteemed Catholic. It was not until the 
Church had fpoken, that an expreflion became 




heretical. Thus, " in an elaborate treatife on 
" the Holy Ghost, written exprefsly againft 
" heretics, S. Bafil ftudioufly refrains from 

" giving Him the Name of God So, 

" again, Juftin Martyr makes the Son inferior 
" to the Father in His Divine Nature. Athe- 
" nagoras and Theophilus of Antioch ufe 
" language about His Eternal Generation, 
" which founds thoroughly Sabellian. Origen, 
a who fir ft brings out the reality of our Lord's 
| " Human Soul, teaches alfo its pre-exiftence 5 
! " and the final abforption of His Human 
j " Nature into the Divine. Hilary and Epi- 
| " phanius deny the union of His Human 
j u Nature with His Body, during the period 
I " between death and refurre£Hon." {The 
Catholic Doclrine of the Atonement y Introduction 
p. xxvi. By H. N. Oxenham, M.A.) Other 
inftances of the like might be multiplied, as is 
well known to thofe verfed in the writings of 
the early Fathers ; but the above will be fuffi- 
cient to prove our aflertion. 

Thus the Church is not a Body, which has 
received a revelation from without, having a 
fharply defined Creed, given by God Himfelf, 
which it could neither enlarge, nor explain be- 
yond the bare letter in which it is exprefTed. 
But the Church is eflentially the Body of 
Christ, whofe foul is the Holy Ghost — that 
Holy Ghost gradually guiding her into all 



truth ; leading her by ftages to fee more and 
more deeply into the myfteries of her Lord's 
Perfon ; and learning more and more clearly to 
exprefs them. She never limited to the Twelve 
only the promife of Infpiration made by 
Christ when He faid, " I will pray the 
Father, and He fhall give you another Para- 
clete, that He may abide with you for ever y 

even the Spirit of Truth But the 

Paraclete, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will fend in My name, He Jhall 
teach you all things." So alio, fhe believes 
that there is a promife extending throughout 
all ages in thofe words, " Whatfoever ye fhall 
" bind on earth fhall be bound in Heaven, and 
" whatfoever ye fhall loofe on earth fhall be 
" loofed in Heaven," and, with reference to 
Councils, " When two or three are gathered 
cc together in My Name, there am I in the midA." 
This development is not evolved, as a cer- 
tain fchool of theofophifts would teach, from 
the mere cultivation of the intellect, or from 
the confcioufhefs of individual Chriftians, like 
difcoveries in phyfics or metaphyfics, but it is 
the work of the Infpiring Spirit, the Para- 
clete, executing His proper office, for which 
Christ prayed the Father that He might be 
fent, and abide with the Church for ever. 
The gradual expanfion of the Faith, the arrival 
by degrees and ftages at the full expreffion of 



it, is the guiding of Him prefent in the Church, 
Who was then to lead her into all truth. 

We are thus led to fee that Infpiration and 
Infallibility are the true attributes of the 
Church, in her perfe& and undivided form, 
when fhe could gather together her faithful 
Paftors to confider and decide upon any matter 
connected with her Faith. And this Infalli- 
bility is to be found not only in the public 
decifions of General Councils, but alfo in 
the individual Infpiration of her Saints, who 
embodied the Truth in the form of Devo- 
tion, when fuch forms received the fan&ton of 
the Church by general ufe. We may alfo 
fafely predicate that when, in God's good Pro- 
vidence, this ftate of divifion of Eaft and Weft 
comes to an end > when the great fchifm is 
healed, when " Ephraim fhall no longer envy 
" Judah, and Judah no more vex Ephraim," the 
Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth, will again 
exercife His proper fun£tion,and we fhall again 
have the certain evidences of Infallibility and 
Infpiration. Perhaps then, in a manifeft man- 
ner will that prophecy of Joel be fulfilled, " I 
will pour out My Spirit upon all flefh, and 
your fons and your daughters fhall prophefy, 
your young men fhall fee vifions, and your old 
men fhall dream dreams." So alfo we may 
fay of Miracles ; they too, doubtlefs will be 
reftored to the Church, and the many tongues 
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of earth, the curfe of Babel, of confufion, fhall 
ceafe, and the one tongue of Heaven fhall 
alone be fpoken. 

The principle of development, the fad that 
the knowledge of the Faith is expanfive, that 
it is arrived at by degrees, through gradual In- 
fpiration, leads us to underftand another fa£r, 
which would be, on any other fuppofition, in- 
explicable — namely this, that the Apoftles left 
no definite form of words, which we call a 
11 Creed " in the Church, and no definite form 
of worfliip, which we call a " Liturgy." Had 
the Faith been fully and perfe&ly revealed in 
the time of the Apoftles, they muft have left 
a Form of Belief, one infpired infallible Form 
of Words, defining all that is to be believed, 
and (rated in exa& words, and in unchangeable 
expreffions. But they did not do (b ; for fup- 
pofing that the fliort Form, which we call the 
<c Apoftles* Creed," were compofed by the 
Apoftles, the Church foon found it was not 
fufficient as a barrier againft herefy ; it had to 
be enlarged three centuries later. The like is 
true of Liturgies and Forms of Worfliip. Our 
Lord left the germ of all worfhip in the few 
words with which He inftituted the Holy 
Eucharift; this has been enlarged and expanded 
by the Church, not only to a greater extent, but 
by the introdu&ion of new matter, for inftance 
the Invocation of the Bleffed Virgin and the 
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Saints. We may look upon the ancient 
Liturgies as the production of the Infpired 
Church — various and varying, according to the 
various and varying minds of different nations 
and people and circumftances, for whom they 
were prepared. 

This idea of development, the arriving in 
after-times at a knowledge of the true Faith, is 
far from being peculiar to Catholics. It is 
eflentially a Proteftant idea ; nay, without this 
principle of development, Proteftantifm falls 
by its own weight ; it has nowhere to ftand. 
It is the great apology of Proteftantifm, that 
the ages immediately following the Apoftolic 
days were dark, and that the fixteenth and fuc- 
ceeding centuries were illumined with a fuperior 
light ; that the Forms of Worfliip compiled in 
thofe ages were full of ignorance and fuperfti- 
tion, and muft be abolifhed to make way for 
fuch as the new enlightenment of the Spirit 
provides for a more fpiritual generation. Ac- 
cording to Proteftant teaching, the moft import- 
ant Article of Faith had been entirely obfcured 
until Luther proclaimed it ; it then became 
what it had never been before, the Articulus 
JiantU vel cadentis Ecclefia. How a man fhould 
be juft before God, had been wholly mifunder- 
ftood from the days of S. Paul, till Luther dis- 
covered it. And not only had this truth been 
hidden from the Church up to his time, but 
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there was now revealed another, more ftart- 
ling in its novelty, more tremendous in its confe- 
quences. It is this, that the great Latin Church, 
with the Pope as the Head of it, is Antichrift ; 
and that the whole of Weftern Chriftendom is 
in a ftate of Apoftacy from Christ, and, as 
more violent Proteftants did not hefitate to 
affirm, obnoxious to inevitable damnation. 
Luther, Calvin, and thofe who thought with 
them, alone (aw this terrible reality ; they (aw 
that only by feparating themfelves from the 
Church of Christ could they obtain falvation 
from Christ. The Spirit of Infpiration and 
Infallibility which they received, led them ftill 
further. It gave them a power and a com mi f- 
fion fuch as had been given to none fave the 
Apoftles, and which far exceeded theirs; a 
commiffion to overthrow the Catholic Church 
and found new ones ; to abolifh the Kingdom 
of Christ and ere& new kingdoms in its ruins. 
Under this new Infpiration they changed the 
whole order of Worfhip, Days, Seafons, Fafts, 
Feftivals ; all went down before them. Under 
the pretext of overthrowing Antichrift, they 
did the work of Antichrift, for they " changed 
" the times and the laws " of Christ's Inftitu- 
tion. This is true not only of the great Pro- 
teftant bodies, but alfo of every little petty fe& 
of yefterday, and involves every defcription of 
Diflenters. 



There are fome Proteftants, who do not go 
to thefe lengths, men who reverence antiquity, 
and confider that the voice of the Fathers' 
and Councils fhould be regarded, not as an in- 
fallible authority, but as a neceflary witnefs 
to the truth of Scripture, on whofe word we 
can rely. If this be fo then we muft ex- 
pect them to witnefs alfo to the moft im- 
portant of thofe doflrines, which are termed 
fpecially " Proteftant ; " fuch are the Lutheran 
doctrine of " Juftification by Faith alone," 
and that of " Salvation by Imputed Righteouf- 
" nefs." They will fay, that at any rate, 
thefe do&rines are very plainly ftated in Holy 
Scripture. Suppofe they are — we do not fay 
they are, but we will fuppofe fo — then we 
ought to find them equally plainly ftated in 
thofe witnefles to the doctrines of Scripture, 
the early Fathers. But it is not fo. For in- 
ftance, Milner, in his Church Hi/lory^ (Cent. v. 
Ch. ix.), fpeaking of S. Auguftine's theology, 
fays of Juftification by Faith, " yet the precife 
and accurate nature of the doctrine itfelf feems 
not to have been underftood by this holy man. 
He perpetually underftands S. Paul's term to 
ju/iify, of inherent righteoufnefs^ as if it meant 
fanttijication " (fie). The Catholic anfwers, of 
courfe, neither S. Auguftine, nor any of the 
Fathers, knew anything about fuch diftin&ions; 
for they are a Proteftant invention of the fix- 
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teenth century. Again, with regard to the 
Atonement ; it is fuppofed that there was no 
theory of this do&rine until S. Anfelm evolved 
one ; and that his theory was by no means 
univerfally received. The Proteftant do&rine 
of Imputed Righteoufnefs is a development of 
the teaching of the Schoolmen, and is later 
ftill. We need not defcribe it, all we have to 
(how is this, that Proteftantifm refts wholly for 
its authority and credit on the development 
theory. The difference between the Catholic 
theory and the Proteftant is this — that the 
Catholic believes in a gradual development in 
the early ages, through the appointed means, 
and in regular order : the Proteftant believes 
in a fudden infpiration after nearly fifteen hun- 
dred years of darknefs; and that this develop- 
ment was accompliflied by irregular means, 
and with no fettled order, but in accordance 
with human caprice. 

In no point have the Proteftants been 
more determined than on that of difhonouring 
our Lady. Happily, the Anglican Church 
did not imitate the fanatics of the fixteenth 
century in reviling the Mother of our Lord, 
i hough we fear many individuals of her com- 
munion did fo; we cannot deny that there 
exifts at this time a moft determined prejudice 
againft doing her honour, or even acknowledg- 
ing her by this title conferred upon her by the 
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Council of Ephefus, " The Mother of God." 
We fhall now endeavour to remove that pre- 
judice by examining the development of this 
Cultus in the Early Church. Before doing 
this, we muft meet a common objeftion of the 
prefent day — one of three hundred years {land- 
ing — that the Cultus of the Saints is a return 
to Paganifm, and is in itfelf idolatry forbidden 
in the Bible. In examining this point, we 
fhall have to deal wholly with the Old Tefta- 
ment, and not with the New. It is remark 
able, that while there is no practice more con- 
ftantly and more ftrongly forbidden throughout 
the whole of the one, there is a complete abfence 
of fuch prohibitions in the other. The Council 
of Jerufalem forbade eating of facrifices offered 
to idols; and S. Paul, in his Epiftles to the 
Corinthians, confirms the decree. But neither 
the Council nor S. Paul fpeak of idolatry in 
fuch a way as the Hebrew Lawgiver fpoke of 
it, or prohibited it in terms like thofe of the 
Prophets ; and this, we may be fure, not be- 
caufe idolatry might be tolerated — for we are 
certain that neither would have tolerated it — but 
becaufe they never contemplated its poflibility 
in the Church. Had the Spirit which infpired 
the Apoftles forefeen that the Church was 
likely to fall into idolatry, as the Hebrew nation 
fell, there would doubtlefs have been as many 
and as explicit warnings againft it, as there arc 
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in the Old Teftament. It was forefeen, furely, 
that the belief in the Incarnate God, the ap- 
prehend on of the great Central Truth of the 
Gofpel, that God became a Creature in the 
Perfon of Christ, removed that which was the 
chief caufe of idolatry among the people of 
Ifrael. The God of their worfhip was no 
longer the far diftant incorporeal Being of the 
Ifraelitifh faith. He had become Man, and had 
taken the nature of man ; He could be repre- 
fented in a vifible form, and apprehended by 
human intellect. Human faith needed no longer 
the intervention of fome inferior being, like to 
man himfelf,to ftand intermediate between him- 
felf and God, for the Son of God became fuch. 
The vaft impaflable gulf between Heaven and 
earth was bridged over, when God and Man 
were united in One Perfon. The longing 
defire for the God of men's worfhip to become 
comprehenfible to the fenfes, which was one, 
and a very moving caufe of idolatry in the 
ancient world, was now accomplifhed, and the 
whole apparatus of intermediate deities, half 
divine, half human, was no longer needed to 
fupply the natural craving of the worfhipper. 

The fa& of the Incarnation changed the 
whole relation; between God and Man ; and 
confequently, to a very confiderable extent, 
changed alfo the Law. The Firft Table of the 
Law had to be modified; no longer is the Second 
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Commandment to be received in its plain and 
literal meaning ; its typical fenfe only remained. 
And this accounts for the fad, otherwife not 
ea(y to underftand, that nowhere, in the New 
Teftament, is the Firft Table of the Law 
enjoined upon the Church. Our Lord and 
S. Paul both enumerate the commands of the 
Second Table in exprefs terms, but they feem 
purpofely to ignore the Firft, except only in 
that fummary, " Thou fhalt love the Lord 
" with all thy heart, and foul, and ftrength, 
" and mind," and this, doubtlefs, becaufe fubfe- 
quent to the Incarnation the terms of the 
Second became inapplicable to God Who had 
taken a material form. For the Command- 
ment forbids all pi&orial reprefentations of 
God, as abfolutely as all adoration of the 
fame. Such reprefentations are looked upon, 
both by the Jew and the Mohammedan of the 
prefent day, as ftriftly forbidden. A ftrift Jew 
regards the pourtraying of the Son of God in 
the brilliant colours of a church window, or in 
a carved crucifix, as a diredt, breach of the Law 
of God. But the abiding Infpiration of the 
Church ever led the faithful, in the dark retreats 
of the catacombs or in the glorious funflxine of 
a gorgeous cathedral, to aflift the devotion of 
thofe who worlhip in fpirit and in truth by a 
reprefentationapprehenfibleof the fenfes. Soalfo 
— we mention this merely in pafling — the fame 



Infpiration guided the Church to abolifh the 
Fourth Commandment as far as the literal 
Sabbath was concerned, and to commemorate 
weekly, inftead of it, the Death and Refurre&ion 
of the Lord. So likewife, the fame unerring 
Infpiration led the Church to the Cultus of her 
who gave a body to the Son of God, at whofe 
breafts He derived His infant nourifhment j for 
that was a natural and legitimate refult of the 
fad of the Incarnation itfelf. So alfo the Church 
honours thofe Saints, who through faith in the 
Incarnate God, and the power of the Divine 
Spirit, conquered the enemies whom Christ 
conquered, and became each one a living temple 
of the Holy Ghost, as eminent members of 
Christ, in whom the works of the Holy 
Ghost are made manifeft in the world. 

There is another conflderation, which fhows 
that the language of the Old Teftament about 
idols and idolatry can have no reference to the 
Cultus of the Saints. It is this — that the idols 
or falfe gods of the heathen were not good men, 
but evil fpirits, demons. Our Lord identifies 
the god whom the Philiftines worfhipped, 
Beelzebub, as the " Prince of the Demons." 
S. Paul tells us further, yet in truth he is 
quoting Pfalm cvi. 37, that the facrifices of 
the heathen, were made to demons, and not 
to God. There is no parallel between the 
Cultus of God's Saints and the cultus of 
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demons; the prohibition of the latter cannot 
be made to extend to the former. Befides this 
negative afpe& of the Cultus of the Bleffed 
Virgin, there is a pofitive afpe& alfo, and one 
which fhould lead us to fee the neceffity of a 
return to it among members of the Anglican 
Church. 

We have fhown before how the indwelling 
Infpiration led the Church to the development 
of the full doftrine of the Incarnation. We 
have feen that it was not until the feventh 
century after the Incarnation, that fhe arrived 
at the perfect knowledge of that do&rine. In 
arriving at this, it was feen that there muft be 
a deeper apprehenfion of her honour, in whom 
that Incarnation was accomplifhed. To meet 
the herefy of thofe days there was given to her 
the title of " the Mother of God." Then 
the proper Cultus of the BleiTed Virgin com- 
menced ; and it deferves to be efpecially noted, 
that from that time no herefy on the matter of 
the Incarnation obtained any lengthened {land- 
ing in the Church. There was the herefy of 
Eutyches, and of the Monothelites, and of the 
Monophyfites ; but the Church quickly con- 
demned and excommunicated them ; and they 
became fe&s outfide her body, not a fchool 
within. We may lay it down as an hiftorical 
fa&, that from the time that the Cultus of the 
Bleffed Virgin took a hold on the mind of the 



Church, and entered into her Offices and 
Ritual, {he has been preferved from herefy on 
the do&rine of the Incarnation, the one great 
trouble before that Cultus was eftablifhed. The 
many Antichrifts which difturbed her faith 
ceafed to difquiet her ; the foundation was 
fecured, and no ftorm without could (hake it. 
The mind of the Church now fully compre- 
hended that laid down by the eagle-fighted 
Apoftle, " Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
" God : every Spirit that confefleth that Jesus 
" Christ is come in the flefh is of God ; and 
« every fpirit that confefleth not that Jesus 
u Christ is come in the flefh is not of God j 
" and this is that fpirit of An tichrift, whereof ye 
" have heard that it fhould come " ( I S. John 
iv. 2.) The Incarnation is eflentially the 
Dottrine of Chrijt^ of which the fame Apoftle 
fays, "He that abideth in the do£trine of 
u Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
" Son," and of thofe who would not receive it, 
he further commanded, and the Church afted 
through feven centuries on that command, 
u If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this do£trine, receive him not into your houfe, 
neither bid him God-fpeed" (2 S. John 10.) 
It was this diiciple, who received into his home 
the BlefTed Mother of God. When he paid 
her the honour due to a mother, he would not 
allow thofe who denied her Motherhood of 
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God to enter into his houfe, neither would he 
bid them God-fpeed ; an example, furely, in- 
tended for the Church) which is the Houfe of 
God, in all ages, to follow ; to honour her, of 
whom came the Incarnate God, with worthy 
worfhip, and to excommunicate all who fhould 
refufe to acknowledge her Son as the Son of God. 
In Southern Europe, among people far more 
fufceptible of religious feeling than thofe of 
the colder North, the devotion to the Mother 
of God takes a form of Angular perfonal affec- 
tion and regard. Christ's Mother is their 
Mother, His love to her becomes theirs ; they 
realize a relationfhip as exifting between them- 
felves and her, as between a mother and her 
children. God the Father is a Spirit too 
high, too far removed from human weaknefs and 
frailty to be diftinftly apprehended : the Son of 
God, though He is ftill in human form and 
nature, is to be the Great Judge at the Day of 
Judgment; His awful majefty, His fupreme 
power, are affociated with an idea of juftice 
and righteoufhefs before which the erring foul 
fhrinks and trembles. It longs for one more 
abfolutely human, for one who can have 
more tender affe&ion, more loving condefcen- 
fion. Where can this be found more fully 
| than in her who has been a mother, and has 
all thofe affe&ionate feelings which belong to 
motherhood ? Here is a bofom in which it can 



reft, here is a being to whom can be confided all 
the weaknefTes and forrows of the human heart. 
The Southern Catholic realizes all this in a 
ftrangely real manner. There is an image or 
a pi&ure of the Madonna in the houfe, or it 
may be in the ever- open Church ; to it goes 
the mother of the family or the child ; fhe tells 
it all her troubles, her trials, her difficulties : 
fhe looks to her for help, for counfel, for com- 
fort. She feels that there is one to whom 
fhe may unbofom herfelf, her fpiritual Mother, 
and that Mother, the Queen of Heaven. Sir 
Walter Scott, with that Angular Catholic inftin& 
which fo often appears in his writings, in fpite of 
the narrow and cold Proteftantifm by which he 
was furrounded, and in which he had been 
brought up, fhowed how truly he could realize 
this feeling, puts this prayer in the mouth of 
one of his heroines : — 

" Maiden ! hear a maiden's prayer 1 
" Mother 1 hear a fuppliant child I" 

The following is quoted from a living writer 
— a paffage which well defcribes the depth of 
this feeling : — 

tt They come and pour forth their whole 
"fouls before fome pidure or image of the 
u Madonna — entering into all their hopes and 
" fears, doubts and anxieties, every detail of 
" their domeftic circumftances, quite as natu- 
" rally as a child confides its little troubles or 




" defires to one of whofe fympathy and aflift- 
" ance it has rcafon to be allured. At one time 
" you may fee a poor woman who is going on a 
u journey, or removing from her ufual place of 
" refidence, come to take leave of her favourite 
" Madonna, and talk to her, and lament over the 
" reparation, and in every refpe& converfe with 
" her as though fhe were her neareft and deareft 
« friend, from whom flie was about to part. Or 
" you may fee another rum haftily into a Church, 
« evidently under the preflure of fome fudden 
<c trial, throw herfelf at the feet of the Madonna 
" and cover them with kifles ; then, amid the 
<c moft convulfive fobs, and with anything but 
M the filent prayer of Anna, in which c only her 
" c lips moved, but her voice was not heard at 
<c * all/ tell her the whole hiftory of what has 
" happened, and implore her interference. Gra- 
dually her agitation fubfides ; fhe has commu- 
" nicated her troubles to one who will be fure 
" to help her, and, ftrengthened by this confo- 
" lation, fhe rifes from her knees, with a calm 
" and cheerful countenance, to go forth and bear 
" them patiently. Yet fhe can fcarcely make up 
" her mind to leave the fan&uary of her peace. 
c< As fhe withdraws with flow and unwilling 
" fteps, ever and anon fhe turns her head to waft 
" another kifs to the Madonna; and you may hear 
"fuch parting exclamations as thefe burfting 
u from her lips : c Addto % Mamma mia ; I have 
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c< c told you everything ; I am going away now, 
" * I reckon upon your help ; you underftand 
" c me : I know you'll not disappoint me 5 Addio, 
u c Mamma mia y Addio I ' 

" And left any of my readers mould think 
<€ that this child-like Simplicity is confined to the 
" lower and more uneducated clafles, I cannot 
c< refift the temptation of presenting them with 
u one or two extracts from a little book of de- 
" votions, publifhed about thirty years ago by a 
" diftinguifhed advocate, at that time one of the 
"judges in Naples. This is a fpecimen of the 
" kind of addrefs which he ufes towards the 
" Madonna : * Liften to me, my Mother ; you 
" c muji grant me what I have afked, for if you 
u l refufe, what will people fay of you F Either 
cc * that you could not, or that you would not, 
u c help me. That you could not, nobody will 
" c believe, for they know you too well for that ; 
<c c and then that you would not, I proteft I 
" c would rather be told that you had not the 
" c power than that you had not the will. For 
u c what ! Shall it be faid that my own Mother, 
cc * the Mother of mercy, grace, and kindnefs, 
u * had not the will to relieve the neceffity of one 
" c of her children? Oh, what then will become of 
<c * her reputation ? Think of this, my Mother, 
" c and extricate yourfelf from the dilemma if 
u c you can.' And again, c You think, perhaps, 
u c my Mother, that you have given me a great 
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c deal already ; I do not deny it ; but you owe 
" c me ftill more than you have given me. Every- 
" c one knows that your riches are inexhaufti- 
" c ble, that you are the Queen of Heaven and 
" c earth, the difpenfer of grace and the gifts of 
c< ' God. But then confider, I pray of you, that 
il c thofe riches were given you, not for yourfelf 
" ( alone, but for your children ; for me, the leaft 
<c * and moft unworthy of them all ! Was it not 
" i to redeem me that the Son of God became 
" c man, and chofe you for His Mother ? Be- 
" < hold, then, all that you have is ours ; it was 
" * given you for us ; it belongs to us. Now, 
" * you cannot deny that all that you have yet 
" c given me is as nothing compared with what 
" c you poflefs. You are, therefore, my debtor, 
<c * and you owe me much. Is it not fo ? What 
c< c anfwer have you to make to this V" 

Through the Middle Ages the Church was 
little troubled with herefy on the do&rine 
of the Incarnation; during which time the 
Cultus of the Mother of God continued, and 
perhaps had outgrown its proper proportions, 
and had become exceffive. When that rebel- 
lion of human will againft Divine will, of indi- 
vidual authority againft the authority of Christ 
which He committed to His Church, was 
confummated — we mean of courfe the fo- 
called Reformation — then, as was naturally to 
be expe&ed, the Mother of God became an 



efpecial mark for the blafphemies of men 
whofe object was to overthrow the Church of 
her Son. One of the firft a&s of thofe who 
took in hand the extin&ion of the old Faith, 
and the fetting up of the new, was the aboli- 
tion of the Cultus of S. Mary, and the Invoca- 
tion of the Saints of God. More or lefs, in a 
greater or lefs degree, among different fedions 
and different communities, was our Lady 
degraded, in fbme abfolutely blafphemed. In 
all, we believe, without exception, has {he 
been denied the title given her by the Council 
of Ephefus, "the Mother of God." Let 
Proteftants mark the refult — immediately the 
moft painful and blafphemous dodrines con- 
cerning the Incarnation followed. Fanatical 
fe&s in this country and in Europe everywhere 
abounded ; in many of which old herefies were 
again revived, and new ones invented. Few, 
probably, were really orthodox on the Catholic 
dodrine of the Trinity. Many were profefled 
deniers of the Divinity of our Lord. Years 
have rolled on. Proteftantifm has become the 
fettled religion of a large portion of Europp. 
And what do we now fee ? That by far the 
larger number of thofe who commenced in 
denying to our Lady the title of " Mother of 
God " have advanced to the point of denying, 
or at leaft of not confeffing, that her Son is the 
Son of God. Take an example in our own 
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Bull of Pius IX. There is a fort of vague 
notion that it is inconfiftent with our do&rine 
of " Christ alone without fin " — that in fome 
way it detra&s from His miraculous concep- 
tion and birth. It is further obje&ed that 
there is no trace of this do&rine in the Scrip- 
tures, that it was unknown to the Fathers, 
that it is a late invention of the Roman 
Church, and therefore on all thefe grounds to 
be at once reje&ed. 

We have already fhown that the fe& of a 
do&rine not being found in Holy Scripture, 
and not taught in the earlier ages of the 
Church, but developed fubfequently, is really 
no obje&ion, or, rather, is not tenable by 
thofe who, like ourfelves, hold the authority of 
the firft fix General Councils. We have feen 
that the do&rine of the Perfon of Christ was 
not fully revealed to the Church until the 
Monophyfite and Monothelite herefies com- 
pelled the Church to define the Catholic Faith 
in a fuller manner than is found in the Bible, 
or known to the early Fathers. In like manner 
the Council of Ephefus, when it gave to our 
Lady the title of Tbeotokos^ produced a feed 
from which fubfequent do&rines were the 
legitimate growth. The laft obje&ion, that 
the do&rine of the Immaculate Conception 
is exprefsly Roman do&rine, is probably the 
ftrongeft of all, and therefore requires a clofer 
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confideration. To the mere Proteftant and to 
the unlearned Anglican, this objection feems 
Co fatal to the do£trine, that few confider it 
even needful to inquire further. Prejudice and 
inconOderation are, of all things, the moft hoftile 
to the truth in this and in all other matters. 
Let the Proteftant weigh the following fa&s : 
— The do&rine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion was developed by the fame perfons who 
firft developed the Proteftant do&rine of the 
Atonement — that is, the idea of Christ pay- 
ing a debt for us to His Heavenly Father. 
Our great Archbifhop, one of the firft, if not 
the firft, of the Schoolmen, S. Anfelm, pro- 
pounds a do&rine of Satisfaction, from which 
the Proteftant idea is a legitimate development. 
John the Scot,* better known as Duns Scotus, 
our own countryman, one of the greateft, if 
not the greateft, of the Schoolmen, may be 
con fide red as the originator of the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception. S. Thomas 
Aquinas denied it. Peter Lombard gave it as 
his opinion that the Holy Ghost firft purified 
the Blefled Virgin from all fin when He over- 
fhadowed her. S. Bonaventura ftates his belief 
that though God might have preferved her 
from Original Sin, yet He had not done fo. 
S. Bernard, in his celebrated letter to the 
Canons of Lyons, writes thus: — "I firmly 
u believe, with the Church, that fhe was fan&i- 
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and difcuffions, and that of the dodtrine we 
are confidering — enough, at leaft, to make us 
fay that Proteftants have no right to condemn 
the dogma on the fcore of its being new, fo 
long as they hold the Anfelmic theory of Satis- 
faction. We may alfo be permitted to remind 
zealous Anglicans, who cling to the principles 
of Bifhop Bull, and would limit the Canon of 
Vincent of Lirens to the firft feven centuries, 
that they have quietly acquiefced in a change 
or a development of for greater importance, in 
accepting the Nicene Creed with the Filioque 
claufe, than the Cultus of the Blefled Virgin ; 
for certainly it is a far greater change, a far 
more important development, to affirm a new 
fad about the Holy Trinity, than one about 
the Blefled Virgin. Yet Anglicans can fiercely 
aflail Romanifts with making additions to the 
Faith fince the laft General Council, and at the 
fame time repeat, week after week, a fymbol 
containing a claufe reje£ted by the entire Ortho- 
dox Church, a claufe not found in the Bible, and 
unknown to the early Fathers, but, ftrange to 
fay, a pure development of the Roman Church ! 

Such confideration will, we truft, prevail 
to remove a priori prejudices to a candid 
inveftigation of the do&rine, and perhaps even 
to render the mind favourable to the invefti- 
gation. 

There are two points in the confideration 




of the Incarnation which, all will admit, are 
abfolutely neceffary and true. ift. That our 
Lord's Conception was wholly without fin; 
2ndly. That He derived from His Mother all 
that belongs to His Manhood. Eaually, then, 
does it neceflarily follow that from the time of 
His Conception to that of His Birth — at the 
very leaft — His Mother mult have been abfo- 
lutely finlefs ; for, had it not been fo, our 
Lord would have contracted fin from her — 
u Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean ? " For we muft bear in mind that 
our Divine Lord took all that belongs to His 
Human Nature from His Mother, both as 
regards His Soul and His Body. It was not 
that a precious jewel was (hut up in a worthlefs 
cafket, but it was that God was in the womb 
of His Mother receiving His Human Nature 
from her. The Pearl, according to the beauti- 
ful interpretation of our Lord's Parable by 
TheophylacSr, receives its birth from the fhell in 
which it is enclofed ; far more precious than the 
enclofing fhell, with purer luftre, the Child 
exceeds the Mother, though all is derived from 
her. If then the Mother were finlefs, it muft 
needs have been by fome fpecial grace that fhe 
was fo. When was this grace afforded ? Be- 
fore, certainly, the Conception of our Lord ; 
nay, before the Salutation of the Angel: 
44 Hail, thou that haft been replenished with 



Grace!" — in the perfe& tenfe, an adion 
pa(Ted, not then commencing; — exadtly ex- 
preffed by the Vulgate Ave Gratia plena. 
Can we think otherwife than that fhe was 
fandified from her mothers womb ? God 
thus fan&ified the Forerunner of His Son, S. 
John the Baptift, can we think that He would 
do lefs than thus fanftify the Mother of His 
Son ? Nay, rather, would He not do much 
more ? Not only reverence, but reafon, muft 
fuggeft that the Mother of God was fin- 
lefs. Not only was fhe fan&ified from her 
mother's womb, but alfo muft fhe have been 
finlefs in her life, otherwife fhe would not 
have been fit to be the Mother of God. 

Sin is of two kinds, a&ive and paffive. 
Paffive is that which we know beft by the 
term " Original Sin," a certain defeft derived 
from the fall of our firft parents. All theolo- 
gians, from the time of S. Auguftine — for the 
do&rine of Original Sin was undeveloped be- 
fore his time — and excepting S. Auguftine, and 
a few who followed him in his exceffive efti- 
mate of what that fin is, have held that Ori- 
ginal Sin is negative and not pofitive, is an 
abfence of Grace, not an infufion of evil ; 
confequently it can be remedied by the gift 
of Grace : and that if to any one there be 
beftowed this gift of Grace while yet in his 
mother's womb, then there will be born one 
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who is free from finful inclination and pro- 
penfityj and if there continue fupplies of 
Grace there need be no fubfequent fin. There 
remains, however, the taint of hereditary de- 
fcent from fallen Adam, the mere confequence 
of being conceived and born of finful parents. 
This fpot on the foul, not an a&ive agent of 
fin, nor yet an opening through which the 
tempter may infinuate himfelf, is but a ftain in 
an otherwife pure being. A fingle a& of 
Grace can remove this, and if that a£fc of 
Grace be applied, there is born one immacu- 
late. That aft of Grace which removes the 
ftain of Original Sin is one purchafed by the 
Merits and Atonement of Christ. 

Here then is a wonderful interchange be- 
tween the Mother of God and the Son of 
that Mother. She is made immaculate through 
the Atonement of her Son j He receives an 
Immaculate Humanity from His Mother, ren- 
dered immaculate through His all-fufficient 
Atonement ; and this is in truth the dodrine of 
the Immaculate Conception, as declared by 
the Bull of December 8, 1854, which ex- 
preflly affirms " That the moft Bleffed Virgin 
Mary, in the firft inftance of her conception, 
by a fingular privilege and grace of God, in 
virtue of the Merits ofjefus Cbriji^ the Saviour 
of the human race^ was preferved exempt from 
all ftain of Original Sin." It is perfe&ly true 
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that the early Fathers never declared their 
belief in this doctrine, nor could they, for they 
never declared their belief in that which ren- 
ders fuch a doctrine neceflary — Original Sin. 
It was S. Auguftine who developed the doc- 
trine, which was neceffitated by the herefy of 
Pelagius; confequently there could be no af- 
fertion of the Immaculate Conception as there 
had been no aflertion of Original Sin. It was, 
however, a pious opinion before the time of S. 
Auguftine — we may fay an univerfal belief — 
that the Mother of God was preferved through 
life from actual fin by a fpecial gift of Grace. 

The doctrine of the perfectly finlefs Nature 
of Christ requires a belief in the freedom from 
actual fin in the perfon of His Mother, at lead: 
previous to His birth — a freedom which in 
itfelf is not, in the ftricteft fenfe of the term, 
miraculous. While, on the other hand, to 
fuppofe that fhe had ever actually finned, would 
require an act ftridtly miraculous to render her 
immaculate. For active fin implies two things 
— firft, an act which ftains or pollutes the foul ; 
fecondly, the acquifition of a finful habit, 
which requires an application of Divine power, 
by a fpecial act, to remove ; in a word, it 
would require a larger, and, if we may fo fay, 
a ftronger application of the Merits of Christ, 
and of the Atonement which He made, to re- 
move the finfulnefs of the act of fin, as well as 
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the pollution engendered by the habit of fin, 
than the infufion of fuch a habit of grace as 
would be fufficient to preferve from fin. Surely 
it is a more reafonable, not to fay a more 
reverent belief, to fuppofe that the Almighty 
Father, the Author of all Grace, beftowed 
on her in whom His Son fhould become 
Incarnate, fuch a habit of grace from her 
mother's womb that fhe fhould live her early 
life without fin, than that He would permit her 
to be tempted and fall into fin, and then, by 
what we may almoft term a miraculous pro- 
cefs, render her immaculate in order to become 
the Mother of the Sinlefs Saviour ! Sinlefs 
in her life, finlefs in her death, fhe ftands forth 
as the firft and higheft example of the efficacy 
of the all-fufficient Atonement of her Sinlefs 
Son! 
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When the Blefled Virgin brought forth the 
Incarnate God, there was fung in Heaven, 
" Peace on earth, Good-will to men." The 
echo of that fong fhould ftill be heard rever- 
berating through the vaults and aifles of Holy 
Church. Inftead of this, there is ever the 
found of war : war, the faddeft of all wars — 
war between brethren. Yes, the very Gofpel 
of Peace is a call to war ; the Kingdom of 
Christ is divided, and brother fights with 



brother — England againft Rome, and Rome 
againft England'. Love, charity, truth, are 
thrown off, and hatred, bitternefs, evil-fpeak- 
ing, take their place. " Shall the fword devour 
for ever ? " Is there never to be peace in the 
Houfe of the Prince of Peace ? There was 
once a city befieged : in that city there was a 
wife woman, and {he faid to the captain of the 
befieging army, " They were wont to (peak 
" in old time, faying, They {hall furely afk 
" counfel at Abel : and fo they ended the 
" matter. I am one of them that are peaceable 
" and faithful in Ifrael : thou feekeft to deftroy 
cc a city and a mother in Ifrael : why wilt thou 
u fwallow up the inheritance of the Lord ? " 
There is war in Christ's Kingdom ; there are 
hoftile camps, cities befieged. Yet there comes 
the voice of wifdom, Why wilt thou fwallow 
up the inheritance of the Lord ? There are 
fbme, furely, who are peaceable and faithful in 
Ifrael. Let us feek counfel at Abel, and fo 
end the matter. The writer of the above EfTay 
offers it as an Olive Branch of Peace between 
the two contending parties ; a word of counfel 
from Abel. It is the enemy of fouls who 
makes differences : our God is a God of peace. 
The word of counfel is this : — Do not ex- 
aggerate differences, feek rather to reconcile 
them. Do not provoke animofity, but promote 
love. It is charity, not wrath, that covereth 



the multitude of fins. Why do they of the 
Roman Obedience exaggerate the faults of 
their brethren of the Anglican Communion ? 
Why are Anglicans fo bitter againft Romans ? 
u Sirs, ye are brethren j why do ye wrong one 
" to another ? " 

We may hope that, as the mifts of error 
difperfe, and the light of Divine Truth mines 
more clearly upon the Church, Anglicans will 
fee the neceffity, as well as the propriety, of 
the Cultus of our Lady. The do&rine of the 
Incarnation of the Son is incomplete without 
there be held with it the fad of the finlefs life 
of His Mother. Can the worfhip of the Incar- 
nate Son be perfedt without the Cultus of His 
finlefs Mother ? It is the " miffing link," that 
has fo long fevered the Anglican from com- 
munion with both Eaft and Weft. To join 
again the broken chain will furely bring that 
bleffing which the Son of Mary once pro- 
nounced, " Bleffed are the " peacemakers, for 

they fhall be called the Children of God." 

Pax Vobiscum. Amen. 
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And there appeared a great wonder in Heaven, A Woman, 
clothed with the Sun, and the Moon under her feet, and upon 
her head a crown of twelve Stars . . . and (he brought forth 
a Man Child Who was to rule all nations. — Revelation xii. 

it 5- 

A Garden inclofed is My Sifter, My Spoufe, a Spring fliut 
up, a Fountain fealed ; thy Plants are an Orchard of Point- 
granatet, with pleafant Fruits ; Cyprefi, with Spikenard.— £ong 
or Solomon iv. 12, 13. 

As the Lily among thorns, fo is my Love among the daughters. 
As the Apple-tree among the trees of the wood, £0 is My 
Beloved among the Sons. — Song op Solomon ii. 2, 3. 

Thy ftature is like to a Palm-tree, and thy breafts to clutters of 
Grapes. — Song or Solomon vii. 7. 

Thou art beautiful, O my Love, as Tlrzah 5 comely as Jeru- 
falem .... My Dove, My Undefilcd is but one 5 (he is the 
only one of her mother, (he is the choice one of her that 
bare her. The daughters faw her, and blefled her ; yea, the 
Queens, and they praifed her. Who is (he that looketh forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the fun ? — Song or 
Solomon vi. 4, 9, 10. 

How fair and how pleafant art thou, O Love, for delights. 

Song or Solomon vii. 6. 



The Holt Ghost His temple in her built, 
Cleanfcd from congenial, kept from mortal guilt. 

Saints who of God have beatific view 
Such mighty joys peculiar never knew ; 
They to hymn God as votaries are employed, 
As Mother of the God they hymned, fhe joyed. 

When to the grave fhe fhould refign her clay, 
Exulting when the world fhe was to leave 
And her Divine Viaticum receive, 
Fell lick and died of an excels of love, 
Haftening to her reftoratives above. 
Heaven with transcendent joys her entrance graced, 
Next to His throne her Son His Mother placed, 
There below now (he's of Heaven poflefled, 
All generations are to call her blefled. 

O happy Virgin undefiled, 
Blefled Mother of a Blefled Child. 

Bishop Kin. 



Mother 1 whofe virgin bofom was uncroft 
With the leaft fhade of thought to fin allied ! 
Woman ! above all women glorified ; 
Our tainted nature's folitary boaft j 
Purer than foam on central ocean toft $ 
Brighter than eaftern fides at daybreak ftrewn 
With fancied rofes, than the unblemifh'd moon 
Before her wane begins on heaven's blue coaft j 
Thy image rails to earth. 

Wordsworth. 
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X 3WI apology 

or 

A Vindication of a Booke entituled 

THE FEMALE GLORY, 

From y'falfe and malevolent Jfperjions caft uppon 

it by Henry Burton, of late defervedly cen- 

fured by y e Starr Chamber. 



" Hail ! Thou that art highly favoured. 
Blessed art Thou among Women.** — S. Gabriel. 

" Bls8sed art Thou among Women.'* — S. Elizabeth. 

" All generations (hall call me Blessed." — S. Mary. 



Dedicated to 

The moft Reverend Father in God, William, 

Lord Arch-Bifhoppe of Canterbury, His Grace ; 

And William, Lord Bifhoppe of London, 

and Lord Treafurer of England / 

His moft honoured & lingular good Lords, 

By 
ANTHONY STAFFORD, Gent. 



Seraph of Heaven ! too gentle to be human, 

Veiling beneath that radiant form of woman 

All that is infupportable in thee 

Of light, and love, and immortality! 

Sweet Benedi&on in the eternal curfe ! 

Veil'd Glory of this lamplefs univerfe ! * 

Thou Moon beyond the clouds ! thou living Form 

Among the Dead ! Thou Star above the ftorm ! 

Thou Wonder, and thou Beauty, and thou Terror 1 

Thou Harmony of Nature's art ! Thou Mirror 

In whom, as in the fplendour of the Sun, 

All fhapes look glorious which thou gazeft on ! 

See where we ftands ! a mortal fhape endued 

With love, and life, and light, and deity $ 

The motion which may change but cannot die j 

An image of fome bright eternity $ 

A fhadow of fome golden dream ; a fplendour 

Leaving the third fphere pilotlefs. 

Shelley. 

O Mother Maid ! O Maid and Mother free ! 

O bum unburnt, burning in Mofes* fight ! 

That down didft ravifh from the Deity, 

Through humblenefs, the Spirit that did alight 

Upon thy heart, whence, through that glory's might, 

Conceived was the Father's fapience, 

Help me to tell it in thy reverence ! 

Lady, thy goodnefs, thy magnificence, 

Thy virtue, and thy great humility, 

Surpafs all fcience and all utterance 5 

For fometimes, Lady ! ere men pray to thee 

Thou go'ft before in thy benignity, 

The light vouchfafing of thy prayer, 

To be our guide unto thy Son fo dear ! 

My knowledge is fo weak, O blifsful Queen, 
To tell abroad thy mighty worth inefs, 
That I the weight of it may not fuftain ; 
But as a- child of twelve months old, or lefi, 
That laboureth his language to exprefs, 
Even fo fare I J and therefore I thee pray, 
Guide thou my fong, which I of thee fliall fay. 

Chaucer, PriorefiU Tale, modernized by Wordsworth. 
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21 3W* apology* 

Mr MOST HONNOURED LORDES / 

IY Soule is divided betweene an 
humble defire to importune your 
Lordjbips with lines unworthy 
your perufall,and a reverend feare 
leaft I fhould interrupt your more 
ferious thoughts, & your great important af- 
faires. But, my Gracious Lordes, neceffity 
(an obferver of neither lawes, nor Holy-daies) 
commands, & I muft obey ; and (though w tk 
the breach of good manners) endeavour to keepe 
my Faith unfufpe&ed. With bended Knees I 
dayly befeech God, that I may dye according 
to that of TacituSy 4< bona fama^ potius quam 
magna." Yet, is not my Reputation fo deare 
to mee, that I will not forgive all injuries done 
mee, either in Fame, or in Fortune, with the 
fame facility they are a&ed. My Mynd is of 
proofe againft all thefe j for I have learned in 
my Saviours Schoole to endure all wronges 
of this Nature ; but hee that calls my Religion 



Tacitus. 



H, Burton. 



H. Burtons 
Sermon : 

For God & 
the King. 



in queftion, & bringes my Faith to God in fuf- 
pition, toucheth me to the quicke, & gives me 
a deepe wound, w** hee can never heale, fo 
that the fcarre will not remaine. Hee that is 
not tender and fenfible this way, unmanneth 
himfelfe, & is at but beft a Monfter of Nature 
in humane fliape. By Religion, my Soule is 
joind,andmarrydd,toher Maker & Redeemer; 
& hee that malicioufly and falfly publifheth a 
divorce betweene God and her, is by farre more 
cruell than hee, who, by violence, feparates her 
from the body (he hath fo long inhabited ; her 
vnion with the latter being not fo ftrong, as that 
with the former. This deadly blow I have re- 
ceived, my moft Reverend Lordes, for I am 
brought upon the ftage by the Firji borne of 
Infamie , one Burton, heretofore a fweep r of his 
Ma tics Clofett, for an Innovatour ; for a Blaf- 
phemer of my Heavenly Father ; & a bafe 
Defertour of my Mother Church, from whofe 
holy Brefts I never fuckt any corrupt Nou- 
rifhment 

Hee fays I have, " in a Booke intituled The 
" Female Glory, Deified a Creature y the Holy 
Virgin Mary, & made her equal! to her Crea- 
tour." Though this abominable vntruth will 
appeare to any man of comon fenfe, who (hall 
reade that Treatyfe of myne ; yet are there fo 
many, who will never perufe it, but will take 
all Allegations brought againft mee, by my 
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malevolent jfdverfary> for true, that I (hall never 
be able to wipe off the fcandall. Once I de- 
termined to anfweare his Forgeries \ but that 
thought left me, when I underftoode from Doc- 
tor Heylins Reply to this iimple Schifmatique, 
that your Lord/hips, and the Churchy were re- 
folved to vouchfafe, neither him, nor any of his 
fellow-fooles any further Jnfwer; but that they 
fhould henceforward write at y e perill of their 
ears. Being in this perplexity, not knowing 
what courfe to take, I confulted with my beft, 
and moft knowing Friends, who unanimoufly 
advifed mee not to penne any publique Satisfac- 
tion, for two reafons ; the firjl was, for that 
yo r Lordjhips had forbidden it ; the next, that 
thofe obftinate fpirits that would not reade my 
former Booke, would much leffe furveigh my 
enfuing Defence. Yet, did they judge it moft 
fitt, that I mould endeavour to give your Lord- 
jhips fatisfa&ion, becaufe to you both I owe it ; 
& left I mould incurre your ill opinions, a dif- 
after w cb I would not willingly outlive. To 
you, my Lordes Grace, I ftand obliged to lay 
my Bofome open, in that I have dependency 
on your Grace ; you being the moft Honour- 
able Lord & Chancellour of this Vniverfity, 
whereof I glory to be a Member. To you, 
my Lord of London, I am ingaged further to 
exprefle myfelfe, becaufe by your Authority my 
Booke was licenced ; & confequently, no dif- 






/ 



lxxxii 



A Jujl Apology 



grace can light on mee without reflecting on 
yo. And to make this (hort Jpologie y another 
Motive, and a continuall Remembrancer, is the 
honnour and happinefle I have, to bee often 
converfant with the learned & prudent Prefi- 
dent, & FelloweS) of that Co Hedge, w ch will for 
ever glory in hoih your Governments, & pre- 
dicate yo r Bounty by w** it hath beene fo much 
beautified, and inlarged. I know yo r Lordjhipps 
love frugality in wordes, I will therefore onely 
ufe fo e many as mail both give you an account, 
why I prefum'd to put my Sickle into the Di- 
vines Harveft in wryting this Booke; & alfo free 
mee from the odious Afperfions of the Spiritual/ 
Rebell; & vindicate the Booke itfelfe fro the 
venemous {landers laide on it. The Labour 
will not bee great ; for the meere quoting of 
diverfe places in it, w ch directly make againft 
the profane Idolatrizing of this Superlative 
Saint y will iuftifie me in all eyes, but in thofe of 
Envy, and her brood. 

As for thejir/ij being by many tyes obliged 
to a mod vertuous & learned Lady of this 
Land, I conceived I could prefent her with no- 
thing more acceptable, in her fight, than the 
Lives of the Female Saints, which were 
never yet, by any man, truly & elegantly 
written. And to begin this Worke with The 
Blessed Virgin, the comon method of others, 
Piety, & my Confcience, enioined mee. True 




it is, I have never received Holy Orders ; but 
as true I ever afpired to that great Dignity ; & 
of all Studies was ever moft delighted with that 
of Divinity. More over, this being but a Hif- 
tory, I faw the penning of it required no fub- 
tilty at all, but onely iudgment & language j 
in w**, though I bee no Mafter, I am no Ap- 
prentice ; & my affe&ionate Zeale to the Story, 
made me confident I fhould reape (if no Ho- 
nour) no Shame in compofing it. 

Now Touching my Booke. 

In my Epiflle to the React, I make a Pro- 
teftation in thefe formallwordes : — " Tetw tA all 
" Iprofeffe that I am her Admirer ', not Idolater •, 
" and that I no way allow of their profane Cuf- 
" tome^ who rob God of His Honour , and be- 
u Jiowe it on her. But this I will fay , that 
4< though I impute not the late troubles and af- 
"fi&ions of the Proteftant Partie in Germany, 
" to the/mall Reverence thefe paid her, (* many 
u * ^Gods Judgments,' according to S l Auguf- 
4< tine, c being fecret, none unjuft') yet truly I 
u beleeve y that the undervaluing of One fo great 
11 and deare in Christs EJieeme^ cannot but be 
u difpleajing to Him^ & that the more wee 
" afcribe to her (fetting Invocation apart) the 
u more gracious we appeare in His Sight" 

Againe in my Pannegericke y I fay thus : — 

" Thus Holy Virgin have IJhaddowedo 3 re 
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" Thy Piclure, in a rude unpolijhed fcore, 
u That wijht fhave drawne it, w** as lively 

Grace 
u As ever Painter drew the fweeteft Face; 
" Yet, would I not idolatrize thy Worthy 
M Like fame whofefuperjlitionfets thee forth , 
In cojlly Ornaments, in Cloths fo gay, 
So rich, as never in the Stable lay, 
Theefe make thy Statues now as famous bee, 
For pride, as thou wert,for Humility. 
I cannot thinke thy Virgin-Bajhfullneffe 
Would weare the Lady of Lorettos Drejfe, 
Though farre more glorious Robes to thee were 

give", 
Meekneffe, & Zeale on earth. Glory in Heaven. 
j " Take then the Honour thou hajl iujlly wonn, 
Praife aboue Angells, but below thy Sonn." 

In another part of my Booke, I thus farther 
; declare, how much I abhorre the Idolatry w' h 
w** I am fo uniuftly charged : — 

<c Here my Invention treads a Maze, and my 
" heart is divided betweene an earnejl defire to 
"praife her to the height, and an holy feare, 
c< leajl in that Praife I Jhould trench on Gods 
" Owne peculiar Attributes. That Jhe was no 
u way inferiour to her Sonne according to the 
" Flejh, I dare not with fame avouch, who mag- 
u nifie her in a phrafe that violates her Mo- 
\ u defly, and makes her to blujh at her owne Ex- 
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" alt at ion. Her Lowlineffe was fuchy that it 
u was merer the reieeling of all Commendations y 
th en entertaining a comparifon f betweene her 
felfe f and Him to Whomjhe had prof ejfed ber- 
" felfe a Handmaiden* And no lejfe is herjhame^ 
" or indeed her tremblings when pens profanely 
prodigally afcribe that Honour to her y w ch is 
onely proper and due to that Deity, from w eh 
Jhe received her Grace y and Being. I will not 
w tk Lipfius afcribe as much to her Milke 9 as to 
" her Sonnes Blood ; neither dare I fide with 
thofe whoaverre that Jhe was halfe of that Sacri- 
fice that ranfom 9 dus y and Gods Partner heere. 
" Nor is my pennefo impioufiy valiant , as to iuf- 
<c tifie that God made Himfelfethe Patterne y and 
u communicated to her by Grace whatfoever Hee 
<c had by Nature. Nor am I of his bold Opinion y 
a whofaieSy if man had never finned f yet Christ 
" Jhould have taken Flejhy to honour her. Thefe 
" men would have her in all things equall to 
u Christ Him Selfe. Neither her Modefiy^ 
11 nor myne y will admit of this blajphemous fiat- 
11 tery. I willingly allow her to bee the Veffelly 
u but not the Fountaine of Grace. I am much 
u taken with his Tenet who auers that God 
" made all things for the ufe of man y becaufe He 
" would amply furnijh him w ik matter enough to 
" bufy his heady leafl hee Jhould be fo audacious 
" as to enquire into His Secrets y and encroach 
" upon His Prerogatives. We need not {thanks 
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a to His infinite Goodnejfe) bee fo dangeroujly 
u venturous y fence He affbrdes vs large f cope and 
" ground enough fafely to extoll this His Favo- 
" rite, fecond to none that ever bore Flejh y either 
u in her owne Defert y or in His Efeeeme." 

Alfo in another place, I fhow my conformity, 
and reverence to the Church of England in this 
very forme : — 

" Wherefore I mo/l humbly fubmitt this y and 
" all thinges elfe Divine by mee handled, to the 
" cenfure and determination of the Church of 
" England, whofe not Connivence alone y but Ap- 
u probation I know I Jhall bave y in boldly affirm- 
lt ing that Jhe was a tranfcendent Creature, not 
<c to be rancJt'ty in refpecl of her Worthy with 
u any of her Sexe, but to have a place affign'd 
u her apart and above them ally &c." 

Would a man think that Malice and her 
fpawne, after the reading of this my naked, and 
open Profeflion could find any thing to carpe 
at ? Yet, they doe ; and make mee feeme, in 
many points, blamable. Their/fry?, and maine, 
quarrell is againft the Picture of her, in the 
[original] Frontifpiece; w** is as terrible to them 
as a Lanfcippe with a May-pole in it. Sure I 
am, I have feene her Images hung up in moft of 
the Lutheran Churches in Chriftendome^ w** may 
take this fcruple out of their myndes ; for cer- 
tainly wee owe more to Luther^ for the Re- 
formation of our Churchy than to Calvin ; the 
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one being a Planter, the other but a Pruner, 
though I will not deny him to have beene a 
man of moft excellent partes. This I find, by 
experience, that by often feeing her Portrait, & 
that of her Deareft Sonne, I many tymes recall 
Him & His Merits, her & her Perfections, to 
my mynd, w * 1 before was void of fuch Hea- 
venly Guefts. For whatfoever invigitates the 
eye, leaves a ftronger impreflion in the Soule, 
then that w ch onely pierceth the Eare ; w ch 
Truth, hee mall eafily difcover, who (hall fir ft 
heare a Hiftory only reade, & after fee it a&ed 
on the Theatre. When, & wherever I fee 
her Semblance, then, & there I pay a Rever- 
ence to the lovely Vnion of all thofe rare Ver- 
tues, of w ch fhe is the happy Miftreffe ; but it is 
not the fame Reverence I render her Maker, 
and myne. To adore this meekeft of women, 
who would loath both the Adoration, & the 
Adorer, were (according to the old Adage) 
" veneri immolare fuem." This is the utmoft 
Divine vfe wee, of the Englijh Church, make 
of her Figure. For if wee deny Veneration to 
thofe glorious Heavenly Bodies, certainly we 
(hall not give it to wood, and colors. For my 
owne part, I ferioufly vowe that did I live und'r 
a Prince as impious, and tyrranous, as myne 
is Pious, and Merciful ; & that this Monfter 
were fuch an Anti-Marian that hee rewarded 
the leaft civill refpe& done her, w* moft hide- 
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cms Tortures, and abhorred Deaths, I would, 
on his Racks & amidft his Flames, confefle 
how much, and how defervedly, I honour her ; 
but not to fuch a height, as to difhonour her 
Lord and Saviour. Yet, fhould I give her 
that Worfhip I onely owe to God, & kneele 
to her till my knees turn'd brawne, my offence 
furely would not be fo great, as if I fhould w th 
Burton call her the Great Goddejfe Diana, a 
finne diredly againft the Maiefty of the Sacred 
Sonne, in likening His Blefled Mother to a 
vaine, fictitious Goddejfe. I think he doubts 
as much of the ftory of the one, as of y e other. 
Sure I am, his deteftable affertion infers as 
much. Of one thing I will a flu re him, that as 
there is not a greater argument, that there is 
plenty of fooles, then that hee, and his com- 
panions in ignorance can finde means how to 
live ; fo there is not a more evident proofe that 
this State is not Popijhly affefted, then y l it 
fuffers him to breathe a minute longer. For 
had hee vented this blafphemy in any Country 
where the Romijb Religion is profefTed, hee, and 
his Booke, had ere this beene confumed in fire ; 
or, at leaft, hee had beene hanged with it about 
his necke. 

To fhow how much hee vnd r values her, 
hee rails at mee for faying " that (fetting In- 
" vocation apart) the more wee honour her y the 
" more gracious wee appeare in our Saviours 




" Sight :" An aflertion w ch no good and fober 
Chriftian would dare to oppofe. I call Truth 
to witneffe w th mee, that this is y e very place 
w ch a Romijh Prieji exclaimed at, as violently 
as hee, though in a more mannerly inveftive : 
By w ch all men of vnderftanding may clearly 
difcerne how Popijh was that Aflertion of myne. 
This will I make good, that I have publifh't 
no more in Praife of this Glorious Virgin, 
then one of his owne Profeflion hath printed 
in Commendation of his owne Wife, to whome 
hee gives theEpithite of Excellent; and avouch- 
eth her to bee as perfect a Creature as Mor- 
tality can boaft of, deriving her by a long pedi- 
gree from Foxes Martyrs. Yet, doe I not 
averre, that hee. hath Deified her ; for I con- 
feffe, fliee would have made a very forry God- 
dejfe; I fliould have (aid a flirewifli d , for I 
thinke (he excells Juno herfelfe in wrath and 
jealoufie. I fee no reafon why Burton fliould 
bee angry that I fliould find out as many per- 
fections in Gods Owne Mother, as hee, or 
any of his fottifh Brethren, can efpy in any of 
their pureft wives, when the eggs of their eies 
are at the higheft elevation. 

And this nameing her the Mother of God is 
another maine exception they makeagainft me. 
I have already told them in my Booke, that the 
Vnion of both Naturs, God and Man, being in 
Christ, fhe muft,by ftrong confequence, bring 
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forth both God, and Man. But Burton^ & his 
filly Fraternity, have not braines of a temper 
fine enough to diftinguifh betweene the Mother 
of God, and the Mother of the Godhead ; the 
firft of which fliee truly is, the latfr fhee is 
not. Neither have they fchollorfhip enough 
to finde a difference betweene an Apoftrophe, 
and an Invocation. I am confident, I have, by 
this, fufficiently manifefted to all good and iuft 
Readers^ that I have not Deified the Holy Vir- 
gin ; but have manifeftly proved the Proverb 
true, " that a Puritan is like a Clocke^ w a will 
" never fweare y but lye often." 

I muft now adde fomething in defenfe of 
my Style, w ch hee fo much inveighs at Hee 
vehemently braies out againft my Rhetoricall 
flowers, and my "Jivelling language 9 * (as hee 
calls it). And this I nothing marvail at ; for 
anything red not more enrageth a Turkey- 
Cocke, then Oratory incenceth him, & his 
Confederates. I know not whence they fliould 
fucke this deteftation of all Humane Learning, 
but from the Turkes. They hold it moft pro- 
fane to mixe Humanity w th Divinity ; and will 
not allow Sarah an Handmaid, a Hagar^ to 
wake upon her. Truly, I can alleadge no 
furer caufe of their wrangling and fcolding, then 
their being deftitute of theife humane helpes, 
this fkill in the Artes and Sciences ; for it is an 
vfuall courfe w to thofe who have no weapons 
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to defend themfelves, to runne afarre of, and 
rayle. I hope my language fwells w ih matter, 
not w th wind and froth, as theirs does. No- 
thing, in this world, is fo irkefome to me, as to 
heare their cold Opium Sermons, w cb infufe 
fleepe inftead of Knowledge into the heads of 
their Auditours. The State mould doe well, 
to fend them to convert the Jndians ; for though 
theife wilde People vnderftand them not, yet 
would they bee much taken with the dinne 
they make, as being more capable of noife then 
Reafon. Can Patience it felfe (w to out being 
tired) indure their tedious pumpingfor improper 
phrafes f They feldome, or never, pen any- 
thing w ch wee may perceive by their being in 
fuch paine and travaile for a fupply of wordes; 
not vnlike a dull Poet of my Acquaintance, 
who fweat fo with labour to find out an Epi- 
thite, that he was fain to put of his Doublett. 
They preach often, read little ; not unlike him 
that pafleth more then he drinkes. They reade 
Authours ; &, with much adoe, make a Col- 
lection of the fcurffe and dandrifte of fpeech. 
Certeynly they have invented many pretty 
wordes ; the only pitty is, that they fignifie no- 
thing. 

Their Prayers are futable to their Preaching, 
full of Battologies, and Tautologies. They 
call it, praying by the Spiritt ; but God for- 
bid, that I mould ever beleeve that the Holy 
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Ghost can di£tate nonfenfe, & blafphemy 
againft Himfelfe 5 w ch furely bolts out from 
them againft their wills, for want of premedi- 
tation. I heard one of them pray for King 
lames, of famous Memory, being then ficke 
at Thebalds, in thefe very wordes : — " Lord, 
" make Thou bis Bed in tyme of hisficknejfe ; iff 
" grant bee may raigne over vs, as long as the 
" Sunne fc? Moone enduretb; and the Prince, 
u his Sonne, after him" Who is fo e dull as 
not to apprehend that (if God had heard his 
Prayer) the faire fereous Prince wee are now 
bleft in, muft have confequently have been the 
Prince of Darknejfe ; the day and night being 
deprived of theife two radiant Lights ? Nay, 
more, the Vniverfe it felfe muft have come to 
ruine ; fuch a dependance it hath on the Ver- 
tue of theife two Planetts. Wee fpeake not to 
Princes w th out great ftudy, and precogitancy ; 
much leffe fhould wee to God, fince an Age 
j beftowed in contemplation cannot furnifh us 
I with wordes futable to fo Infinite a Worth, to 
fo Glorious a Maiefty. God fo willing eccept 
my ejaculatory Prayrs ; al my others fhal bee 
j fett ; for I can never thinke any wordes good 
enough for Goodnefle It Selfe. And were not 
theife men the fworne (laves of obftinacy, their 
obdurate hearts would be ravifli't w* the Col- 
lefts compofed by the Church of England ; it 
being the mod perfe£t forme of Prayer, any 
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Church of the Chriftian Worlde can produce. 
I have reade it both in Italian^ & French ; and 
can allure them that the mod able men of both 
theife Nations have it in admiration. Yet, theife 
Novellifts (who difclayme all Antiquity, and 
condemne, in all things, the pra&ife of y e Pri- 
mitive Churc A)abhorre, and Height thefe Divine 
Colle&s, as much as they doe an obfcene Bal- 
lad. 

Theife men have everNaturebetweene their 
teeth, and torment her with repining, not fo 
much at their owne harme, as the good of 
others. They have neither a&uall, nor ver- 
ball Charity : not a&uall, for they relieve no 
man; not verball, for they cenfure all men. 
If there bee but one fpott in a faire life, they 
fixe their eyes on that, and (hut them againft 
the beautifull remainder : not unlike to him, 
who looking onely on the Sunne's Eclipfes, 
mould iudge him darke and obfcure ; or by the 
onely viewe of the lees,defpife the Wine. They 
leave the fafe and ready Roade, and take By- 
waies of their owne, w ch leade to dangerous 
Precipices, as fa&ion, and combination againft 
the Churchy and Common-Wealth, They de- 
prave Gods Holy Orders of Arch-Bijhops^ 
BiJhopSy &c. They feeke to rob Him of His 
Altars, and barre Him Harmony in His Owne 
Houfe. But it is nothing at all ftrange to mee, 
that they will not afford Him Altars, nor bowe 



XC1V 



A Juji Apology 



A Puritans 
Sermon, 



S« Auftin. 



before them, when they will not bend their 
knees at His Sonnes Name ; nor ftoope to 
His Anointed; nor to thofe who, by Him, are 
placed over them, not as perpendicul r Stones 
(as they falfely imagine) to braine or bruife 
them, but as Holy Tapers to give them Light. 
That they deny the Lord the Melody w** Hee 
requires in His Church is apparent ; for Aftol- 
phoj his home, in Orlando affrighted not more 
all that heard it, then the found of an Organ 
terrifies them. One of their little learned So- 
ciety not long fince, declaymed bitterly againft 
this Inftrument, in y e pulpit, faying "that 
though all men well knew y f the Divell was 
made the Organ to tempt Eve, yet there were 
found men Jo defperatly wicked as to play vpo 
Organs." S\ Auftin (if they fcorne not his 
Inftru&io), will tell them : — u Muficam ideo 
approhari in Ecclejia, vt per oblecl amenta au- 
rium infirmior animus in afcenfum pietatis af- 
u furgat" But what talke I of S*. Auftin to 
them who revile the Fathers^ and hold their 
be ft Doctrines and Sentences, but as Pearles 
gathered out of Mud. They are very angry 
w th theife Holy Men y becaufe they write not to 
the Meridian of their vnd r ftanding, as not 
vouchfafing to defcend to their capacities. Sure 
I am, had they fupplyed the roomes of thefe 
grave Fathers^ againft the Pelagians^ Donatifts^ 
and other fubtle Combatans, that then on all 
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fides aflayl'd, the Churchy I will not fay Shee 
had beene defaced, (for fo great a mifcheife 
Gods Providence would not fufter) but flie 
had vndoubtedly endured as many difgraces as 
afflictions, & had not enlarged her felfe, and 
flouriflied, as at this day fhee does. Cicero fays 
of a Romane Dunce, in his tyme, "that he 
" would have beene a learned man among Jl the 
" Brittains ;" & I will affirme that theife for- 
mall Hypocrits would have feem'd very pro- 
found had they lived in the ninth Age of the 
Church 9 when ignorance had fo clouded her, 
that fliee could fcarfely fee, or bee feene. They 
put mee in mynd of the Chrijtiam w° h Lucian 
fpeakes of in the Life of Peregrinus 9 whom hee 
maintaines to have beene fo fi tuple that they 
would enftaine any halfe learn'd Jmpoftor, and 
afford him an eminent place amongft them. 
This Atheift who ieered his owne Gods, noe 
doubt would not fpare ours, nor thofe His Ser- 
vants who bore His Name, & therefore flan- 
deroufly, queftionlefle, layd this imputation on 
them. But I will boldly, becaufe truely, af- 
firme, that theife Puritanicall Chriftians will 
admit of any Church-Mountebanke, any Litera- 
tor y fo e hee can (hew him felfe feditious enough. 
Difobedience to their Sovereigne y and his Edi&s 
is a thing they p r fefle. Hee commands to 
wearre the Surplice, and to reade his Booke^ 
w** tollerates lawfull Recreations, on the Sab- 
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baoth, to the Congregations comitted to their 
charge. Moft of them proteft they had rather 
put of corruption, then put it on ; that is, they 
had rather dye, then weare the one, or reade 
the other. Some more Politique amongft them 
then the reft, being driven to that ftreight, that 
they muft either bee conformable, or loofe their 
Livings, condefcend to weare the Surplice ; & 
to iuftifie this their fa£t, vnder the coulor of 
Conformity, make this Emblems of Innoctncy 
more odious to the people, telling them that 
they would wear a Bable in y* Church rather 
then leave Gods Service, and difobey their 
King; what elfe implying that the Surplice, 
and a Bable, are things equivalent. And one 
of them, not long fince, feeing that hee muft 
either publiquely reade the Booke of Lawful 
Liberty* or forgoe his Parfonage, deigns fo to 
reade it, indeed, but w th preface : — " Beloved in 
u the Lord, / am commanded by my Sovereigne 
ci King Charles to reade this Booke to you; but 
li Queene Elizabeth was a very wife and godly 
" IVoman" Had I a defire to write what 
hereby hee intimates, I could not doe it ; an 
awful Reverence to Gods Vice-Gerent^ would 
fo {hake my hand. I muft take leave fo to cer- 
tify them, that I have lived two yeares in their 
mother Church of Geneva , & that there is in 
their vfuall cuftome,from after Dinner till Ser- 
mon tyme, & againe, from after Sermon till 
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Night, to play at Bowles, Nine-Pinns, Palle- 
MalUy a Game they fo calle, & to fhoote in 
Gunnsj & CroJ/e-Bowes 9 Sc to vfe diverfe other 
Recreations. But our Fa&ionifts think they doe 
nothing, if they excell not their Patterne, & 
therefore fome of them wafli their Handes & 
Faces, after the manner of Children, on Satur- 
day at night; fome then cooke their Meate for 
Sunday; & others lye in their Cloths all night, 
becaufe they will not drefle them felves on the 
Sabbaoth. Nay, I knowe not who fhutt vp his 
Bees, and fmothered them, becaufe they fhould 
not worke on that day. 

If your Lord/hips and the other Bijhops fhould 
introduce the Wafer into y 6 Church (w to w** the 
Genevians have received ever fince their firft 
Reformation, till within thefe few years paft) 
what Combuftion would they make in all the 
Quarters of this Land? Yet, hath the con- 
tinuall vfe of It not caufed any, y* leaf): Mutiny, 
or Infurre&ion, in that Citty. 

Yet if theife men were onely thus ridiculous, 
they would make vs the better fport, & they 
might be connived at ; but they are dangerous, 
even above the Jefuite. They teach Depofi- 
tion of Kings , as Dr. Owen y in a Booke of his 
called " Htio&and Pilate reconciled" plainly de- 
monftrates. Nay, I had an Englijh Booke of 
theirs, & I think I can yet recover it, that vrgeth 
manyTextes of Scripture, to prove the lawfull- 
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nefle, not onely of depoiing, but alfo of mur- 
thering Princes, & quite puts downe Mariana y 
in that AT/wjr-killing Doflrine. It was fo con- 
tagious, that I was affraide it would have in- 
fe&ed my other Boo&es y and therfore I expell'd it 
my Study. They hold that y e inferior Magis- 
trate may depofe the Superiour ; & I remember 
to have reade a §>ueJlion y put by one of theife 
Incendiaries : — " Whether , or no, if the Head 
bee giddy , the Handes may not lawfully bind 
it?" And they have a Prophecy as perni- 
cious as this Queftion, w ch is : — t€ That there 
u will never bee an Order in this Lland y till 
" there bee a Diforder; 99 the dangerous Infer- 
ence whereof is eafy to bee vnderftood. 

In what Efteem they have Kinges y is mani- 
feft to all men, by Burtons execrable and vn- 
pardonable (lander againft King Iamcs y con- 
cerning the forementioned Booke of Liberty ; 
w ch villanous fcandall required his Head, as 
well as his Eares. This irreverence, and in- 
civility, to Princes I imagine they might vnhap- 
pily drawe from Luther y who makes up Henry 
8. in a very vnmannerly ftyle, calling him 
" momum, mimum y Jtultum y Pharaonem ; 99 & all 
his Courtiers, hee termes "Iannes, & lambres 99 
Hence wee learn, at what an infamous rate this 
magnanimous Prince bought his Tytle of De- 
fender of the Faith ; for bye his Booke againft 
Luther hee purchafed it. I dare fay, never 



Prince & Church-man were better matcht then 
theife two. Though Henry the 8. was fo fierce, 
& couragious that hee was called the Man- 
Mueller y yet hee mett w th one of as fiery a tem- 
per as him felfe. For Luther had, as often as 
hee, fac'd danger, and death it felfe, though not 
the fame way ; his Valour beeing paffive, the 
Kings active. Yet, will the greateft Favourers 
of Luther acknowledge, that hee never gave a 
more barbarous Teftimony of his high mynd, 
then hee did in fo fhamefully reviling this mighty 
Monarch. Hee might have learned from Pliny 
that, " Eloquentia fine moribus male difcitur" 

I have read that one of the Chriftian Cafars 
making a publique Oration before a whole Aca- 
damie^ where in hee now and then ftumbled, 
Prifcian y a Bijhop, (landing behind him, faid, in 
fomwhat too lowd a whifper : — " Caefar, you 
" have forgotten your Grammer." To whom, 
hee, as lowd, replied : — c< Bifhop, you havefor- 
a gotten your Ethickes" Certainly, wee owe 
Reverence & Refpect to the Dignity of Princes, 
though our enemies; much more are wee bound 
to pay it thofe who may rightly challenge the 
payment of that due Debt, by being placed by 
God over vs. Yet, as I faid before, theife Re- 
forming Mutineers make as bold w th the King's 
Maiejly y as they do w 01 the Pope's HolineJJe. 
How they have abufed King lames , I have already 
related ; and can, w th the fame facility, expofe 
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to open view, how much, & how often, they 
have iniured his Heroicke Sonne now reigning, 
a Prince, great in the Vnion of the Rofes y 
greater in that of the Lawrelh, but greateft of 
all, in the Love of his People. He knowes 
full well, that full ill it went with Mankind, if 
the Almighty Maker of all thinges fhould 
confine His Favour to one, & negle& the re- 
mainder of Humanity, and therefore as a God 
on earth, (in imitatio of the Heavenly) diftri- 
butes his Favours amongft his Subjects 5 but 
not eodem gradu, becaufe they are not eiufdem 
merits. Like the Sunne, hee ftrives to impart 
the Light of his Countenance to all, and where 
his Beames cannot reach, thither his Warmth 
extends. Though all cannot enjoy the honour 
of his Prefence, all are fharers in the comforts 
of his Benefits. Hee hath beene, by his pru- 
dent Parent taught, that as a child that is hun- 
gry may bee ftilTd awhile w" 1 dandling, and 
finging, but it muft have the Breaft, or it will 
not be contented long ; fo good and gracious 
wordes pleafe well, but good deeds (as doing 
iuftice, and feeking the common good) are they 
w ch gj ve thg c hiefe content to fubie£ts. Nor 
doth the care hee takes for vs ever weary him ; 
but is as indefaticable in doing good as Heaven 
in motion. How fortunate are wee in living 
vnder fuch a Prince, who fo farre excells his 
fubie&s in Vertue, as in Dignity* But more 
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happy are you, my Gracious Lordes^ on whom 
his Beames are moft plentifully beftowed 5 & 
no lefle bleffed is hee in fuch Counfelf'^ in whom 
all the abilities of compleat Statifts, & all the 
requifites of pious, & learned Church-Men con- 
fpire to advance the ftate of the Churchy & Com- 
mon-Wealthy wherein wee live ; & by whofe 
holy and fege monitions, our deare Maker's 
Perfedions are dayly both increafed, and con- 
firmed. O may Envy, w* all her Engines, 
never give a ftopp to thofe your inceflant en- 
deavours to plant Peace & Plenty amongft 
us. Well may Malice pry into your A&ions ; 
but once I am fure (hee (hall never bee able to 
efpie the leaft blemifh in them* In yo r Judi- 
cature, Impartiality holdes the Scales ; & you 
imagine the Bench to bee your Death-Bed. 
From your affli&ed Petitioners, you take not 
fo e much as Xeniola (as Pliny profefied of him Pliny. 
felfe) and all the Fraudlefie Judges the Aun- 
cients drewe, who tooke nothing fro thofe, for 
whom they had done moft ; but held the Ser- 
vice of the State amply rewarded in it felfe. It 
is not vnknown to you, that the iuft man is 
like the Fable of the Snake, who, though Death 
cut him in funder, hee will ioine againe. Bee 
conftant, moft pious Lordes, in the vertuous, 
though rough and (piny courfe you are to runne ; 
and approve your felves to bee the wife men 
Senneca fpeakes of, the ftate of whofe mynd is 
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like that of y* world above the Moone, where 
there is no change. This doing, though Ob- 
livion may feizeon yourTombes,on yo r Et r nall 
glorious Memories it (hall not. 

Having fatisfied your owne Confciences, and 
the expectations of all good men, defpife the 
vicious, & their Cenfures ; for you owe nei- 
ther the Divell, nor his Memb r % any fatisfac- 
tion. 

I heare theife Enemies of God, and His 
Churchy daily exclaime againft your cruelty, & 
yet doubt of your Integritie in Religion, though 
you my Lordts Grace have publiquely exprefled 
your Zeale to God, and His Houfe w th that 
Ardency, Ingenuity, and AfFe&ion, that a man 
would thinke you ftrove to demonftrate the 
Soule may bee made vifible. They fpare not to 
fay, (to vfe their owne fordid ftyle) a that a 
c< cruel/ Counfellour to a Prince is y e Hangmans 
" Fafiour;" & I will not forbeare to acquaint 
them w th this Truth, " that hee who is merci- 
"full toy* wjckedy is cruell to the good." Thefe 
Zoiliy as at firft their difabilities made them 
looke for no good from this Churchy wherein 
Defert meets with its reward above its wifh ; 
fo ever fince by their private pra&ifes againft 
her, they give a Aire evidence they feare no 
evill fliee can inflict. " No Spirits (faith Livy) 
u are fo ready to envy y and malice others , as they 
" whofe Degree and Eft ate is not anfwerahle to 



u their haughty Myndes ; & fuch commonly •, as 
" they hate the Vertue^fo they defpife, the good 
" Fame of another." How accurfed and mifer- 
able were wee, if your Lordjhipps were of a 
Difpofition to entertaine the malice, and fpite 
of fuch Detra&ours, & to intereft, and infert 
publique Authority w* in their private Fac- 
tions. Surely, fuch a (laughter of Englijh would 
enfue, that we fhould fwimme to our Temples 
in a Flood of our owne Bloods, & come backe 
by the fame Streame. But (thankes bee to 
God) your Lordjhips, & the reft of that Ho- 
nourable Court are foe farre from hearkening 
to their idle libellous fuggeftions, that you have 
chaftifed the Authours of them, though farr 
below the merit of their crimes. " Acerrimus 
" emendator timor" faith Pliny. If I might 
heere prefume to infert my humble Advice, I 
fhould aflure your Lordjhips that there wants 
nothing more to the fuppreffing of thefe Vipers, 
fo ill affected to the State, then the hanging up 
one of their prick-eard Printers here ; and the 
intreating the Vnited States, in his Maiejlies 
name, to proclaime fome great punifhment, 
both againft body & goods, againft all fuch as 
(hall either write, or print, any thing factious 
againft him felfe, his Church, or State. I be- 
leeve, my Lordes, the States would not iudge 
it feemly, nor fafe, to deny our Royall Majler 
this Requeft. In my Knowledge, Amjlerdam 
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is the Nurfe of this, and all other Terpentine 
Broodes. In this Citty, long fince I mett w* 
a two-legged Churchy an EngUJh-Weaver^ who 
held y* God had but one Regenerate Child in 
the world, and that was him felfe ; whom a 
Souldier, then prefent, confuted, with a very 
good Cudgell, & made this timerous Church- 
Militant flie into a Cocke-Loft. Were they 
barred printing at Amfterdam^ wee are fure that 
neither S t Omers y Lovaine^ nor Doway y fhould 
have any of their cuftome. To threaten the 
Writers onely with loffe of eares, will never 
be a meanes to make them abftaine from libel- 
ling. It would bee a greater loffe in their 
efteeme to have their tongues cut, or their teeth 
beaten out; for they are unparall'd Scoldes, 
and moft tall Trencher-men. 

They have good reafon on their bare knees, 
w th penitent teares from the bottome of their 
heartes humbly to praife God, that their 
Trefpaffe (w^ 1 was no better than Treafon) 
mett w th fo mercifull a King and Councell^ as 
would accept of the eare for the head, w** 
by Lawe was forfeited. And this I will adde, 
that (in my Confcience) Junius Brutus did 
not more vnwillingly execute his Children, for 
confpiring againft the Liberty of their Coun- 
trey, then your Lordjhips^ & their other Judges^ 
pronounced Sentence on thofe impudent De- 
linquents, who have a thoufand Stratagems to 
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vndermine and overthrowe the prefent Govern- 
in 1 * of the Churchy & confequently the Common- 
Wealth. 

Of one thing I will warne them, that they 
want no more of the Grace of God, till by 
effelr. they manifeft that they love the Peace 
of God ; for till then noe man will belee ve that 
they have any meafure of it at all. S. Paul in 
all his EpiftleS) faveing in that to the Hebrew es^ 
where in (for fome reafons, beft knowne to him 
felfe, hee writes commends to no man) placeth 
Grace before Peace ; by w** hee gives vs to 
vnderftand, that w tb out the Grace of God, wee 
can neither have Peace w A in ourfelves, nor 
w^ others. If then they will not have us 
argue them of want of Grace, let them, by 
their Works, give vs good proofe that they 
love Peace. How precious this Peace is, in 
God's Eyes, Hee fhewes in creating all other 
Creaturs by couples, but Man (ingle ; that out 
of him alone all the Humane Race might iflue ; 
& fome Jnterpretters, on this very place, af- 
firrae that Hee myftically commended vnto vs, 
hereby, Vnity and Peace. At the Nativity of 
our Saviour, the Angells declared this Peace 
to all men ; and after His Refurre&ion, Hee 
Him Selfe bequeethed it to His Difciples. Let 
them therefore pretend Religion no more, vn- 
lefle they bring Deeds, as well as Wordes, to 
warrant that they love their neighbour as them 
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felves. If they will liften to S. lames, hee 
will informe them u that this is true Religion 
" & undefiled before God, tovifttt the Widdowes 
" and Fatherlejiy &c." Envy, that ruft of 
their Soules, will at length confume them ; for 
we all know they fetch this holy Fire, they fo 
much boaft of, fro the Divell's Kitchen, who 
firft envying Man for afpiring to that Supreme 
Place hee fell from, fought to fupplant his Hap- 
pineffe, and to drive him out of the Terreftriall 
& Celeftiall Paradife. 

If for this, my Charitable Advice, they(keep- 
ing their owne Cuftome) return mee ill Lan- 
guage, I muft not onely, with Patience, endure 
it, but applaud my Fate, w ch will allowe mee 
fuch glorious Companions in my Sufferings, as 
my King, the Lordes of His Councell, both Spi- 
ritual!, & Temporally and all the Fathers of the 
Primitive Church. I will give them good Secu- 
rity never hereafter to reply to any fottifh fatyri- 
call Pamphlett of theirs. They and others com- 
plaine that they are not fully anfwered by D. 
Heylin, & M* Dowe, and therefore much leffe 
will they bee fatisfied by my vnable penne. The 
beft Tennis-player living cannot (hew his cun- 
ning, if his Oppofer cannot put him to the beft 
of his Play; neiy CT can the beft Schollar breath- 
ing (hew his learning in refuting the idle obiec- 
tions of a (hallow Adverfary, who denies thinges 
vniverfally granted. The mod compendious 



way of confuting theife Wranglers is to give 
them the lye. If my Vote might pafle, I would 
firft have them anfwered by Wejiminfter Schol- 
lars, next by Eaton, & fo e fucceflively, by all 
the Free-Scbooles throughout the Land. 

I will adde no more, touching my felfe, but 
this, that I will give the whole body of their 
Schifme feaven years to paralell that Panege- 
ricke of myne, w° h they fo much viiifie, and 
could wifhe they had another Robert Wifedome 
to helpe them. And I dare them, or any ma- 
lignant Cenfurer, of what Se£t foe ver, to write 
The Blejfed Virgins Story after mee. I know 
theife Simplicians^ out of the iointe Stocke of 
their witts, are not able to equall it ; & there- 
fore turne defpaire into iudgment. Had I de- 
bafed her all I could, theife fworne Enemies of 
all her infinite Graces, had extoll'd mee to the 
Skies ; or had I fuperftitioufly idolatriz'd her, 
the Papijis had both magnified and advanced 
mee; where as (keeping the middle) I am 
cryed downe by both the extremes. But I 
loath all Preferment that muft bee acquired by 
fwimming againft the Streame of that Church 
from whom I received the firft Principles of 
my Religion, w cb , till death, I will preferve 
entyre. It were a vaine Ambitio in mee to 
feeke to fhunn the common fate of all Bookes^ 
" Laudatur ah his^ culpatur ah Mis." 
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To give the world a Teftimony that I freely 
forgive Burton and his fellow Martyr, (£>ui 
bene loqui non didiceruni) for what they have 
written, or intended againft raee, I have lately 
diffuaded a Friend of myne from publiflnng a 
Treatife the Tytle where of is this : — The 
Lives of the three Crop-Eard Saints, who firft 
fuffered within their Heads y next without ; firft 
loft their Wits^ then their Eares y W r. 

I moft fubmiffively crave yo r Lordjbips Par* 
don, for importuning you w* this weake Dif- 
courfe, vnworthy of your Viewe, and vnable to 
endure the teft of your more profound, and 
ftrong Judgments ; where in, if I have beene a 
little too tart, I humbly befeech your Lordjbips 
to impute it to the extremity of the Wrong 
done mee. 

I will now conclude w* this beft of Anti- 
dotes againft the worft venome Detra&ioncan 
fpit out, " Regium eft male audire y cum bene- 
ecerss. 

Tour Lordfhips 

Moft humble^ loyall Servant , 

Antony Stafford. 
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" O Mother Maide, O Maid* and Mother fre, 
O Bujbe un brent, brenning in Moyfes fight, 
That ravifhedft doun fro the Deztex 
Thurgh their humbleffe the god that in thee alight 



Lady, thy bountie, thy magnificence, 
Thy vertue, and thy gret humilitie 
Ther may no tong ezprefife in no fcience. 



My Conning is fo wcke, O blifsful ^ueene, 
For to declare thy grete worthinefle 
That I ne may the weighte not fuftene." 

Chaucir, The Priorefs* Tale. 
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<Efje (CpfttU SDttitcatocp- 

TO THE MOST HAPPY MISTRESSE 

of all imaginable Graces, which 

bcautifie, and ennoble, both 

body, and minde, the * 
LADY THEOPHILA COKE. 

Madame, 

Y Motives for the Dedication of 
this enfuing Treatift to your 
f.adijhip, arc thru; your Know- 
your Vertue, and my 
owne Obligation. For thzfir/i; 
as is it to you a fingular Ornament, and Con- 
tent, lb is it to me a fpeciall Comfort ; for you 
cannot delight more to underftand, then I doe 
to be underftood. Had I written to your 
Ladijbip in the Roman Language, the French^ 
the Italian, or the Spanijb, they had beene 
almoft as familiar to you as this your native 
Tongue, in which you are Mijlrejfe of lb great 
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an Elegancy, that no words are fo fit as your 
owne, to eternize your owne Actions. But 
thefe are only the conveyances of Learning, 
the vaft body whereof you have fathom'd, and 
in every feverall part of it are Mijirejfe of as 
much, as the want of an Academicke Educa- 
tion, and the manifold divertments incident to 
your Sexe, permit. And of this ineftimable 
treafure, Modefty keeps the key, and (huts out 

dentation ; not fuffering a word to iflue 
forth, without a Grace to attend it. Hence, 
it comes to pafle, that as it is impoffible to 
handle perfumes, without bearing away part of 
their fent j fo, to converfe with you, without 
favouring of your Goodnefle. Nor does your 
Difcourfe alone relifh of your fweet Difpofi- 
tion ; for you reade not of a Vertue, which 
you forthwith put not into a&, and adde to it 
a greater beauty, then it had in the Example 
from which you deriv'd it. 

The confederation, Madam^ of thefe your 
Excellencies, confirmed in me a beliefe, that 
this Portraiture (though imperfect) of the Prime 
Prefident of Femall Perfection, would prove a 
Prefent moft acceptable to your Ladijbip, to 
whofe Innocency you make as neer an ap- 
proach as any thing mortall can doe. Should 

1 fay you are without finne, I fhould impioufly 
contradict the Scriptures. Should I fey you 
have any, I fhould unjuftly goe againft mine 
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own knowledge ; for neither I, nor I think, 
Envy her felf, could ever yet difcover in you 
the leaft imperfe&ion. Sure I am, if you have 
infirmities, they are inteftate, unleffe you place 
your owne Confcience for a witnefle, which it 
will not better become to judge it felfe, then it 
will doe my Charity to cleare it. Nor is this 
Purity of yours froward, and formall ; but gen- 
tle, free, and communicative. You (hew the 
world that there is a Chriftian Freedome, of 
which we may lawfully partake. By your 
faire Demeanour you cleerly demonftrate, that 
San&ity may be without Aufterity j and Vertue 
(ecurely fociable, and that fhee is more fruitfull 
in fociety, than in folitude. 

This teftimony, Madame y Truth, and the 
people (whofe Regifter I am) commanded mee 
to give you, and commend to Pofterity. I 
cannot defcend to fuch bafenefTe, as to flatter 
you ; yet, (if I mould,) would not you be 
flatter'd, who are like a fweet Inftrument, that 
(ends forth a delightfull Sound without being 
fenfible of its owne Harmony. No, no, 
Heaven forbid my lines fhould bee like thofe 
Sacrifices, out of which they ufed to plucke 
the heart, but leave the tongue behinde. I 
ferioufly proteft, that if you were Emprejfe of 
the World, and were withall as eminent in 
Vice, as you are in Vertue, I would not give 
you the leaft praife in exchange for all your 
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Plinius 
fccundus in 
Epift. 



large poffeflions, for no gold fhall ever winne 
mee to guild finne. And I freely confeffe, 
that if within the large circuit of my Conver- 
fation, or Reading, I could have found a femi- 
nine Example, fairer then your owne, to her 
perufell, if living, I had commended this Trea- 
tife, if dead, had bequeathed it to her Memory. 
Such a proftituted Eloquence, as made Apolo- 
gies for Mejfalina^ and Quartilla^ are, to me, 
odious. But wee muft warily diftinguifh be- 
tweene a groffe Flattery, and a due Praife ; the 
latter of which, faith Pliny^ no man con- 
temneth, till hee hath left to doe things praife- 
worthy. As we cannot over-worfhip the True 
Deity, fo wee cannot over- praife a true Piety. 
It onely now refteth, that I offer up to your 
Ladijhipj two Petitions; thefirji of which is, 
that you would vouchfafe to permit this Booke, 
under your gratious Patronage, to doe that 
where you are not, which you performe where 
you are; that is, to confirme the good, and 
convert the bad. The next is, that your 
Ladijhip would be pleafed to accept of my 
fubmiflive Gratitude, which, though great, can 
be no way proportionable to the infinity of 
your favours. Thefe I would endeavour here 
to fumme up, were I not deterred from the 
attempt by Impoffibility, and your nobleft Na- 
ture ; to which nothing is more difpleafing, 
than thankes for an old Benefit ; nothing more 
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pleafing, than the conferring of a new. I 
choofe, therefore, rather to be argued of In- 
gratitude, than of offending your Ladijhippe, 
whofe fervice next to that of God, I juftly 
glory in, it being the onely Honour now left, 
Tour Ladifhips 

Moft bumble, hyall Servant, 

Sntti. fttafforti. 






Co tU jfemfnine 
Keener. 

\OV are here prefented, by an ex- 
treme Honourer of your Sexe,witb 
a Mirrour tf Femall PerfeSion. 
It is not a Glafle, vj herein a Babe, 
a Foole, or a Manfter may fee it 
filfty as well as you. By this, you cannot curie 
your baires,fill up your wr'mckles, and fo alter 
your Looks, that Nature, who made you, knnues 
you no more, but utterly forgets her ovine Work- 
manjhip. By this, you cannot lay fpots on your 
faces } but take them out of your Soules, you may. 
By this, you cannot compofe your Countenances; 
but your Mindes, you Jhall; and give them a 
never fading Beauty. In this, you may iifeerne 
all Vertues, and all Graces at their full growth. 
Here, you may difcover Charity diftributing ; 
Temperancy abftaining ; Patience fuffering ; Hu- 
manity yeelding ; Cbaftity refifting; Yahur com- 
bating ; and Prudency ajfs/ling all thefe. Here, 
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any Ornament you already have, you may better; 
and any you have not, you may pur chafe, at the 
eafie rate of reading, and imitating. Here 9 you 
may learne to transforme your ugly Vices, into as 

amiable Vertues. 

This Glafle will not flatter you ; nor, if you 
be angry with it, for /hewing your Deformities, 
can you breake it. Both the matter, and the 
reflections, here, are all int email; and, there- 
fore, not tangible. This is Shee, whofe Embleme, 
ingenious Antiquity made an Vnicorne, laying his 
head in the lappe of a Virgin. This is the f aire 
Tree, whofe lovely Fruit, once tajied, expels, not 
for a time onely, but for ever, the Venome of the 
moft deadly flnnes. This is Jhe, who was, on 
Earth i a Confirmer of the good, and a Reformer 
of the reprobate. All her Vifitants were but Jo 
many Converts, whofe bad affeclions, and erro- 
nious opinions, the fweetnejfe of her difcourfe had 
rectified. The Leprofle offlnne was her daily 
cure; and they (whom Vice had blinded) were, 
by her, reflored to their inward fight, and their 
proftrate Soules adored Divine, Majeflicall Ver- 
tue, refiding in this Sacred Temple. The Con- 
ference with her, rais'd them above themfelves • 
and enfranchised their Soules, till then, chained 
to their bodies. The knowledge of her, humbled 
the mofl proud natures; for the luflre of her 
Merits, rendered their owne obfcure. O make 
the emulation of this chafle Turtle your onely 
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Jludy ! And not in words onely, but in deeds alfo 
Jhew your /elves Proficients ; for Vertues medi- 
tated, and not acled, do but pujfe us up the more, 
wee eafily beleeving, that wee art what we re- 
folve to be. On this, ground your beliefe, that 
fhee among ft you who Jhall conftantly tread in her 
paths, Jhall at length arrive at the Cele/iiallPa- 
radice which now Jhe inhabits, and Jhall receive 
this Salutation, not from an Angelly but from 
God Himfelfe; Welcome, thou faire Soule, 
full of Grace, enter into the Glory, I have 
prepared for thee. 




-BW- 
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Co tf)c agafculme 
iReauer* 

OR to you alfo (though of a dif- 
ferent Sexe) this Booke belongs, 
to whom the Sacred SubjeSf of it 
brought the fame Eternall Benefit, 
fhee did to her owne kinde. Nei- 
ther doth fhe onely require your Gratitude, 
but your Imitation, whofe meaneft Perfection 
farre excels all your fo long vanted mafculine 
merits. I doubt not, but by the more, and 
lefle knowing of you, I fhall be diverfly judged. 
The firft will argue mee of Indifcretion, in 
that I chofe not a Matter of a higher nature, 
whereby to make a demonftration of my fuffi- 
ciency. To thefe I fhape this anfwer, that my 
Invention could not foare higher ; for whether 
wee regard her Perfon, or her divine Gifts, 
fhee is, in Dignity, next God Himfelfe. There 
is nothing of fo fublime a ftraine as Vertue, 
which enters Heaven, when Subtility, and Cu- 
riofity are juftly excluded. It is Vertue muft 
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fave us ; for in knowledge, the Divell himfelfe 
farre exceeds us. There is no Argument, as I 
take it, fo important, or concernes us fo much, 
as that of our Salvation. Thefe men would 
have mee bufie my felfe in the Phyficks, to 
finde out of what — not wherefore I am made : 
Or in the Mathematickes, to learne how farre 
it is to Heaven — not how to come thither: 
Or in Divinity, to bee inquifitive whether, or 
not Christs miraculous feeding of fo many, 
was by Augmentation, or Multiplication, of the 
Loaves and Fifties : Whether or no they who 
were born with fight, & afterwards loft it, 
being reftored to it againe by Christ, (aw 
better after the Cure, than they did before 
their Blindenefle; And whether or no the 
Dead, who rofe with our Saviour, afcended 
with Him, or were againe reduc't to Duft. 

To thefe needlefle accute follies, I afpire not. 
How many are there now in Hell, who while 
they liv'd here, were efteem'd the Organs of 
the Sciences, the Temples of Wifedome, nay 
Oracles, as if they had beene form'd in Heaven, 
and fent downe hither full fraught with Gods 
Owne Secrets, yet now deteft their former 
vaine Knowledge, as much as the Darkenefle 
they lived in ? But in this kingdome of Woe 
and Horrour, none of Vertues fubie&s ever 
refided. Let them therefore cenfure on, they 
fhall not fo much as fhake my fecurity ; for I 



To the Mafculine Reader. 



know it fares with univerfall Learning, as with 
the Vniverfe, wherein there are more Delin- 
quents then Iudges. 

The opinions of thefe I can well tollerate, 
becaufe they proceed from Science, though 
erronious. But there are fome whom I have 
heard to pafle their calling Verdicts on the 
moft meriting Authors^ who deferve them- 
felves to bee hang'd, for fo often violating their 
owne mother tongue, did not their ignorance 
pleade their pardon. Let thefe poore wretched 
things, who, what they heare in the lafl com- 
pany, vent for their owne in the next, fhare 
amongft them my fcorne, and pitty, as being 
far below my anger. I am not ignorant that 
he who feares the pale meager Family of the 
Zoilij muft onely write to his owne Lar. If 
to the truely Vertuous, the truely Underftand- 
ing, I can approve thefe my humble Indea- 
vours, and draw any one Soule, but one degree 
nearer to GoodnefTe, my holy ambition, and 
my no fmall labour, (hall receive an ample 
fatisfadion. 

It now remaines that as to thefe latter, I 
feeke to approve all my actions, fo to them I 
likewife eflay to iuftifie this prefent Worke. I 
am the firft (to my knowledge) who hath 
written in our vulgar tongue on this our Blejfed 
Virgin^ drawne thereto I confefle by the 
ftrength rather of affection, than of ability. 
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To the Mafculine Reader. 

Yet, withall, I profeffe that I am her Admirer, 
not her Idolater ; and that I no way allow of 
their profane cuftome, who robbe God of His 
Honour, and beftow it on her. But this I 
will fay, that though I impute not the late 
troubles, and afflidions, of the Protefiant Party 
in Germany, to the fmall reverence there paid 
her (many of Gods Iudgements according to 
Saint Auftin, being fecret, none unjuft); yet, 
truely, I beleeve that the undervaluing of One 
fo Great, and Deere in Christs Efteeme, can- 
not but bee difpleafing to Him ; and that the 
more we afcribe to her (fetting Invocation 
apart) the more gratious we appeare in His 
Sight. I have beene as cautious in the pen- 
ning of this Treatife, as poffibly I could, and 
(in imitation of Vertues own felfe) have kept 
the meane. But all pretenders to Divinity 
know, that without the helpe of Ecclefiafticall 
Hiftory, we can fpeake little of her Life, or 
Death; fo fparing is the Holy Writ, in the 
mention of her. The Scholafticall, and Eccle- 
ftajlical Writers inferted in this Booke to truft, 
or diftruft too much, is alike erronious ; and 
therefore I referre all to the difcretio of the 
Reader. 

I will onely adde this, that fince the finifhing 
of this Story, I have read a Booke of the now 
Bijbop of Chichejler, entituled Apparatus, fefr; 
and am glad to finde that I have not digreffed 
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from him in any one particular. I conclude 
with this Proteftation, that if I have fwerved 
in any, the leaft, point from the Tenents re- 
ceived in the Englijb Churchy I (hall bee moft 
ready to acknowledge my felfe a true Penitent- 
Farewell. 




e©eaitationes, 

Poeticas & Chriftiana*, in Annunciationem 

Beat* Virginis, 

m. a. 



Aue Maria. 




Ufi. 



AVIS J ei qmndam, perqi 
cula gaude. 
Omnia qua gauii fecula tempus 
habit. 
Stipafti quar latitia taftum a/gear 






jEquum eft latitia mella ut in aure bibai. 
Tu gaudi Verbum pepirijli, E2 diat Avcce 

Omnibus: atqut omnii terra reviirat Ave. 
Std tufalvifaim genuijli in fecula Salve : 

Noftra tccbt nudum nomen honoris, Ave. 

Gratia Plena. 

$uam font plena fuo diftenla ahearia mtlle, 
QueAfare t varit Chyme a ft Hint apis: 
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Quam plena eft adamant e fuo, teres area gemma, 

Qua quod non recipit, prenfat amore decus : 
Quam plena eft radijs folaribus aurea luna, 

Oppofitum to to cum bibit or be jubar : 
Quam plena eft Char it urn, Chart turn modulata chorea, 

Tarn plena eft decoris Virgo Maria Dei. 
lnvide quid font em crifpas ? mirabile non eft 

Si gravida eft Char it urn, qua gravida ta Deo eft. 

Dominus tecum. 

Humani lapfum generis fub triftibus umbris 

Luxerat Angelici curia tota chori, 
Et reparari iterum coniuncli numinis an/a 

Virgineo optavit pojfe videre Jinu. 
O homo quam fit grata falus tibi propria! quando 

Angelica exult at turba falute tua, 

Benedifta tu in mulieribus. 

Morborum mors intravit longo ordine mundum, 

Fa mine a quondam folici tat a manu: 
Sic Charitum Vita intravit longo agmine mundum, 

Faminea Marias folici tat a fide. 
Fons nobis vita, vita pariendo fuifti : 

N of que erimus laudis fons, benedicla tibi. 
Nam dignum eft per quam capit bened&io vita, 

Vt fit pra fexu ter benedicla fuo. 



Et Benedidus Fructus Ventris tui, 

Eruftaffe bonum pleno de pedore Verbum, 
Divino fefe pradicat ore Pater. 
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Meditationesj Poeticce, &c. 



Hoc Christus Verbum eft, quod de bonitatis abjjfo, 

Effudit cafto Virgo Maria Jinu. 
Gratum eft, fc? iuftum pariter, BenediBio ut ipfa 

Fufa repercujfo fit benedicla fono. 

Spiritus Sanctus fuperveniet in te. 

Vt Zepbiri teneris ubifibilat halitus bortis, 

Dulcis adorata depluit aura rofa : 
Spiritus at fiori tarn molliter ofcula libat 

Vt non Virgineos explicet ore Jinu s: 
Sic Mariam Sanctus Deitatis Spiritus afflat : 

Numina £«f caftus fiumina fundit onyx. 
Nee tamen aternifohit tibi clauftra pudoris : 

Statque tua implicit q culmine turbo rofa. 
Christum illibata de Virgine credite natum ; 

Sic illibato eft cortice natus odor. 



Et Virtus Altissimi obumbrabit tibi 
Epigramma diflertum. 

Vt genuit magnum Pater extra tempora natum : 

Tempore fie natum Virgo Maria brevem. 
Prodijt in mundum fibi par, fubfiantia di/par: 

Vtfine Matre Deus, fie fine patre Puer. 
Grande puerperium Dbus eft : maiufque videtur 

Non eguijfe viro, non eguiffe Ded. 
Caftafugit lucem, Virgo pariturafub umbra: 

Et paritura umbram preftitit ipfe Deus. 
O condefcenfus nova gratia : luminis Autbor 

Ipfe creatura vertitur umbra fit*. 
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Vtque invifibilis lucis Pater author habetur. 

Sic eft vifibilis Virgo Maria genus. 
Vifurus numen Mofes penetravit in umbram : 

Tunc Christus numen tunc Pater umbra fuit. 
Migremus tenebra ad lucem, dum nomine verfo, 

Proque die tenebra eft, pro tenebraque dies. 




C&e ©bgrlonn of t&e 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARIE. 



WERE, are five letters in tbii Blefed 




| Which, cbang'd, a five-fold Myfterie 

defigne, 
I The M. the Myrtle, A. the AJ- 
monds elame, 
R. Rofe, I. Ivy, R.fteeet Eglantine. 

Tbefe forme thy Ghyrlend. fFberof Myrtle green, 
The gladdeft ground to all the numbred-hve, 

life implexei, and laid in, between, 

As Love, here fludied te keep Grace alive. 

The fecond firing is thefweet Almond bloome 

Ymounted high upon Selinis creft : 
As it, alone, (and tatty it) had roome. 

To knit thy Crowne, and glerifie the reft. 

The third, is from the garden calPd the Rofe, 
The Eye of flowers, worthy, for hisfeent, 



The Ghyrlond of the Blejfed Virgin. 
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To top the fair eft Lillie, now, that gr owes, 
With wonder on the thorny regiment. 

The fourth // bumble Ivy, inter/erf. 
But lowlie /aid, as on the earth afieep, 

Preferved, in her antique bed of vert, 

No faiths more fir me, or fiat, then, where* t doth 
creep. 

But, that which fummes all, is the Eglantine, 
Which, of the field is clefd thefweeteft Brier, 

Inflamed with ardor to that myfiick Shine, 
In Mofes Bujb, un-wafted in the Fire. 

Thus, Love, and Hope, and burning Charitie, 

(Divineft Graces) are fo enter mixt, 
With od*rous fweets and f oft Humilitie, 

As if they ador'd the Head, wheron tFarefixt. 
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C&e Eetietfe 

on the other fide. 

THESE Myfteries do point to three more great, 
On the rev erf e of this your circling Crowne, 
All pouring their full Jbowre of Graces downe, 
The Glorious Trinity in Vnion met. 

Daughter, and Mother, and the Spoufe of God, 
Alike of Kin, to that moft Blejfed Trine, 
0/ Persons, j*/ in Vnion (One) Divine. 

How are thy gifts, and graces blaz*d abroad I 
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Moft holy, W pure Virgin, Blejfei Mayd, 

Sweet Tree of Life, King Davids Strength and 

Tower, 
The Houfe of Gold, the Gate of Heavens power, 

The Morning-Star tobofe light our Fal batbftafd, 

Great Queen of Queens, moft mild, moft meek, moft 
wife, 

Moft venerable. Caufe of all our joy. 

Wbofe cbearfull look ourfadneffe dotb deftroy, 
And art tbefpotlejfe Mirrour to Mans eyes. 

The Seat of Sapience, tbe moft lovely Mother, 
And moft to be admired of thy Sexe, 
Who mad* ft us happy all, in thy reflexe, 

By bringing forth Gods Onely Son, no other. 

Thou Throne of Glory 9 beauteous as the Moone, 
The rofie Morning, or the rifing Sun, 
Who like a Giant bafts bis courfe to run, 

Till he bath reach* d his twofold point ofNoone. 

How are thy Gifts and Graces blaz'd abro'd, 
Through all the lines of this circumference, 
T* imprint in all purg'd hearts this Virgin fence, 

Of being Daughter, Mother, Spoufe ^God? 

15.3. 
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a Panegprtcfee upon tfjc 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

HAT eye dares fearch the bright- 
nefle of the Sun ? 
What Pencill draw it? What 

conception 
Is cleane enough, thy Pureneffe 
to defcry, 
Or ftrong enough, to fpeake thy Dignity 
Bleft Mother of our Lord, whofe happy ftate, 
None but an Angels tongue did fir ft relate ? 
Thou wert on earth, a Starre moft Heavenly 

bright, 
That didft bring forth the Sunne that lent 

thee light ; 
An earthly Vejfell full of Heavenly Grace, 
That broughtft forth Life to Adams dying race j 
For God on earth, thou wert a Royall Throne; 
The S^uarry^ to cut out our Corner Stone ; 
The chofen Cloth ^ to make his mortall Weed, 
Soile bleft with Fruit, yet free from mortall 
Seed. 
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In marriage bands thou ledft a Virgin Life ; 
And though untouch'd, becam'ft a fruitfull 

Wife. 
Though thou to aged Iofeph wert affur'd, 
No carnall love that facred League procur'd, 
All vaine delights were farre from your aflent, 
Forchaft by Vow, you feal'd your chaft Intent. 
Thus God His Paradife to Iofeph lent, 
Wherein to plant the Tree of Life He meant, 
To raife a Birth miraculous, and by 
His Sacred Wayes of Power, difclofe that High 
And Holy Myftery, which Angels (though 
So full of Light) defir'd to peepe into. 
When thou thy Maker didft bring forth; and 

He, 
Whofe Age had beene from all Eternity, 
Was borne an Infant from thy Blefled 

Wombe, 
He lay enclofed in that narrow Roome, 
Whofe greatneffe Heaven & earth could not 

containe. 
Who made the world, and Nature did ordaine, 
Was made of thy Fled ; He, Whofe open'd 

Hand 
Feeds all the Creatures both by fea and land, 
That even to thee thy life and being lent, 
Did from thy Breaft receive His Nourifhment. 
His Birth no humane tongues were fit to fing, 
Th* Angellike Quire did greet their New- 
Borne King, 
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So bright a Confort, and fo fweet a Lay 
Made night more faire and cheerfull than the 

day, 
And little Bethlem with more Glory fill'd, 
Than all the Roman Pallaces could yeeld. 
How wondrous great is then thy happineffe 
That wert His Mother ? But who can expreffe 
So high a bliffe ? When we defire to fame 
Some other Maid, or vertuous Womans name, 
When we of other Ladies write the lives, 
Of chafte Maides, happy Mothers, conftant 

Wives, 
Such as beft Writers have renown'd of yore, 
When we have told their noble Vertues o're, 
We draw examples, and befides their owne 
Faire ftories, praife them by comparifon. 
But in thy life we cannot ; thou alone 
Canft not at al admit comparifon. 
So far thy happy Name and Honour lives, 
Above all other Mothers, Maids, or Wives, 
That 'twere a finne, when we thy ftory tell, 
So much as once to thinke of Paralell. 
Wee'l let thee in thine owne pure Titles live, 
And fpeake no praife of thee, but pofitive ; 
As when we fay all ages, nations all 
Shall thee moft Happy among women call, 
That of the greateft bleffing God ere fent 
To finfull man, thou wert the Injirument. 




another Ipanegpticfte on tfce 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

DOE not tremble, when I write 
A Mijlrejfe pra'tfe; but with de- 
light 
Can dive for Pearies into the flood) 
Fly through every Garden-, Wood, 
Stealing the choice offiowrs, # winde. 
To drejfe her body or her minde ; 
Nay the Saints and Angels are 
Notfafe in Heaven, tiiljbe be J aire, 
And rich as they ; nor will this doe 
Vntilljbe be my Idoll too: 
With this facriledge Idifpence; 
No /right is in my Confcience, 
My handjlarts not, nor do I then 
Finde any quakings in my pen, 
Whofe every drop of inke within, 
Dwels as in me, my Parents Jinne, 



And pray fes on the paper wrot, 
Have but confpir'd to make a blot. 
Why Jhould fuch fears invade me now, 
That writes on her ? to whom doe bow 
The Soules of all the lufl ; wbofe place 
Is next to Gods, and in His Face 
All creatures and delights doth fee 
As Darling of the Trinitie ; 
To whom the Hierarchy doth throng; 
And for whom Heaven is all onefong. 
Ioyes Jhould pojfejfe my Spirit here, 
But pious ioyes are mixt with fear e. 
Put off thy Jbooe, 9 tis Holy Ground, 
For here the faming Bum is found. 
The mijticke Rofe, the Iv'ry Tower, 
The morning Star, & David's Bower, 
The Rod ofMofes, and of Ieffe, 
The Fountains fealed, Gideons Fleece, 
A Woman cloathed with the Sunne, 
The beauteous Throne ^Solomon, 
The Garden Jh'ut, the living Spring, 
The Tabernacle of the King, 
The Altar breathing Sacred Fume, 
The Heaven dijtilling Honie-combe, 
The untouched IMyfull of Dew, 
A Mother, yet a Virgin true 
Before and after Jhe brought forth 
(Our Ransome of Eternall Worth) 
Both God (sf Man, what Voice canjing 
This Myjlery, or Cherubs wing 



Another Panegyricke, &c. 

Lend from bis golden Stacks, a Pen 
To write, how Heaven came dawne to men ? 
Here/core, and wonder fo advance 
My Soale, it muft obey a Trance. 






3 Paneggttcfce, 

dedicated to the eternall Memory, 

and glorious Fame of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

| ; END me, Elias y Chariot to infpire 
My feeble Mufe. Wheeles of 

Celeftiall Fire 
Beare her from Earth, purge 
ev'ry loofer thought 
This duller ayre, or that grofle dunghill 

wrought. 
Let all her ftraines be pure, cloath her in white, 
And innocent wit ; let her chafte Soule delight 
In no adulterate line, no wanton fenfe, 
Let all her knowledge be her Innocence, 
As Adams ere he fell ; then will {he raife 
A Maiden Spirit, to chant a Virgins Praife. 
Yet let her not be barren, but bring forth 
Zeale, to each eare {he ftrikes, fo {hall her worth 
Shine like the Saint {he fings of, wonders doe, 
And be as {he a Maide^ and Mother too. 
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* St. Auftin, 
Baronius, 
and others , 
bold that (l:e 
was descend- 
ed from the 
Tnbco/ 
Levi, which 
the now 
Bifhop of 
Chichefter 
oppofetb. 



Inftrud me you nine Orders how to fing, 
Or let a Cherubin pluck me from bis wing, 
A quill to write the Story, or entreate 
Your Brother Gabriel from his bleffed Seate 
To vifit Earth, and teach mee, left I mifle 
To falute Mary in a voyce like his. 

Sleepe on your eyes, feire Virgins, long hath 

ftaid, 
Rife, and to Bethlem run, to fee a Maide. 
Rife Matrons, in your armes your Infants beare, 
To Bethlem hafte, and fee Gods Mother there. 
Matrons, and Virgins runne, hafte all to fee, 
Both joyn'd in one, a fruitfull Chaftity. 
Then every Matron this great Wonder tell, 
And every Virgin chant a Canticle, 
Sing Blejjed Marys praife, fing that for her 
Iehovah rivall'd with a Carpenter. 
Mary, deriv'd from two moft glorious Springs, 
The bloud of Levies Priejls, and Iudahs Kings, 
Which did as in a Type forefhew her ftory,* 
To be the Mother both of Grace and Glory. 
Sing of her birth, how not redeem'd with prize, 
Her Father payd her as a Sacrifice 
Due to his God, when others ranfom'd be 
With Shekles, as it were a flavery 
To ferve their Maker, and the Parents feare 
To truft Him with the wardfhippe of their 

Heire. 
But the bleft Maide whom Angels now admire, 



Memory of the Blejfed Virgin Mary. 

(Glad they have got her to encreafe their Quire) 
In child-hood firft her Virgin tafke begun, 
And in the Temple pray'd a pretty Nun ; 
That the firft breath flie fuckt was holy aire, 
And the firft word flie learn'd to lifpe, was 

Pray'r. 
There might you fee an Infant Saint out-vie 
The Levites in Devotion, and an eye 
Caft up to Heaven, ere it the earth had knowne ; 
Whole fhowers of teares in pious forrow fhowne 
For Eves offence, not hers, fliee did begin 
To learne Repentance, ere fliee knew to finne. 
Each morning ftrove the early Larke, and flie 
Who firft fhould chant their Sacred Melody. 
He that had feene her might by very fence 
Have prophecied an Age of Innocence 
Reborne with her. I fhould have thought her 

one 
Of the great Cherubim fent from its Throne 
To breed a race of Angels, and fupply 
Their roome that fell by proud Apoftafie. 
Thus flie grew up in Zeale, and holy Feares, 
Yet frill Devotion would out-bid her yeares, 
Till* at fifteen (when others holier fires 
Grow to more wanton, and unchafte deflres) 
The Priefts bethought a Hufband for her bed ; 
But Marys thoughts all unto Heaven were fled. 
Yet was flie Iofephs Spoufe, not with th* intent 
T'unloofe her Virgin Zone, but to prevent 
The futes of others, and enjoy more free 
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know not* 



cxliv 



S. Gabriel. 



A Panegyricke, dedicated to the 



The treafure of unfpotted Chaftity. 
Who will beleeve the Wonder I have faid ? 
Mary a Hufband tooke, to live a Maide. 
Dare not thou Iofepb to approach too neare 
This Heavenly Arke ; thy God inhabits there. 
Touch not that fan&ifi'd and hallow'd Wombe, 
Whence thy Salvation, and the worlds muft 

come : 
For 'tis not, Carpenter, thy Art that can 
Repaire the Fabricke of felfe-ruin'd man : 
Mary muft Bride to thy Creatour be, 
And clad in Flefli part of the Trinity. 
See God hath fent from his eternall Sphere, 
Bleft Gabriely his fire-wing'd Mejfenger^ 
Who crown'd with Glory, and a wreath of 

Light, 
Salutes the Virgin^ doubtfull of the fight, 
And courts her thus. " Haile y Mary, Full of 

Grace? 
(Wherewith a blufh rofe in her bafiifull face, 
And verifi'd his words) " the Lord," quoth he, 
" Hath left His Heaven, and comes to dwell in 

thee ; 
" Bleft amongjl Women y in thy Sexe Divine ; 
" For ev'ry breft Salvation fucks from thine." 
Suppofe a King had fome gay Favorite fent 
With powerfull Rhetoricke, and Court Com- 
plement 
To win a country girle. What could fhe gueffe 
But 'twas fome fcorne on her unworthinefle ? 






Memory of the Blejfed Virgin Mary. 

So Mary^ ignorant what her Vertue was, 
(For {he had made Humility her glaffe) 
Doubts what the words fhould meane ; won- 
ders to heare 
This Salutation ; and miftrufts her eare. 
And when the Angell tels her of a Sonne, 
To fit on Princely Davids Royall Throne, 
To rule the Houfe of Iacob y and to be 
A fceptred Prince^ to all Eternity, 
Her modeft Soule no vaine Ambition fway'd, 
She rather chofe to live an humble Maid y 
Then a Queene Mother. "How can /," quoth 

fhe, 
cc Who nere knew man y and am a Votary 
" Nere to know any^ teeme with fuch a Birth , 
Who would not for the treafure of the earth 
Befalfe unto my Vowes ? My Love is Pra/r, 
" And Piety all thefonnes I meane to beare." 
But when the Angell did Gods Will relate, 
That He would get a Sonne that might create, 
She yeelds a Handmaid to her Lords Defire. 
O I bu t thinke how fuch ftrange newes would fire 
Some Ladies hearts with pride, when they 

fhould heare 
Gods growne enamour'd on their beauties were! 
How they would thinke themfelves worthy the 

bed 
Of their Creatour, and advance their head 
Above Mortality, promifing their eyes 
To be made Stars to glorifie the Skies ! 
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But Marys Zeale fwell'd higher then her pride ; 
Nothing mov'd that, not when old Zacbarys 

Bride 
Felt the Babe dance, and leape within her 

wombe, 
For joy the Mother of his Lord was come, 
But blefs'd her God regarded her eftate, 
And fung not to her felfe, " Magnificat." 
Nor when the Shepheards did relate their ftory, 
That was as full of wonder as of Glory, 
But tooke the Angels Hymne,and chanted then 
" Glory to God on High, good will to men." 
Nor when three Kings did to her Cratch refort, 
Did fhee conceive her Stable turn'd a Court, 
When to a Priest, a Prophet, and a King, 
They fev'rall brought their fev'rall Offring. 
She tooke not to delight a wanton fenfe, 
The pretious Myrrhe,and odrous Frankincenfe, 
Nor did with covetous greedy eyes behold 
The Eafterne Wealth (the third Mans treafure) 

Gold; 
Her Sonne, and Saviours Honour to prefer, 
Was Mirrhe, was Frankincenfe, was Gold to 

her. 
Her life was all Humility ; Mufe make hafte 
To fing her Death, and how her life being paft, 
Heaven entertain'd her; for their Hymnes 

Divine 
Are fitter to relate her praife, than thine. 
Thou haft not power t'unfold with what a feare 



Memory of the Blejfed Virgin Mary, cxlvii 

She fled to /Egypt, and continu'd there 
To fave her Infants Life, not fkill to tell 
How much fhe joy'd at ev'ry Miracle. 
Prefume not thou to number what her eyes 
Showre forth in teares, as on the Crofle (he 

fpies 
Her Sonne, and Saviour, nor what care fhe 

fhow'd, 
To gather up the drops of Bloud that flow'd 
Pure Balfome from His Side ; nor venture on 
To write with what a violent Zeale fhe run 
To begge with Iofepb He a Tombe might have, 
By Whom we all are ranfom'd from the Grave. 
Me thinks I fee how by His Crofle (he flood, 
How her fad eyes vide teares, as He dropt 

Bloud ; 
Her eyes more fad,caufe they retained their fight, 
And could not doe as Heaven did, loofe their 

light. 
Her armes exprefle the Crofle whereon He dide, 
As if fhe too meant to be crucifide. 
I fee her Vaile rent ; for it could not be 
The Temple fhould exprefle more griefe than 

fhe. 
Me thinkes I heare her plaints. " O Christ s. Mary. 

that I 
" Should give Thee Flejb ; for elfe Thou coukTJt 

not dye! 
c< Divinity is from all pajjion free, 
u That Thou canjifuffer torments, was from mee. 
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Wherefore Thy Virgin Mother here vowes all 
Her houres to Prayers^ till Thy laft Trumpet 
call." 



And here I crave no pardon, if my penne 
Stabbe thofe prefumptous, and o're curious 

men, 
Whofe bold Difputes dare into queftion call 
What Tonnes fhe had, and whether Christ 

was all. 
As if a Mortall durft to Mary come, 
And court Gods Widdaw> to prophane her 

Wombe ; 
As if the Mother- Malde that ftil gave ore 
To be a Mother^ but a Maide no more ; 
Or (he that God and Man had borne, would be 
A Mother now to beare Humanity j 
As {he from Heaven to earth, her thoughts had 

caft, 
And could love lo/eph, that had God embraced. 
No, having layne, great Heavens, Immortall 

King, 
Vnder the Shadow of Thy gratious Wing : 
She Turtle-like would a chafte Widdow be, 
And vow'd to love no other Dove but Thee ; 
But ever mourn'd Thy abfence, till her eyes 
Had fpent her Soule in teares, and love-ftrain'd 

cries, 
Crackt her poore heart-ftrings. Having caft 

away 






Memory of the Blefed Virgin Mary. 

The toylefome burthen of unweldy clay, 
With pure, and ayrie pinions, hence fhe flies, 
And forfakes earth, to feeke Thee in the Skyes. 
When (he arriv'd where her Bleft Mate doth 

dwell : 
What PoetSy Prie/is y or Prophets rage can tell 
The entertainements, welcomes, joyes have 

beene, 
Vnlefle in Pathmos he had Vilions feene. 
We may fuppofe that Angels clapt their Wings ; 
Powers and Dominions fhowted ; all the firings 
Of Serapbins tun'd high, lowd Hymnes did play. 
A troope of Virgins on the Milky Way 
Met her in (how-white robes, and Convoy had 
Legions of Martyr s y all in fcarlet clad. 
Iofuab with Captaines, David Sainted Kings y 
All tendred their refpeds. The Pallace rings 
With acclamations, Eve runnes forth to. fee 
Whence fprung the Fruit, cur*d the forbidden 

Tree. 
Sarah makes hafte, her Ladies Wombe to blefie, 
Without whofe Birth, the curfe of barrennefle 
Had laine upon her, though fhee had a fonne, 
And had brought twenty Ifaacks forth for one. 
Rebecca^ with the better of her twins, 
And Rachel, with her Iofeph too, begins 
To chant her praife. The brave Bethulian 

Dame, 
Victorious Iudith, to her welcome came 
With troopes of Amazons. The Sbeban Queene^ 
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Seng of the 

Blejfed 

Ones. 



(Who now the new Ierufalem had feene) 
Runs to the fight, and wiftly gazeth on 
The Mother of the mightier Solomon. 
There met with Saints, and Angels^ all defire 
To bid her welcome, thus, in a full Quire : 

c< Come Blefled Virgin, fixe thine eyes upon 

c< This glorious Throne^ 
" And on the Right Handy there behold thy Sonne. 

" Behold His Hands, His Feet y His pierced Side, 
" That for us dide, 
Whofe very Wounds in Heaven are Deifide. 



u 



<c 



<c 



u 



cc 



Thofe glorious Lips, which once drew Milke 
from thee, 

" Shall one day be 
The Doome of Soules, to Blijfe^ or mifery, 

Blejl Wombe, the Myjleries that fprung from 
hence, 

a Dazle ourfenfe, 
Whofe onely EJfence is Intelligence. 

u Finite thou wert, yet Infinite in thee 

" Wee treafur'dfee, 
" Mortally yet Mother to Eternity. 

" Thy Sonne made of thee, made thee. Faith 
afpire 

" One ladder higher, 
" Elder then y s Mother, Antient as His Sire. 



" 9 Tis ftrange thou JboulcTJl both Maide and 
Mother be; 

" Stranger to fee 
u In one Soule both God, and Humanity. 

" As Hee wasGoDythouJiillart Mzyd. Whocan 

"This Wonder f can? 
" Hee made thee Mother, as Hee was but Man. 



cc 



cc 



Thou fucckFJl Him upon thy breafls y and He 

" To ranfome thee y 
Opened His Side upon His Paffion Tree. 



" Come Blefled Virgin, and receive thy Crowne 

" Of full Renowne^ 
" Where Death, and Time have laid their 
Scepters downe. 

" There Jing with us y how Three doe Jit upon 

<c The glorious Throne; 
" One of which Three is Two, yet All but 
One." 

THUS, Holy Virgin, have I (hadow'd o're 
Thy Pi&ure, in a rude unpollilht (core, 
That wifh'd t'have limm'd it with as lively grace, 
As ever Painter drew the fweeteft face. 
Yet would I not idolatrize thy Worth, 
Like tome, whofe fuperftition fets thee forth 
In coftly ornaments, in cloaths fo gay, 
So rich as never in the Stable lay. 



Thefe make thy Statues now as famous be 
For pride, as thou wert for Humility. 
I cannot thinke, thy Virgin Bafhfulnefle 
Would weare the Lady of Lorettos dreffe, 
Though farre more glorious robes to thee were 

given, 
Meekeneffe, and Zeale on Earth, Glory in 

Heauen. 

Take then the Honour thou haft juftly wonne, 
Praife above Angels^ but below thy Sonne. 





B 



We admit genuine, univerfal, Apoftolic Traditions . . . the 
perpetual Virginity of the Mother of God. — Archbishop 
Bramhall. 

He that came from His Grave, raft tied with a ftone and 
fignature . . . came alio into the world Co, without doing 
violence to the virginal and pure body of His Mother, He 
did alfo leave her Virginity entire, to be as a (eal, that none 
might open the Gate of that Sanctuary, that it might be ful- 
filled which was fpoken of the Lord by the Prophet. — 
Bishop Jrrsmy Taylor. 

\tt believe the Mbth& cf our LdRb to have been not only 
before and after His Nativity, but alfo for ever, the moft 
Immaculate and Bltjftd Virgin, — Bishof Pearson. 

The neceflary confequence of this dignity of the Biejfed 
Virgin [/*. *., as the Mother of God] is, that (he remained for 
ever a Virgin, as the Catholic Church hath always held and 
maintained. — Bishof Bull. 

The Lord being with (Mary), all goodnefs muft needs be 
with her . . . For fanclifying Graces none fuller, folo Deo 
excepto . . . She was an Immaculate and Unfpotted Virgin, — 
Archdeacon Frank. 




Cfte jFemalt d&lorp: 

OR, 

Life of the Blejfed Virgin 

MARY. 



HER EXTERNALL BEAUTT. 

IISTORY offers to our view 
myriads of holy Virgins in 
Beauty and Vertue equally 
attra&ive, whofe due Praife 
the Catholike Church doth at this day 
folemnely fing, but with a more eleva- 
ted Voyce (as Duty on our part, and 
Merit on hers commands) the Laud of 
that moft excellent Princejfe, the Virgin 
Mother of God. There be who^affirme, 
that what ever the Creator faw beautifull ! 
in Heaven, or Earth, He beftowed in the 
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limming of this rare Piece ; not that flie 
might be ftiled the moft faire amongft 
the Daughters of Women, but by a Hea- 
venly prerogative, the alone Faire, the 
alone Lovely. Looke how many parts, 
fo many arts you might difcerne of the 
Celeftiall Limmer. And this is noway re- 
pugnant to Reafon it felfe. For if Christ 
was faire above the Sonnes of Men, (hould 
not (he be fo above their Daughters, fince 
from her alone He received His Flefh ? 
Gregory Nazianzen proclaimes that (he 
furpafe'd all women in lovelinefle. An- 
dreas fayes that (he was a Statue carved 
by Gods Own Hand. Others, of thofe 
firft, and purer times, not without Admi- 
ration, obferve that God was almoft fifty 
Ages in the Meditation of the ftru<Sture of 
this (lately Pallace. And truely our be- 
liefe may eafily digeft this, that His Om- 
nipotency would make her (it to be the 
Mother of His Son, Emprejfe of this 
lower world, and the Bleffed Conduit 
through which (hould pafle the Myftery 
of Mans Redemption. Yet (inde I a ridi- 
culous defcription of her in Epiphanius a 



Her Externa 11 Beauty. 



Prieft of Conftantinople ; who affirmes, that 
her face was of the colour of Wheate ; 
her vifage, long j and her nofe, futable ; 
her haire, yellow ; and her eye-browes, 
blacke. But what Authority he hath for 
this, neither I, nor I thinke he himfelfe 
can well tell. For furely, fimple Antiquity 
was not either curious, or fkilfull to deli- 
ver it by Tradition, or pi&ure, to pofte- 
rity. I verily beleeve he had it from his 
owne dreames, or rather fancy. Mop/a 
is as much beholding to our incompa- 
rable, and inimitable Sydney for a delinea- 
tion, as is my Divine Subjetl to this cu- 
rious Impertinent. Whether her Beauty 
chiefly confifted in colour, in Symmetry 
of parts, or both, I know not. Sure I am 
the Streame of other more judicious, pious 
Authors carries me not into an opinion, 
but a ftrong beleefe of her Heavenly 
Forme. Cardinall Cajetan, and Galati- 
nuSy (with what truth I cannot fay) cer- 
tainely with more probability then he, 
maintaine that her excellent Temperature, 
her conformity of Members, her firme 
and conftant Complexion, free'd her from 
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all contagion and difeafes. And Dyonifius 
goes further, affirming that fhe was no 
other then a walking Spring. Such variety 
of fweet Odours her very pores breath'd 
out on all that came neare her ; as we reade 
of Alexanders living body, and the Mgyp- 
tian Carkaffes, which by a thin fpare dyet 
obferved in life, even after death fent forth 
a moft fweet Perfume. Sylvan us Razz i us 
recounts a pleafing ftory of a certaine 
Clerke, who by many Prayers implor'd, 
and obtain'd, the Blefling of her fight ; 
but with this Condition, that he fhould 
fee her but with one eye, and that one he 
fhould lofe. He willingly embrac't it; 
but when fhe appear'd dreft in all her 
Beames, not being able with one eye to 
take a full view of her, he opened the 
other alfo ; chufing rather to forfeit his 
fight for ever, then to loofe one minute of 
the inconceiveable content he enjoyed in 
the fight of fo glorious a Speftacle. Were 
this true, it would make a brave exam- 
ple of a devout Soule, ravifht with the 
view of a Divine Objett. 





HER INTERN ALL BEAUTT. 

F the Ime was fo fplendent, 
fo fumptuous, what may we 
thinke of the amiable Gueft, 
that lodg'd in it ; her Minde, 
befet with thoughts cleare, and radiant as 
her owne Eyes? He that dares attempt 
the expreflion of thefe her internall Gifts, is 
ignorant of her Sublimity, He who dares 
not, knows not her Humanity, her Sweet- 
nefle. As no ftile can afcend fo high as her 
exalted Worth ; fo on the other fide, none 
can defcend fo low as her Humility. En- 
courag'd therfore by her Meeknefle, not 
my owne fufficiencie, I fhall endeavour to 
limme her Soule in little (fince, in great, 
neither my time, nor ability will let me), 
which will appeare an enterprife as hardy, 




and vaine as his who fhould ftrive to 
limmit the Light, or circumfcribe the 
Ayre. Know then, modeft Reader (and 
receive this knowledge with the fame Ex- 
tafie, and Zeale I write it) that her in- 
ternal 1 Lufter was farre greater then her 
externall ; like in this unto the Tents of 
Kedar, as foone cover'd with duft, and 
almoft burned up with the heat of the 
Sunne, as foone beaten, and fhaken with 
tempeftuous weather ; but, in the meane 
time, inwardly all glittering with Glory, 
and Magnificence. O ye jfngels, to you 
it is onely given, not to finne ; but on her 
is conferr'd what you cannot merit, to 
beare the Reparation of Mans ruine. The 
ApoftleS) thofe holy Vapours of the Primi- 
tive Churchy fometimes burnt dimme, and 
were obfcur'd with the fogge of finne ; 
but her Brightnefle nothing vitious could 
leflen, much lefle utterly extinguifh. She 
was, indeed, Vertues prime, and great 
Example ; and all the accompliflit Women 
of the Ages paft, prefent, or to come, 
have grace, and happinefle to the full, in 
being called her imperfeft Coppies. 



Here my Invention treads a Maze, and 
my heart is divided betweene an earned 
defire to praife her to the height, and a 
holy feare, left in that praife, I fhould 
trench, on Gods Own peculiar Attributes. 
That fhe was no way inferiour to her 
Sonne, according to the Flefh, I dare 
not, with fome, avouch, who magnifie her 
in a phrafe that violates her Modefty, and 
makes her blufh at her owne Exaltation. 
Her Lowlinefle was fuch, that it was nearer 
the reje&ing of all commendations, then 
entertaining a comparifon betweene her 
felfe, and Him to Whom fhe had pro- 
fefled her felfe an Hand-maid. And no 
lefle is her fhame, or rather, indeed, her 
trembling, when pennes, prophanely pro- 
digall, afcribe that honour to her which is 
onely proper, and due to that Deity from 
Which fhe received her Grace, and being. 
I will not, with Lipjius afcribe as much 
to her Milke, as to her Sonnes Bloud. 
Neither dare I fide with thofe who averre, 
that fhe is halfe of that Sacrifice that ran- 
fom'd us, and Gods Partner here. Nor 
is my penne fo impioufly valiant, as to juf- 
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tifie that God made Himfelfe the Pat- 
terne, and communicated to her by Grace, 
whatfoever Hee had by Nature. Nor 
am I of his bold opinion who fayes ; If 
man had never finned, yet Christ fhould 
have taken Flefh, to honour her. Thefe 
men would have her, in all things, equal] to 
Christ Himfelfe. Neither her Modefty, 
nor mine will admit of this blafphemous 
flatterie. I willingly allow her to be the 
Vejfell, but not the Fount aine of Grace. I 
am much taken with his tenent who holds 
that God made all things for the ufe of 
Man; becaufe He would amply furnifh 
him with matter enough to bufie his head, 
left he fhould bee fo audacious as to en- 
quire into His Secrets, & encroach upon 
His Prerogatives. We need not (thanks 
to His infinite Goodnefle) bee fo danger- 
oufly venturous, fince He affords us a 
large fcope, and ground enough fafely to 
extol this His Favourite, fecond to none 
that ever bore flefh, either in her owne 
Defert, or His Efteeme. 



HER BIRTH. 





O begin with her Birth. It 
was miraculous, as it alwayes 
falls out where Nature failes, 
and God fupplies, as He did 
here in Anna the blefled mother of this 
more Blefled Maid. And here, by the 
way, I muft infert an obfervation derived 
from Gods Sacred Word, that for the 
moft part the children of fterility are fruit- 
full in Sandlity, and all Good Works. 
Sam/on was the fonne of barrennefle ; and 
kept the people in obedience. So was 
Ifaac ; and gave precepts to the feed of 
Abraham. So was Samuel; and foretold 
the mifery of fervitude to the Iewijh Syn- 
agogue. So was Io/eph; and with his 
counfell, governed all AEgypt. So was our 
Hallow'd Subiefiy who brought forth the 



That Ioa- 
cimus and 
Anna were 
her parents, 
is an un- 
doubted 
Truth, re^ 
ceivedby 
the Church, 
as wee find 
both in Ba- 
ronius and 
Bifhop 
Montacute, 
in bis Booke 
called Ap- 
paratus, &c. 



12 



Life of the Blejfed Virgin : 



SoNNEof Glory. The flavesof the Tynans 
rebelling againft their Mailers, and having 
fubdu'd them, by a generall content de- 
creed, that hee amongft them who, the next 
morning, could firft difcover the Sunne 
rifing, fhould be their King. One of them 
of a more gentle difpofition then the reft, 
having hidden his Mafter (by name Strato) 
from the others fury, fecretly afkt his ad- 
vife in this fo important affaire, who bade 
him look into the Weft, for there he 
fhould fooner difcern the approach of the 
Sunne, then they who fought him in the 
Eaft. This wife counfell he obey'd ; and 
while the reft fixed all their eyes on the 
Eaft, he from the higheft part of the 
City, by his Rayes in the Weft, firft dif- 
cover'd his afcenfion in the Eaft. So in 
Anna (the happy mother of this Wonder 
of Women) being then in the Occident, or 
{et of life, the Prophetick world forefaw 
the brightnefle of the dazeling Light fhe 
then teem'd with. At length the Worlds 
greedy expectation was fatisfied ; and this 
Cynthia, this chaft Starre was delivered 
of a Plannet farre greater, and brighter 



then her felfe; of whofe all gladding 
Shine, the firft man participated, and the 
laft fhal. I may as properly, as dolefully, 
call them Plannets, fince they never retted ; 
but were in perpetuall motion while, in this 
lower Orbe, they ran their fatall courfes, 
in which they were often clowded, never 
quite eclipfed. 

The day of the Nativity of this moft 
perfeft of Saints, I finde thus defcri bed by 
Nicolaus Vernulaus, a late Writer, and a 
Profeflbr of Eloquence. The defcription I 
onely infert for the elegancy ; for I muft 
condemn it as guilty of levity and vanity, 
and noway futable to the Majefty, Gravity, 
and Modefty of this our Sacred Subjeft. 
The Sunne (faith he) this day burnijht 
his face ', the better to illuftrate the World, 
cc and to appeare gracious in her fight, who 
" carried in her breaft a Fire purer, and 
" clearer, than his owne Rayes. The Earth 
" put on her frefheft greene ; and the Flowers 
"fpread their dainty leaves, and made a 
fweet exchange of odours with her; yet 
hung their heads to fee themf elves both 
c< in colour, and lent, fo farre furpafs % d. 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 
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" The Trees advanced their curled heads, 
"and compos } d their lookes within the 
" chriftall ftreames, who Jeemed to dance 
" after their owne murmur. Amongft the 
c< Beads, their King layd by his fiercenejfe ; 
t€ and not one of his fubjeSfs was found 
"favage, or polluted that day. Then was 
" the Proverbe croffd ; for the Worme be- 
ing trod on> would not turne againe y left /he 
fhould prove unlike her meekeft Miftreffe. 
<c In the very bowels of the Earth, the Mine- 
" rals and the Stones more pretious, ajfumed 
their quicker /par kes, as Emblems of her 
Jplendour. The Ocean had not a wrinckle 
in his face ; thousands of Halcions ho- 
"ver'd o f re his head; and his Tritons 
" blew Jo lowdy that their notes founded the 
<c very bottome of the Deep. Within his 
" vaft Dominions was no difcord that 
cc day ; for the greater of the Fifh forfooke 
" their prey> and the /mailer Jwumme in 
" thatfecurity, that the Sprat bearded the 
" Dolphin, and playd with the nofo of the 
| " overgrown Whale. The Birds/itfrj their 
j « choifeft aires; the Fowles/*te; nearer the 
\ " earth to Jalute her ; and their towring 
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cc Lord, the Eagle, brought his young ones 
u to try their eyes at this new borne Light. 
cc The Ayre it /elf e was like her, gentle ; 
" and being invifible> tame to fie ale a kijfe 
"from her cherry lip >f oft and fmooth as 
" were his owne. The Windes {conceiving 
their Jilence would beft pleqfe) kept them- 
/elves within their dens ; onely Zephirus 
wasletloofe tofannethe Pinke, and Violet, 
" and play the wanton with the Rofe." 

Thus farre VernuUus. Of all things 
created, Man alone, to whom, being ficke, 
(he was to bring a Soveraine Antidote 
was found leaft joyfull, leaft gratefull. Yet 
were there fome, no doubt, of Gratitudes 
children, who lay proftrate before her ; 
and did homage to their fweeteft Lady % 
who might better be called the Mother of 
the Living, then Eve; fince fhe, like a 
Murdrefle, gave her children death ere 
birth ; and defaced thofe Images whereon 
God had fet His Owne Stampe. She was 
no wifer than a poor Fly, who, enamour'd 
of the beau ty of the flame, longs to try if it be 
as fweet as fatre, and is confumed with her 
owne folly. Had our Blefled One fupplied 
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her roome in Paradice, the forbidden Fruit 
had, perchance, beene yet untafted, and 
Man uncurfed; for fhe was altogether void 
of Curiofity, proper to that weaker Sexe, 
and the very bane of it. Our deareft Prin- 
cejfe therefore, was defervedly a S^ueene 
ere borne ; receiv'd a Crowne fooner than 
fight ; and found her Throne feated upon 
the threfhold of life. And what Crowne 
was fhe prefented with ? Not one, to com- 
pofe which, the Eaft, and the Weft joyned 
their treafures; but a Crowne in the making 
whereof every Vertue, and all the Graces 
had a hand. Nor did any vaine mortall 
place it on her facred Temples, but God 
Himfelfe ; Who thought nothing too 
deare, nor omitted any Ornament that 
might embellifh this goodly Edifice > wherein 
Himfelfe meant to refide. Having thus 
adorn'd, and honour'd her, He plac'd her 
in this lower world, for the good and ad- 
miration of all, for the converfation of a 
few. Though borne on Earth fhe lived 
here like a Native of Heaven. 
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HER INFANCT. 

S we may guefle at the neat- 
nefle of a Houfe, by the entry 
into it : fo we may judge of 
her lifes remainder, by the 
very beginning. Sabellicus affirmes that 
fhe no fooner faw the light, but fhe ador'd 
the Creator of it ; and lifted up her 
heart arid eyes, to the great Infuser of 
all her incomparable Excellencies. She 
lov'd God, ere fhe had feene Man. The 
defeft of her Tongue could not hinder the 
operation of her Soule ; in which, ere (he 
could fpeake, fhe acknowledge His un- 
fpeakeable GoodnefTe. In her, Religion 
preceded the ufe of Reqfon ; and fhe ap- 
prehended God's Mercies, long ere fhe 
was capable of His Nature, and Wifedome. 
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i8 



Life of the Blejfed Virgin : 

Ere fhe could utter holy Words, fhe made 
holy Signs, by which fhe made knowne the 
fandity of her Heart. The firft Word fhe 
learn'd to Iifpe, was Iehovah. She fent 
forth many a figh for Sinne, not having 
committed any; and bewailed that, of 
which fhe was utterly ignorant The row- 
ling of the Cradle, put her in minde, 
that fhe was newly enter'd into the tem- 
peft of this life ; the infinite dangers 
whereof to e(cape > fhe made Vertue her 
Pilot. 

We will not here, with fome Writers of 
her Life, difpute whether or no, fhe had 
the fame ordinary Education with other 
children ; nor, with them affirme, that fhe 
entred the Temple at three yeares old, and 
lived clofe by the Altar > and was fed Mira- 
culoufly by an Angell; as alio that it was 
there revealed to her, that fhe fhould be 
delivered of the Messias. I will not 
make one fteppe out of God's Own Path, 
fro which I never yet faw the greateft wit 
to fwerve, but it was in danger of flick- 
ing faft. Yet hath a pious Charity often 
fwallowed more than all this. If from the 
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hand of an Angell fhe there received food 
natural!, or fupernaturall ; fure I am the 
Wonder is not fo great as that of the In- 
carnation, where the Wombe included 
the Word. And why fhould we with 
difficulty beleeve, that this white fpotlefle 
Soule was illuminated with Revelations, by 
the Divine OJECT of her chafte Vowes? 
who undoubtedly deferved to be rapt up 
if it were poflible, a ftory higher than was 
Saint Paul. It is likely enough, faith 
Mantuan, God would have the Temple of 
His Spirit to dwell in the Temple of His 
Service. The fame Author affirmes, that 
fhe there liv'd a pretty Nun ; and fpunne, 
and wove the facred Veftments, till her 
eleventh or twelfth yeare ; when her Pru- 
dency, and Shame, and the care of her 
Reputation, forbade her to accompany 
even the very Pr lefts themfelves, Men 
whom God had fele&ed out of the mafle 
of the vulgar to teach His Will," to in- 
ftruft His People, and to fing His Praife. 
Thefe curiofities, and bold conjedures, 
let us rather beleeve, then conteft with the 
broachers; for it is Wifedome to grant 



Mantuan. 



Mantuan. 




Ancient and 
eminent Au- 
thors affirnu 
her to have 
beene learned 
in the He- 
brew tongue i 
all ivbicb 
you /ball 
JSnde quoted 
xjvCedrenus. 



Sabeliicus. 



what we cannot confute. Let us then 
imagine, that this holy Reclufe confined 
her Body to this facred folitude, and a 
fpare diet; and warily kept her Soule 
from the furfets to which carnall delights 
invite all things humane. And it is con- 
fonant both to Reqfon and Truth, that her 
Exercife there, was pious like the Place. 
They who goe about to take away her Writ- 
ing, and reading Tongue, are impioufly 
ridiculous ; fince it evidently appeares that 
(he was well read in the Scriptures, by her 
Divine Hymne uttered in Zacharies Houfe. 
On her Reading, attended Meditation ; on 
her Meditation, Prayer ; on her Prayer, 
A&ion, as the louely Fruit of the prece- 
dent. Thus bufied, the day left her, the 
night found hen Her fleeping Cogita- 
tions, we may fuppofe, were futable to her 
waking ; and her very dreames, Divine. 
She had not a thought that was her owne ; 
all belong'd to God. She was flow to 
fpeake, faith Sabeliicus ; but ready to obey 
all holy Advice. Her Tongue was not fo 
fwift as her Wit, which made it follow for 
dire&ion, in all the requifites of fpeech. 



In a word, fhe might well ufurpe that of 
the Church ; When I was a little One> I 
was pleajing to the Most High. 

When, upon mature deliberation, fhe 
left the Temple, (he ft ill liv'd as if (he had 
beene in it. Though in Body fhe was fo- 
ciable, fhe fetter'd her Soule from wan- 
dring abroad ; her true converfation being 
in Heaven. This flourifhing Vine planted 
her felfe amongft the Olives. She was more 
choice of her Company, then of her Food, 
or Rayment ; both which, God knows, were 
courfe enough. She knew Temperancy to 
be Gods, and Natures Favorite ; in that 
it conduceth to the Service of the Former, 
and the prefervation of the later. She 
therefore made this Heavenly Vertue judge 
of her Appetite ; left it fhould long after 
ExcefTe, the Mother of all uncleannefle. 
Her Soule gave laws to her Body ; which 
it could not infringe,without the injun&ion 
of a ftridfc Pennance. She devour'd Glut- 
tony it felfe ; and made the Flefh fubjed to 
the command of the Spirit. Her Fare, faith 
CedrenuSy required no veflell ; nor need fhe 
to wafh her hands, after her greateft meale. 
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Her Dyct defide the fire, as of no ufe. 
From the Earths face, the Cows dugge, 
and the Fountains brimme, fhe readily 
fetched her fuftinance. She was as igno- 
rant of the Perfian luxury, as the fuper- 
ftition. To this, her Cloathing was corref- 
pondent ; for which, her Backe was behold- 
ing to her Fingers. Her Hands were the 
purveyours to her other Members. She 
had one eye fixed on Heaven, and the 
other caft upon the Earth ; being intentive 
on the Glories of the one, and the Necef- 
fities of the other; and at once a&ed 
Martha and Magdalene. It is very credi- 
ble that fhe fowed, and fpunne, and main- 
tain^ Life with labour. Hee Who gives 
life to all things, fuffer'd His then Adopted, 
and fince Naturall Mother, to gaine her 
living with fweat, and care, that her Ex- 
ample might give pride the checke, and 
teach Majefty Humility. In her, He made 
manifeft, that mortall Felicity is not the 
parent of the immortall. She was not fe- 
licitous for the feather, the looking-glafle, 
or any outward bravery; being onely 
carefull to cover her fhame, and at once to 



Her Infancy. 

expell two deadly enemies to her Soule, 
and Body, Pride, and Cold. Her outward 
Simplicitie was in all things anfwerable to 
her inward. 
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THE SALUTATION. 

UT now, the time is come 
when ftie muft be (to the 
aftonifhment of the World) a 
Mother, and yet remaine a 
The Marriage betweene God, 
and Nature is concluded on in Heaven ; 
and Gabriel, the Ambajfador concerning 
Mans Redemption, prepares himfelf for 
his journey, decreed from all Eternity. 
He receives inftruftions from the Hands 
of Gods Owne tranfcendent Mercy ; and 
therefore, no doubt, but they are gentle, 
and pleafing. Clad in white, (as an Em- 
blem of his Innocencie) he fets forth with- 
out any other guard then his owne right 
Arme able to deftroy Legions. The ChaU 
daans carried in their Enfignes a towring 
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Flame ; the Babilonians, a Dove ; the 
Scythians y Lightning ; the Perjians> a Bow, 
and Arrows ; the Romans, an Eagle ; and 
this extraordinarie Ambajfadour of Peace, 
(being to defcend from the higher to the 
lower World, from the Creatour to the 
Creature, an Angell to Men) beares along 
with him, in his very Name, the Signe of 
His Power, and Fortitude, that fends him. 
The Gates, faith Vernul<eus> of the Celef- 
tiall Pallace, ftand wide open, and the Sa- 
cred Trinity gladly beholds the departure 
of this Divine Mejfenger. The Angels 
clap their wings ; and make the Heavenly 
Roofe ring with Halleluiahs. The Saints 
attend, and fend their Vows after him, that 
his prefence may be without terrour ; and 
his fweet delivery, win confent in the heart 
of their glorious Emprejfe. The vafte 
(pace betweene the Poles is filled with 
troopes of Holy Spirits, who give a Con- 
voy to this their feUovr-Servant, graced 
above the reft, in having fo important an 
affaire, as the Worlds Salvation, committed 
to his charge. The Starres put on new, 
and brighter afpedts ; as feeming to fore- 
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tell what they forefee not. The Earthy 
bedeckt with all imaginable ornaments, 
prefents him with variety of Sents, and 
Colours even to her felfe new, and layes 
her prime dainties under his feet. Onely 
her ftupid Inhabitants, whom his Embaflie 
mod concerned, were altogether unfenfible 
of his arrivall, and of the eternall Benefit 
he brings them ; receiving him rather like 
an Herald, then an Ambajfadour. And 
(which encreafed his wonder at his enter- 
tainment) his firft approach was unwel- 
come to the Saint whofe Votary he was. 
He found her (as fome thinke) alone ; 
feparated as well in Body, as Minde, from 
the World. She was not ignorant, that 
Piety was nearer pollution in Society, than 
Solitude ; and therefore, to fhun infeftion, 
fhe avoyded Company. She well knew that 
the Holy Ghost Himfelfe had dweltwith 
the Prophets and Apftles in Caves, Dens, 
and Dungeons, and there pen'd the all- 
faving Writ. That which we call Good- 
fellowfhip, and fweet Converfation, her 
Confcience aflured her to be, at beft, but 
a fociable folly. In Neighbourhood fhe 



feared proximity in Vice. Well, if alone 
he found her, queftionlefle flie made a 
Divine ufe of that privacy, and meditated 
how in a corruptible Body, to preferve a 
Spirit incorruptible. 

The Celeftiall Agent having demanded, 
and obtained Audience, fpake the Oration 
he made not ; for he was but Interpreter 
of the Holy Spirit, in which Office he 
juftly gloried. The Speech afliiredly was 
modeft ; and futable to the facred Eares 
it was to enter. The beginning of it, no 
doubt, confifted of a reverent applaufe of 
the Perfe&ions God had imparted to her. 
"Haile, Mary," faid he, " Full of Grace y 
cc the Lord be with thee : Blejfed art thou 
cc amongft Women , &V." How fhe tooke 
this the Text following declares. " And 
iC when Jhe faw him, Jhee was troubled at 
" his faying, and thought what manner of 
" Salutation that fhould be." No doubt 
the Angell no fooner pronounc't, " Haile 
" Mary, Full of Grace" but a blufh arofe in 
her Bafhf ull Face, and verified his Words, 
But this colour was not fixed ; it went 
quickly back, to fortifie her noble Heart, 
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againft the feare that invaded it* She faw 
her felfe alone with One altogether a Gran- 
ger to her, whofe face (he neither knew, 
nor his intent. True it is, his language 
was fmooth, and even ; but as faire words 
as thefe, have often proceeded from a foule 
heart. She trembled at his Salutation, 
thinking him to be a *Man fubjedt to ab- 
horred luft, and therefore feared violence : 
but when the once knew him, and his 
Embafly, (he then undaunted, difcours'd 
with him as an Angell, whom before (he 
quak't at as a Man. I conjure all modeft 
Soules that (hall perufe this paflage, by all 
things deare to them, to dwell long upon 
it, as worthily deferving both their Admi- 
ration, and Imitation. Though (he re- 
ceived from him extreme, and Heavenly 
Praifes, yet (he was afraid, becaufe (he 
was alone. O Saviour of the World! 
Purity feares an Angell ; (hall not Im- 
purity then fufped a Man though in the 
(hape of an Angell, when his complement, 

Jbapeof Men r * . 

is certaine : and for many reafons it is very probable that Gabriel affumed the 
form of a Man when he came to the Blefled Virgin. Chryfologus, (erm. 140, 
is of opinion that the Angel appeared in a Jbape, and habit ntofi pleafing and 
gentle, and that the Virgin was not troubled at bisperfon, but bisjpeecb, in that 
it isfaidjbee marvelled what Jaytnn thofejbould be. 



and difcourfe are fenfuall. Virginity can- 
not bee too heedful, which makes it prac- 
tife the doubt of things fafe, that fo it may 
accuftome it felfe to the feare of things 
dangerous. If Heathen Women have, by 
nature, fo abhorred pollution, that they 
have chofen death before it, how odious 
muft we judge it to the Angellicalt Inno- 
cency of Gods Owne Mother? Well, 
what courfe tooke (he? She rejefted 
thefe his Commendations, not with her 
tongue, but her lookes, which put on a 
diflike of all he had faid. She had heard, 
that when Caftles come to a parley, it is a 
figne of yeelding ; and therefore thought 
it her fafeft way to involve her felfe with- 
in Humility, and a fober Silence. 

But the Angell quickly delivered her 
out of this Agony, into a greater ; out of 
this Feare, into a more tormenting Care. 
Feare not Mary," faith he, "for thou 
haft found Favour with God ; for he I 
thou /halt conceive in thy Wombe> and 
<c beare a Sonne, and /halt call His Name 
" Jesus. He /hall be Great ; and /hall be 
" called the Sonne of the Most High ; and 
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" the Lord God /hall give unto Him the 
Throne of his Father David. And He 
Jhall raigne over the Houfe of Iacob for 
ever, and of His Kingdome Jhall be no 
cc end'* To this her anfwer was, " How 
"jhall that be y Jince I know no Man ? " It 
is true, it is true, moft Blefled Virgin, 
thou knoweft no Man ; but let thy Mo- 
defty reft fecure; for the Operation of 
God, and not of Man, is here required* 
God fhould never be conceived in thee, 
wert thou not a Virgin; nor borne of 
thee, ihouldeft thou not remaine fuch. 
Thou canft not be fpotted with the Con- 
ception, or Birth of an Issue fo Immacu- 
late. This Feare is as needlefle, as that of 
defiling thy faireft Fingers with the pureft 
Fountaine. If Obededon having received 
the Arke within his walles, was fo en- 
riched with all manner of Treafure, that 
Felicity was voyced to have defcended 
from Heaven into his houfe; what (hall 
we judge of thy fupreme Blifle. O glo- 
rious Virgin I who art not to be the re- 
ceptacle of a wooden Arke, but of His 
Only Sonne ? With confidence, there- 



fore, confent to thy owne happinefle, and 
the Redemption of all Humanity, 

But, indeed, I do not wonder at her 
aftonifhment, when I confider her bafti- 
fulnefle. Meethinks I fee her, now catt- 
ing her eyes up to Heaven ; now fixing 
them on the Earth ; and now againe on 
the Ambajfadour himfelfe, refolving to give 
up her Soule rather then her Virginity. 
Harfh mutt the word (Conception) needs 
found to her who was a Votary nere to 
know Man ; whofeonely Love was Prayer; 
whofe onely Childe was Piety. But when 
the Angell urged Gods Will, (he forth- 
with yeelded a Handmaid to her Lords 
Defire. Let us intentively liften to the 
text, cc And the Angel anfwer'd, and/aid 
unto her, The Holy Ghost fliall come 
upon thee; and the Power of the Highest 
fliall overfliadow thee; therefore alfo that 
Holy Thing that Jhall be borne of thee 
/hall be called the Sonne of God. And 
behold thy Coufen Elizabeth, fliee hath 
" alfo conceived a fonne in her old age ; 
"and this is the fixt moneth with her 
cc who was called barren. For with God 
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<c nothing Jhall bee impqffible. And Mary 
"/aid; Behold the Handmaid of the 
<c Lord ; bee it to mee according to thy 
« Word." 

See here united, an incomparable Hu- 
mility, and an Obedience even unto 
death. For the confenting to be the 
Mother of God, was not eafie to her ; in 
that a meek, and humble Spirit, with 
greater difficultie afcends the higheft fteppe 
of Honours Throne, then a proud, de- 
fcends thence to the bottome ; it being a 
thing in Nature farre harder to climbe, 
then to come downe. If any Man {hall 
yet reft unfatisfied, and fhall make a fur- 
ther enquirie after this difficulty, he may 
pleafe to confider that her Humility bal- 
lanc't her Sonnes exalted, and her owne 
dejedted, Eftate ; and as well meditated the 
Care, the Diligency, the Reverence, and 
Obfequioufnes, as the Dignity, and Excel- 
lency of her whom God would vouchfafe 
the moft glorious Title of Mother. She 
wifely weighed, that the Angels were not 
worthy to wait on Him ; and therefore 
the fervice of her whole Life muft as farre 
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exceed, as the Name of Gods Mother did 
excell that of Servant \ or AngelL If Saint 
Peter > yet in the dawn of Grace, could 
fo clearly difcerne his Masters Great- 
nefle, as that he cryed out, Depart from 
me ajinner, as deeming himfelfe unworthy 
of His Prefence : If the Centurion, for the 
fame refpeft, thought his houfe too bafe 
to receive Him ; what fhould fhe thinke 
who was not to take Him into her Ship, 
or her Lodging, but into her Wombe, 
where He was to remaine not a Vifitant, 
but a Dweller ? Full well alfo (he under- 
ftood, that her confent was not onely re- 
quired to be the Parent of the Almighty, 
but the Spoufe alfo of His Holy Spirit ; 
to Whofe Infpirations fhe ought a greater 
obedience then others, having received 
from the fame Spirit a greater meafure of 
Grace, and Honour. She clearly fore- 
faw, that (he was not onely chofen to con- 
ceive the Son of God, to bring forth, to 
nurfe, and governe Him ; but alfo, per- 
force, to yeeld Him up (fuch being the 
Divine Pleafure) to a three and thirty 
yeares perfecution ; and laftly to the curfe^ 
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Death of the Crofle, the Salvation of 
others depending on His Deftruftion. 
And that ihe did forefee all this, plainly 
appeares by the Speech of the Angell to 
her, who (after he had foretold the Con- 
ception, and Birth of Christ) added, And 
Hejball be called Iesus, that is, a Saviour. 
An awfull Reverence, and an inconceivable 
Joy divided, without doubt, her all-holy 
Heart, when (he contemplated her future, 
being a Mother to the Messias. Can a 
Man imagine any thing more difficult, 
more bitter for Humane Nature to over- 
come ? Yet did her aftive Vertue van- 
quish all thefe impediments, and with an 
humble, ravifht Soule, ihe expe&ed the 
entrance of Him into her facred Wombe, 
Whom already (he had furely feated in her 
Heart. 

Here, before we proceed to her Con- 
ception, we muft obferve two things not 
amply, and fully enough exprefe'd, very 
remarkable in the Angelicall Salutation ; 
Firft, the dignity of the Ambajfadour ; 
Next 3 the worth of her to whom his Em- 
bafly was direfted, together with her many 



Vertues, equally eminent in this Divine 
Dialogue. 

Concerning the Firft ; he was not a 
Matty but an Angell; neither an Angell of 
an inferiour Order, but of the fupreme 
Hierarchy , which choife and pure Spirits, 
having received infinite Ornaments, and 
Graces from their Lord and Mailer, re- 
tained ftill His Favour, and ever flood 
before Him. S. Gregory ftiles him a prin- 
cipal 1 Angell, treating of principall things. 
Some have not feared to call him the Su- 
preme Angell, as Damqfcen, and others. 
Truth will anfwer for him, that amongft 
all the Celeftiall Spirits, none are fo pre- 
dicated in Holy Writ as he, and Michael, 
to whom the Declaration, and Expofition 
of fo high Myfteries fo often were com- 
mitted, as in Daniel, Zachary, and Mary 
is fpecified. Some will have his name to 
fignifie God, and Man; and that this 
Etymology containes a miraculous Myf- 
tery. Amongft thefe is Proculus, Arch- 
Bi/hop of Conftantinople. " Geber," faith 
he, "fignifies man ; El, God, alluding to 
<c his Embajfy, which treated of His ap- 
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" proaching Birth, Who was both God and 
" MAN." Saint Bernard, judgeth the 
Servant of Abraham to have beene a type 
of Gabriel ; for he was fent by his Mafter, 
not to feek any Virgin that came next to 
hand, but fuch a One as the Lord God 
had prepared for the Sonne of His Lord. 
" this Gabriel,'* faith Saint Chryfoftome, 
" the Painters pre/ent to us winged; not 
" that God created him fo 9 but to denote 
« the fublimmity and agillity of the Celeftiall 
" Nature, as alfo, to admonijh us that, 
" with gratefull hearts, wee acknowledge 
" him to have for our caufe descended from 
" his higheft habitation " And fweetly 
Chryfologus ; "An Angell treated with 
Mary concerning our Salvation, becaufe 
an Angell had dealt with Eue touching 
" our Damnation" This Blefied Spirit, 
and Saint lohn the Evangelifl, Damianus 
compares to two Lyons, which carefully 
guard this our Sacred Subject. 

I will not here feeke to fatisfie the 
over-curious, and needlefle doubts of 
Luther, and others, whether (he knew 
Gabriel to be an Angell, or no; nor 
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whether, or no, he entred her chamber 
•the doore being fhut; nor whether he 
appear'd to her in a gentle familiar fliape, 
or in his full fplendour, as when he fo 
much amaz'd Zachary> and ftrucke him 
dumbe. Thefe Queftions ferve rather 
to bufie Curiofitie, then enflame Zeale. 
Neither hath all that tender Sexe (to whofe 
good I dedicate this difcourfe) received 
an education that renders them capeable 
Iudges of fuch difputes. And I freely 
acknowledge, that in this Treatife, I have 
not fo much as ufed any one word not 
frequent, and familiar, becaufe I would 
make the fenfe cleare to the Femal 
Readers. Withall I profefle my fcope is 
not to (harpen their Wits, but to beautifie 
their Lives ; and to kindle in their faire 
Bofomes, an holy Ambition to afpire to 
the Perfections of that devout Life, which 
this our incomparable Lady led, and ended 
with the applaufe of Men, and Angels. 

Laying afide therefore thefe fuperfluous 
Arguments, I will proceed (as my method 
commands me) to deliver her ineftimable 
Worth, and fober Demeanour towards the 
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Angell y which no Eloquence can fo well 
exprcfle as a (ilent, and reverent Admira- 
tion. Much I need not fay of her, of 
whom I never can fpeake enough ; efpe- 
cially having already produc'd fo many 
ancient, and learned Extollers of her Ex- 
cellencies, to which my vote would adde 
no more then a dimme Lampe to the 
glorious eye of Heaven, or an obfcure 
Glowortne to a ftarry night. Yet fince at 
the Altar of this Meek One (fweet and 
chaft as the Incenfe there daily burned) a 
(ingle graine, fent from a (imple heart, is 
acceptable, I will not feare to pay her a due 
Oblation, though it come as fhort of her 
Value, as I of her Goodnefle. May it 
pleafe thee then, pious Reader y gratefully, 
with me to acknowledge that this is (he 
who gave Flefti to Him, by Whom all 
F/eJh is fav'd. This was the Dove, that 
firft brought to us the Olive of our 
peace. This is the Rainbow, or firft Signe 
of our Reconciliation to the Divine Ma- 
jesty. And (to (hut up all in a little) 
this was the Tabernacle, and Throne of the 
Almighty, whence (His Majesty ob- 
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fcured) His Love ftiined forth to all Hu- 
manity. But in that, a plaine delivery 
of her Vermes adorne her more than can 
all the flowers of Rhetoricke ; I will 
(though in an inelligant phrafe) fet fuch 
downe as (hall appeare moft eminent in 
this unparalell'd Colloquy, wherein were 
handled the profound Myfteries of the 
Sacred Trinity, as of the Fathers Om- 
nipotency, the Holy Ghosts Eificacy, 
the SoNSfES Excellency, and in Him the 
Proprietie of both Natures. 
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HER PRUDENCT, AND HER OP- 
PORTUNE SILENCE, AND 
CAUTION OF SPEECH. 

ER Prudency fltall take the 
irft place, not as the greater!:, 
but as the mod diffufive; be- 
caufe cleane through this Dia- 
logue it blends with all the reft. Firfi, (he 
awfully, and advifedly gives him full Au- 
dience ; and at once, both obferves the 
laws of Patience, and the cuftome of good 
Manners, in quietly attending the period 
of his Salutation. Many of her Sexe 
would have lb cut him off at every word, 
that hee mould never have peec't his 
Speech together againe. Being more mif- 
trefies of their tongues then their eares ; 
they would never have given him hearing 
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till they had becne weary of talking. One 
of thefe, Iuvenal makes mention of in his 
6. Satyre, who made a din able to free 
the Moon from the power of the En- 
chanter. 

This Vertue of an opportune Silence 
few women obtain. If they do, it comes 
to them the laft of all other. Their 
tongues are clocks, which, once wound 
up, few of them go lefle then Jixteene 
houres. But this wifeft of Saints in a 
feafonable filence, and caution of fpeech, 
was alike admirable : Infomuch that 
through the whole Bible we finde not that 
fhe fpake above five times. Twice to the 
Angell Gabriel, as " How Jhall this be t w 
and againe, "Behold the Hand-maid of 
the Lord." Next, in the encounter be- 
tweene her, and her Coufen Elizabeth. A 
fourth time, to her Beloved Sonne, after 
long abfence, c< Why have you dealt fo 
with us. 39 Laftly, when (he becomes a 
Petitioner for the poore, <c Becaufe they 
have no wine*' Here, in this place, fhe 
intentively hearkens to the Angell, whom 
(he heares twice ere fhe replyes once. She 
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made two pawfes uftier her Anfwer, which 
(he fram'd with fuch care, and fobriety, 
as if Modefty had feal'd up her Bofome, 
and Lippes ; and that without her fpeciall 
warrant they were not to be opened. 
And though her thoughts were perplex'd 
and troubled, yet fhe apparrell'd them in 
fuch a cleare, fmooth calme of language, 
that it would have gentiliz'd Barbarifme 
it felfe. When her Chaftitie is called in 
queftion, (which (he efteemes above 
Health, Liberty, or Life it felfe) fhe pofi- 
tively denies nothing, in that ftrange, and 
to her impoflible aflertion of the Angell; 
but anfwers, with an humble enquirie, 
" How jhall that be?" Well might (he 
make this demand, fince (he knew by hu- 
mane power it could not be effected ; and 
the Angell had not yet revealed; that fuch 
was the Divine Will. Though never 
Soule endured a greater conflict then hers, 
and that feare had ftretched the firings of 
her Heart to their utmoft extenfion, yet 
chofe fhe rather that they fhould breake 
in funder, than fhe into Intemperancy. 
Some Women (though chaft, yet curft, 
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and hafty) having once heard their Chaf- 
tity brought in queftion, would have 
omitted all interrogations; and have given 
the Angell a Sermon for his Salutation ; 
and have reviled his Name, if not offered 
violence to his Perfon. But in this fweeteft 
of Creatures, Mildenefle and Modefty 
kifled each other ; fo that nothing could 
flow from her, that was not pleafing and 
gentle. Yet could not her amazed lookes 
conceale her feare, which affli&s farre more 
than griefe ; for we grieve onely for what 
is part, but we feare all that can happen. 
The mercifull Angell reading, in her fore- 
head, the perplexity of her Minde, re- 
folved to ridde her of the tormenting 
doubt fhe was in ; and to banifh feare out 
of that face referved only for Beauty, and 
the Graces to dwell in. He therefore 
hides this great Secret no longer from her ; 
but expounds to her the manner, and 
meanes, of her Conception ; which no 
fooner entred her Eares, then confent 
her Heart. And with a proftrate Soule 
fhe made her will conform it felfe to 
Gods; " Behold, faith Jbe, ///* Handmaid s.Ma* 
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of the Lord, ©V." In this Confent of 
hers, we may difcover almoft as many 
Perfe&ions as Words. Some draw hence 
an obfervation, that the Salvation of Man- 
kinde depended upon her confent ; and 
confequently the Damnation, upon her 
refufall. My Meditation dares not climbe 
fo high ; not being able to conceive how 
poffibly the Searcher of Hearts fhould re- 
ceive a repulfe from his Chofen One; 
nor how His Omnipotency can be con- 
fined to one onely Meanes, in the Re- 
demption of Mankinde. It fhall fuffice 
me, to derive hence three of the greateft 
Chriftian Vertues, her Faith, her Obedi- 
ence, her Humility. 






HER FAITH. 

AITH is the hand whereby 
we lay hold on Christ, and 
His Merits," without which ," 
faith S. Auftin> " all morall 
" Vertues whatsoever are no better than 
" gorgious Jins" The dignity and necef- 
fity of this fupernaturall Gift, cannot but 
evidently appeare to the meaneft under- 
ftanding ; in that no man is ignorant 
that without Christ we cannot be fav'd ; 
and without Faith, we cannot apprehend 
Christ, nor apply His Deferts, and Paf- 
fion to our polluted Soules. In this which 
excel Is all other perfections did this happy 
Mother of our Emanuell, furpafle all 
other creatures, as here in briefe, and here- 
after more at large, I fhall demonftrate. 
S. Auftin both in knowledge and autho. 
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rity, infinitely exceeds me ; and therfore 
I defire you would heare him for me. 
<c Strengthened byafingular Fait V faith he, 
Jhe made Gods Sonne hers, more happy 
truely in conceiving Christ in her Minde, 
" then His Flefli in her Wombe. Endued 
u with this Faith Jbe/ear'd, and reverent? d 
Him Whom Jhe bore ; Whom asfoone as 
Jhee brought forth jfhee ador 9 d 9 and was 
the fir ft beholder of the Glory of His Re- 
furreSion* 9 Would I mufter up my 
forces, I could produce many other Cham- 
pions of the fame worth, and antiquity ; 
that with an indefatigable Zeale, doe vin- 
dicate the Faith of this Bleflcd Virgin 
againft fome of thefe latter ages, who ac- 
cufe her as defective in that wherin ftie 
was moft accomplifht. Their ObjedHons 
have beene long fince anfwer'd by Saint 
Auftin> Saint Ambrqfe, and divers others 
of thofe Primitive times. Saint Auftin 
diftinguilheth thus betweene Zacharies 
demand and hers. " Zachary when he 
"fayes, Whence /hall I know this ? or, 
" By what meanes jhall I know this, /, and 
" my Wife being Jo aged ? hefpoke this out 



" of defpaire, not by the way of inquijition. 
"But Mary when Jhe ajkes ; How /hall 
" that be, fince I know no man ? fhee utter *d 
" this enquiring, not de/pairing. Where- 
"fore to Zachary it is f aid, thou /halt be 
" dumbe becaufe thou believeft not ; but to 
" her the caufe is expounded, becaufe while 
"/he doth que/lion, /he doubt eth not of the 
" promi/e" 

And to the fame purpofe, and al- 
moft in the fame words fpeakes Saint 
Ambrofe, whofe teftimony I omit, left I 
fiiould prove tedious, and obfcure to the 
tender fexe, to whofe profit this weake 
Eflay of mine is chiefly intended. Yet 
my Zeale to her whofe true Admirer I 
am, compels me briefly to deface all thofe 
afpertions, which the adverfaries to her, 
and piety have layd upon her. And I 
am wholly transform'd into wonder, as 
oft as I confider how malice, and her 
fpawne can bee fo frontlefle as groflely to 
deprave the meaning of the Text, onely 
to detract from her ; and fhould be fo au- 
dacious, as to contradidt the Holy Ghost 
Himfelfe, who by the mouth of Elizabeth 
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pronounceth her Blefled, bccaufe Ihe be- 
leeved. True it is, their expoiitions give 
a light to the Scriptures ; but it is fuch a 
one as we receive from lightning, which 
brings with it rather terrour then com- 
fort. 





HER OBEDIENCE. 




ERE her Obedience calls upon 
me to cut off, I cannot fay, 
this digreflion, but vindica- 
tion of her Honour. Though 
(he deferved foverainty, and command ; 
yet delighted (he in nothing more, then in 
this fubmiffive Vertue, proper onely to a 
Subjedl ; and was a diligent practitioner 
of it through her whole life, in imitation 
of Him Who was obedient even to an ig- 
nominious Death. Her Faith, and Obe- 
dience were of equall fpeed ; for fhe no 
fooner heard the Angell relate that the 
Almighty had ordained, fhe fhould beare 
the Worlds Redeemer, but fhe beleev'd, 
and confented that it fhould be fo. She 
had learnt in her infancy, that Obedience, 
with God, i9 better then Sacrifice; and 




therefore, (he was as fwift as thought in 
agreeing to the Divine Ordinance, that fb 
pofteritie might diftinguifli betweene her 
Obedience, and that of others whofe Wils, 
and Vnderftandings have a combat before 
they can bee brought to a confent. But 
this was onely a lovely branch of that 
beautifull Tree, her Humility, on which a 
perpetual Autumne attended ; for it con- 
tinually bore fruit. 
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HER HUMILITY. 

F this Vertuc I muft treat 
more at large then of the 
reft, becaufe it is extenfive 
cleane through all the actions 
of her life. Of this there are many forts, 
whole feverall countenances, and fhapes 
we will here draw to the life; left the 
Reader be impoPd upon, and verily 
beleeve he enjoyes the true one, when, 
indeed, he is onely pofleflbur of the 
adulterate. 

We will begin with the Naturall 
Humility, which is to be found in many, 
who being bafely borne, and bred, and 
poorely fpirited, afpire not to greatnefle, 
but reft fully contented with that fordid 
calling Fortune hath allotted them. This 
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Humility. 
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tical 
Humility. 
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Humility is none of thofe that Vertue 
doth warrant. There is another kinde 
which we may call Scnfuall; and this makes 
men refufe Honours ; not that they do 
not defire them, but for the trouble, care, 
and danger, that attended them. This 
Humility is bafe, and degenerate. There 
is a third proud one of the Hypocrite ; 
who though he be ambitious of Dignities, 
and feeks them by all cunning, and under- 
mining wayes, yet (to be reputed humble) 
he feemes to flie them. This Humility 
is falfe, and fained. A fourth there is 
Fhilofophicall, and Morall ; and this con* 
fifts in the knowledge of a mans felfe, and 
his miferable condition, fo that by a natu- 
rall light he can fee to humble himfelfe, 
and be ferviceable to all men ; yet no 
further then the dignitie of his eftate 
allows, and humane reafon requires. So 
that, in this mans opinion, it (hould not 
be Humility, but bafenefle, in a Gentle- 
man, to pardon an injury done him, or to 
place himfelfe in an Hofpitall as a fervant 
to attend the ficke, and needy. This 
Humility will not endure the Chrifiian 
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Teft. A fifth> Mqfaicall, or ludaicall, 
offers it felfe to our confideratian ; and 
this hath a neare refembknce of the true 
one ; for by the perufall of the written 
Law we come to know our felves more 
perfedHy then all ithe Ehildfophers of the 
world can teach us. To this purpofe 
Saint Paul faith ; cc From the Law comes 
u the knowledge of finned and in another 
place, " I had not knowne concupiscence to 
is bee afinney had not. the Law /aid; Thou 
"Jhalt not covet.' 9 In this Mirrour we 
difcerne our original! corruption, and all 
our difordinate paffions, and afle&ians, 
together with our ignorance and irailty. 
By this Touchftone we finde all our moral 
philofophicai Vertues to be but counter- 
feit. But this carries with it a very de- 
trimentall difcomraoditie ; far it leads us 
beyond hope of Salvation, and there 
leaves us. For when a man {hall con- 
fider, that an unattainable Perfe&ion, and 
an exadfc obfervance of the Law is required 
at his hands (wherein he is commanded to 
honour God with all his Soul, and with 
all his might, and to love his neighbour 




Mofaicall, 
or Iudaicall 
Humility. 



Rom. iii. 
ao. 

Rom. vii. 
7- 




The true 

Chriftian 

Humility, 



Life of the BleJJed Virgin : 

as himfelfe) and yet withal 1 (hall difcover 
in himfelfe an utter difabilitie to execijte 
thefe holy Commands ; a frozen dije&ion 
wil fo benumme all his thoughts, that not 
one of them will be of force, to uphold 
it felfe from finking into the bottomlefle 
pit of defpaire. 

But with the true Chrifiian Humilitie 
it is otherwife ; which (having firft made 
a fubmiflive acknowledgement of its owne 
ingratitude, pride, avarice, injuftice, im- 
pietie, and infinite other imperfections) 
by a ftrong apprehenfion layes hold on 
the Mercie of God in Christ. And 
this Goodnefle of God towards us, makes 
our finnes more odious even in our own 
eies ; no otherwife then the tender kind- 
nefle of his Father, made the Prodigal 1 
Childe more clearly fee his owne errour, 
and difobedience. For this makes that 
Speech of God to the Iewes, " When 
"you come into the Land of Promife, then 
"you Jhall know your finnes ?" as if He 
fhould have faid, cc How often have you 
" diftrufted Me, and not onely murmur' d 
" againft Me, but abandon" d Me y and ador*d 
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" Idols, making them your guides, and at- 
cc tributing to them the benefits you have 
c< received from Me ?" fo the Regenerated 
Chriftian, being once entred into the Spi- 
rituall Kingdome of Christ, fees more 
clearely his finnes, then he did before his 
calling ; as having received a greater 
Light. The excellency of this Vertue, 
in a Chriftian, is beyond humane expref- 
fion. Not amifle a learned Father of the 
Church ftiles this the Treafurer of all 
other Vertues. The antient Chriftians 
commonly ufurpe Humility for Vertue it 
felfe. Christ cals it Poorenefle of Spirit ; 
and difcourfing of Mans Beatitude, fets it 
in the front. This, and Pride are at end- 
lefle oddes ; for this is fociable, and loves 
company; wheras Pride affefts folitude, 
and is for the moft part alone. In the 
Empire of Pride, two cannot ftand quietly 
together ; whereas in the Dominions of 
Humility, an infinite number may be 
placed without either combat, or ftrife. 
Pride is never void of feare, and doubt ; 
whereas this ftands fecure with Ionas in 
the bottome of the Sea. Pride is ever 
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ambitious of the firft feate ; this of the 
loweft ; and therefore is as much extolTd 
by all men. as the other cride downe 
Pride aflumes all to it felfe, and is full of 
felfe-love. This refufeth even its owne 
due, and undervalues it felfe ; as knowing 
that it can juftly call nothing its owne, 
but finne. Pride ftormcs at an injury re- 
ceived; this embraceth all occafions that 
may exercife its patience. Pride (like all 
things puft up, and light) is wavering, 
and blown here and there by every guft 
of Fortune ;. this in liability is a Rock, 
not in hardnefie, being foft, and white as 
the Downe of Swans. Yet though this 
Vertue be of all other the mod innocent, 
and fubmiffive, it is withall the moft 
powerfull ; for, as Nature^ fo God, ab- 
hors vacuity, and therefore (finding the 
humble utterly empty of affe&ation, pre- 
emption, and what elfe is derogatory to 
His Honour) He fils Him with His Grace 
and Spirit. What ihould I fay more ? 

Humility is fearelefle, in danger ; free, 
in bondage ; rich, in poverty ; quiet, in 
perfecution ; noble, and glorious, in igno- 



miny ; lofty, in lownefle ; joyfull, in an- 
guifh ; and happy, in the midft of mifery. 
This made Mqfes fpeechlefle ; Abraham, 
to acknowledge himfelfe duft and a(hes ; 
Iohn, the Baptift, to efteeme himfelfe a 
meer Voyce ; and Saint Paul, to account 
himfelfe the greateft of all finners. This 
Iewell was fo faire in Christs Eye, that 
to purchafe it, He underwent not only 
poverty, mifery, and all indignities, but 
even execration, and maledi&ion. What 
would we judge of a great Prince, who, 
inftead of enlarging his Territories, fhould 
abafe himfelfe fo farre as to become a 
poore Subjeft? Why this did Christ, 
Who (being of all things the Greateft, 
and Beft from all Eternity) by Humility, 
became of all the Loweft ; and defcended 
even to the profeffion of fervice to the 
meaneft of His creatures. It is alfo an 
evident marke of His Humility, that He 
chofe to be borne of fimple and obfcure 
Parents; whereas He might, if He would, 
have allyed Himfelfe to the greateft 
Princes. This gave occafion to the Iewes 
to mocke Him, faying, " Is not Iofeph His 
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Father, and Mary His Mother ? " True 
it is that He was of the Houfe of David, 
but when He was borne, it was in its de- 
clination, and of no repute. As the Moone 
fourteene dayes together, to our fight, en- 
creafeth ; and fourteene againe diminifti- 
eth, till at length it be feene no more : fo 
in the fourteene Generations from Abra- 
ham to David, the Houfe of David re- 
ceived advancement in Honour, andSplen- 
dour, and was in his time at the full 
height ; but in the fourteene following 
Generations it was in the wane ; and in 
the dayes of Christ, neere utter extinc- 
tion. And whereas He might have in- 
ferted Sarah, Rebecca, and many other 
Saints in His Genealogy; He phcedTamar, 
Raab y Ruth, Berfabe, and others of an in- 
ceftuous race, to (hew the world, that, 
though He hated finne, He abhorred not 
finners. What man is there who, having 
a lafcivious wife, detefted of whoredome, 
will take her againe ? Yet Christ, having 
efpoufed the adulterate Soule of man, re- 
ceives her into Grace and Favour, after 
(he hath committed millions of adulteries. 
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To this effect faith the Prophet y " Though 
" thou haft committed fornication with 
many Lovers > yet returne^ and I will re- 
ceive thee." Who is there that being 
injur 'd will not onely forgive the Offendor, 
but feeke his friendship ? ay, and lay downe 
his life for him ? All this did Christ, 
Who (being grievoufly and hainoufly abuf- 
ed by man) not onely demanded his par- 
don, as if He Himfelfe had beene faulty ; 
but made an Oblation of His Owne Heart- 
Bloud, to quench the Wrath of God, 
juftly conceived againft him. Another 
admirable Ad of His Humility was, that 
(God having given Him all Power in 
Heaven and Earth) in fo much that He 
could at His pleafure have de&royzd ludas, 
whofe treafon He foreknew, all the re- 
venge He tooke, was to wafh his feet, 
and to call him Friend, when he came to 
apprehend Him. 

To thefe I may adde His living in ob- 
fcurity from His twelfth to His thirtieth 
yeere ; in all which time we reade not 
any thing of Him. I will conclude with 
all the erodes and calamities He endur'd, 
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of which in His Life He never reaped any 
fruit ; and at His Death, had His Inno- 
cency onely predicated by one, and that 
one a Thiefe. In a word, during His 
Abode here below (whether you confider 
His Do&rine, Aftions, or Paffion) He 
was not fo much delighted with the exer- 
cife of any Vertue, as of this gentle, meek 
one ; that fo He might imprint it as His 
Owne Sacred Stampe, or Marke in thofe 
mindes which He would have known to 
be His. And, above the reft, into the 
chaft Bofome of His deareft Mother did He 
fend this Divine Gift, before His Birth 
by infufion ; and afterwards engrafted it 
there, by example. And this we may 
well perceive, by her fo clofely following 
the Patterne, that (he precedes all but Him- 
felfe, in this milde, offencelefle Vertue. In 
this rare Quality as (he had an unequal! 'd 
Mafter, fo (he prov'd a matchlefle Scho- 
lar. He who is ignorant of the excel- 
lency fhe hath attained to, in this one Per- 
fection, I dare pronounce him withall, ig- 
norant of God's Holy Writ, and incapeable 
of all Goodnefle derived thence. 
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Yet fome facrilegious theeves there are, 
who robbe this beautifull Temple of its prime 
Ornament ; this fweeteft Garland, of its 
faireft Flower. They maintaine (me thinks 
the Earth fhould fhake it felfe, and them 
when they utter it) that fhe was humbled, 
not humble. Thefe I may more pro- 
perly averre to be learning, not learned. 
They may with as much juftice deprive 
the Rofe of her blufli ; the Lilly, of her 
white ; the Violet, of her purple ; and the 
Chriftally of its clearnefle ; as her of this 
pretious Ornament, which fhe obtein'd by 
a ftudious pious Imitation, and preferv'd 
with a holy Care. But my wonder is the 
lefle, when I contemplate the continuall 
Antipathy betweene Impudency, and In- 
nocencie. Whofoever fliall fettle his me- 
ditation on her difcourfe with the Angell ; 
her Pilgrimage to her Coufens houfe ; 
and her Divine Hymne there (though he 
have fworn himfelfe the flave of prejudice) 
he will breake his chaine ; and reaflume 
fo much freedome, as to declare her truly 
humble. Sure I am, if they would have 
her halfe a degree humbler, they make 
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her wholly abjedt. To my thinking thefe 
fixe words alone {Behold the Handmaid of\ 
the Lord) are able to convince of errour 
fix thoufand fuch fliallow Authors. To 
thofe who are plac'd in an extreame height, 
all things below feeme farre (mailer then 
indeed, they are, but to themfelues they 
appeare the fame. But here it fals out 
otherwife, where the introducer of one 
pregnant Blefling that contein'd all other 
into the world (and therefore worthily 
placed above it) thinks all things under 
her farre greater then her felfe, and above 
her in value. Certainly, all the Ancient 
Fathers with one confent, affirme, that 
fhe deferv'd to be Emprejfe of all others, 
who humbled her felfe below them all. 
For my owne part, I am fo tranfported 
with the meditation of her Meeknefle, 
that me thinks I heare her thus exprefling 
the humility of her fandtified Heart, to the 
Heavenly Nuntio. 

"Is this a delightfull Dreame y or a 
pleafing Vifion that thus ravi/heth my 
Soule ? What a lovely prq/peff is this ? 
" What do mine eyes behold? Cedars 
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Jlooping to Shrubs ? Mountains to Val- 
lies? The Ocean courting a Riveret? 
I difcover more than all this. I fee 
Heaven descending to Earth ; the Su- 
preame M ajestie, to Humane Mifery ; 
a Blejfed Angell, to a wretched Mortall. 
True it is, I am the Structure of Gods 
Owne Hands ; but an Edifice not cleave, 
not faire enough for the Habitation of 
His Onely Sonne. Alas ! alas I I am a 
Veflel too uncleane to enclqfe a Deity. 
Is this Flejh of mine pure enough to 
clothe Purity // Selfe f lam not worthy 
to be reputed His Childe, much lejfe His 
Parent. Oh, lend me thy harmonious 
Voyce, thy Heavenly Rhetoricke, thou 
Celeftiall Oratour, that I may render 
Him Thanks, and Praife, though not 
equally yet nearer to the Grace I have 
received* I deny not but wee fee His 
Name written in every thing here below, 
but in obfcure Characters ; like the dis- 
covery of the Sunne in a puddle. Thou 
art nearer Him in EJence, in Prefence, 
in Goodnes, in Knowledge, and canft find* 
out words more futeabk to His Worth. 
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" Wherefore I earneftly befeech thee> in 
thy beft phra/e, to prefent the unfained 
gratitude of His moft humble Handmaid, 
who eft e ems her felfe unworthy to touchy 
{€ much more to conceive Him. Neither 
" /halt thou thy felfe depart without moft 
" humble thanks for the eternall Honour 
" thou haft done me by this vifit. yx 

It is probable enough, (he faid much 
to this purpofe; this forme of fpeech 
being agreeable to her difpofition, and de- 
meanour. To conclude this point, fix 
cleare demonftrations of her Humility 
eminent above the reft, the Holy Writ 
offers to our ferious, and reverend con- 
fideration. The firft, in this fubmiffive 
conference with the Angel. The fecond, 
in the houfe of Zachary ; where the more 
her Vertue is predicated, by her Coufen, 
the more fhe humbles her felfe. The 
third, in her Delivery ; where fhe meekly 
fubmitted her felfe to all wants, and in- 
conveniences. The fourth, in her Puri- 
fication ; when fhe obferv'd the cuftome 
of other, uncieane, finfull women, and 
rankt her felfe with them. The fifth, in 
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Betrothing her felfe to a Carpenter ; and 
in paying as great an obedience to him, as 
ever Woman did to Hufband,andinjoyn- 
ing with him in labour to get a poore 
living, to maintaine themfelues, and their 
Sonne. The Jixth> in having a care of 
the poore, and in aflbciating them at all 
times. But of all thefe I fhall treate more 
at large in the courfe of this Divine Story, 
whofe order now brings me to the Myf- 
ticall Conception of her Blefled Sonne, 
our Onely Lord and Saviour Iesus 
Christ. 
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HE Heavenly Ambajfadour 
having executed his Great 
Masters command, departs, 
leaves God and Man in the 
Wombe,and the Sonne of Righteoufnefle 
is now rifen in the Virginall Orbe. For 
this is the* tenent of the True, and Ancient 
Catholicke Churchy that flie conceived im- 
mediately after the Angels fpeech ; whom 
I had rather follow, then accompany many 
of thefe later times, who oppofe it. I will 
onely produce a few teftimonies ; and that 
of Gregory the Great fhall be the Leader. 
" "The Angell," faith he, "declaring, and the 
i€ Spirit approaching, inftantly the Word 
" is in the Wombe ; and presently in the 
c< Wombe, the Word is made Flejh, the 
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" incommutable Effence coeternall to Him 
" with the Father, and the Holy Ghost 
i€ ftill remaining" Him fecondeth Saint 
Auftin, of all the Fathers the moft fub- 
tle and fbllid. Thefe enfiiing are his 
owne words. " When the Angell Jaluted 
the Virgin, then did the Holy Ghost 
make her fruit full ; then did that Woman 
" conceive a Man without a man ; then 
" was fhee replenijht with Grace; then 
" fhee received the Lord, that Hee might 
" be in her Who made her" And in 
another place he writeth thus. "Make 
" no delay, O Virgin, fay but the word 
"fpeedily to the Meflenger, and receive 
" thy Sonne ; give thy Faith, and feele 
" the Vertue of it. c Behold,* faith/he, € the 
c Handmaid of the Lord, be it to me ac- 
' cording to Thy Word/ Here was no 
" delay at all; the Divine Agent return- 
" eth ; and Christ enters the Virginall 
" Wombe. "The Mother of God is fud- 
" denly made fruitfully and is predicated 
« happy throughout all ages. She prefently 
" conceived the Divinity of the Word 
" without the fellow/kip of a man** 
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In this celebration of the Nuptials be- 
tweene God and Nature, while my affec- 
tion advanceth one fteppe, my reverence 
retires another. Here Reafon is trans- 
formed into Admiration ; Eloquence, into 
Silence, Some are rather folicitous to 
fearch into the profundity of the Myftery, 
than humbly to acknowledge it ; and by 
Reafon, feeke to pry into that which ex- 
cludes all Reafon. What was before time 
it felfe, is believed, not comprehended by 
Man ; for that tranfcends the underftand- 
ing of man, which was before his Nature. 
No eyes but thofe of Faith, can penetrate 
this Wonder. All things in God are above 
Reafon, nothing above Faith. Here, a 
Virgin conceives, without the lofle of 
Chaftity ; a Maide remaines an Immacu- 
late Mother. Eternity is here encom- 
pafs'd by Time ; Glory, mafked in Mifery. 
A Thing finite containes Infinity ; a Mor- 
tall enclofeth Eternity. Here, the Sonne 
is as antient as His Father ; elder than 
His Mother ; and is made of her whom 
He made. Here is a concurrence, or a 
congregation, of Miracles. It is a Mira- 
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cle, that in the forming of fuch, and fo 
great an iflue, the aide of man fhould be 
utterly excluded; and that as He was 
Man, He was onely made of the pure 
Bloud of the Virgin. It is a Miracle, 
that the ordinary number of dayes, re- 
quired in the forming of a humane body, 
is not here obferv'd ; but in a very mo- 
ment without fucceffion of time a Body 
is fram'd, and animated. But a greater 
Miracle than all thefe is, that at the fame 
inftant wherein the Soule is joyned to the 
Body; the Divinity, and Humanity are 
united in One Person, and the Eternall 
Word is infeparably lirikt with the Flefh ; 
fo that the Son of God, and Man is the 
fame, in the Virgins Wombe. As for 
the manner of her Conception, I doe not 
more mervaile at the fupernaturall ftrange- 
nefle of it, then I doe at the daring in- 
quifition, and fenfuall expreffion of fbme, 
who relate it in words as grofle as their 
owne underftandings. I only wifh I could 
free the moft learned, and ingenious Erqf- 
muSy from the juft imputation of a lafci- 
vious folly in the Efiaying to unfold this 
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{acred Myftery. He compares God to a 
Woer ; the Angell> to a Sollicitour ; and 
Mary, to the Beloved ; and proceeds fur- 
ther than either the Divine Will, or hu- 
mane Modefty permit. He treates of this 
venerable, this ftupendious encounter be- 
tweene the Divinity and Humanity, in 
the fame amorous phrafe with which the 
Poets defcribe the wanton meeting of Dido 
and Mneas in the Cave. I will not rip up 
the particulars in which he isfaulty this way ; 
left I runne into the fame errour which 
in him I reprehend, and imprint a blufh 
on the cheekes of my bafhfull Readers. 
This Conception was as (potlefle, and as 
cleare from all pollution as is a fweet 
Odour when it enters the fenfe. " Here" 
faith Saint Auftin, "the Word is the 
" Hujbandy the Eare the Wife; in this glo- 
" rious Jplendour is the Sonne of God con* 
"ceiv'd; in this Purity, generated.' 9 Of 
the fame cleare, and cleane fenfe is Ruper- 
tus on this very pafiage. "When the 
truely believing Maide," faith he, " open- 
ing at once her minde and mouth /aid, 
€€ * Behold the Handmaid of the Lord, be 
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4 it to me according to Thy Word ; ' in 
the very in ft ant (to make good the words 
of the Angell) the Holy Ghost came 
upon her, and entered through the open 
dores of her Faith. What fart did he 
" enter ? Firft the Chapell of her chafte 
Bofome ; then the Temple of her holy and 
incorrupt Wombe: Her Bofome > that /he 
might be made a Prophetefle ; her 
Wombe* that flue might become a Mo- 
"ther." 

Now for the time of this Conception ; 
whether or no it were precifely on the 
25. day of March, I will not ftrive to 
chaine any mans beleefe to a refolution 
herein; though I finde many did and 
great Doftors of the Church to have held 
it for a truth. Many queftions here arife, 
which I have neither time, nor defire to 
difcufle. I will onely looke into the de- 
portment of this incomparable Creature, 
after that (he knew fhe was become the 
receptacle of a Deity. The meere appre- 
henfion of fuch an unheard of Honour, in 
other women, would have begotten Pride, 
Arrogancy, and Difdaine, not onely of all 
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their fexe, but of Mankinde it felfe. They 
would have repin'd at their breathing of 
common ayre ; and (fcorning the Earth 
they trod on) have nourifht an ambition 
to walke on the battlements of Heaven. 
But this Maide, above imagination excel- 
lent, the more fhe was grac'd and dignified, 
the more fhe was humbled. When all men 
admir'd, and even ador'd her, and judg'd 
her worthy to be prefently aflumed into 
Heaven, fhe was ready to creepe into the 
center of the Earth, and there to hide her ; 
thinking that every one pointed at her, as 
undeferving that fupreme Dignity confer'd 
on her by God Himfelfe. And whereas 
others would have ftudied nothing but 
rich Tiflues, and Embroyderies to weare, 
and the moft coftly Perfian Carpets to 
tread on ; fhe meditated fimplicity in ap- 
parel 1, and a good paire of fhooes to beare 
her afoot journey over the fteepe and flinty 
Mount aines y intending to beftow a Vifit 
on her Coujin Elizabeth. 
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ANY of her Kinde, and in her 
high Eftate, and Condition, 
would hardly have acknow- 
|3| ledg'd, or receiv'd their kin- 
dred; much lefle have trotted over hils, 
and dales, to make a tender of their duties 
to them. Here is a rare fpectacle ; Hu- 
mility climing, a thing as contrary to the 
nature of it, as it is to things ponderous 
of thcmfclues to flie. This Soveratgne of 
her fcxe, having the Celeftiali Monarch 
included in the narrow compare of her 
Wombe, made haftc to pafle thofe fteep, 
{tony, and rugged hils ; the willingnefle 
of her minde enabling the feeblenes of her 
body. And, to fay the truth, whether 
mould flie (whofe worth exalted her 
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above all things elfe) go but to places as 
eminent in fcituation as (he in fweetnefle 
of difpofition ? Whither fhould this Eagle 
flie, but to the fummity of the World? 
Sure I am, (he could not fore above the 
pitch of her owne Value. Shee forfooke 
the fweet embelliiht Vallies, where with 
eafe (he might have walked ; and betooke 
her felfe to the craggy Mountaines, which 
not without infinite labour, and paine (he 
could afcend. By thefe rough, and uneven 
wayes have the holy Martyrs themfelues 
mounted the Promontory of Vertue, and 
have found the end of their journey as 
fweet, as their travell bitter. 

" O Vertue ! the minds that travell to 
' thy Indies, how rich they returne. *fhey 
c come backe, laden with thofe pretious or- 
€ naments, that beautifie this life ; and 
c thofe Panchayan odours, that Jweeten the 
c deprivation of it, and perfume pofterity. 
4 True it is that thy Seas are rough ; fcf to 
c him that lancheth into the deepe, appeare 
c at fir ft terrible ; but if with confidence 
( fc? conftancy he plows them up, and with 
c a fixed patience endures the frownes of an 
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cc angry Skie; hejhall at length dif cover a 
" calme, fmooth as thy owne forehead, on 
"which Fortune, Time, and Vice could 
never yet imprint one wrinckle. Vnder 
thy /acred Safe Conduit, hath many afu- 
perftitioujfy devout diftrejfed Femall Pil- 
grim {after the endurance of heat, and 
cold without, of hunger, and thirft with- 
in, and other miferable accidents innume- 
rable) arrived with comfort at the fup- 
pofed Shrine of this our Bleffed Saint, who 
"here {having no other guard than thy 
"potent felfe) expofeth her dainty feet to 
"the knowne cruelty of flints hard, and 
" Jharpe alike ; and her Sacred Perfon to 
" labour, and infinite hazards incident to 
" the poore Traveller," 

She who meriteth to fit under a Cloth of 
State, befet with the Earths moft precious 
Stones, and a prefence throng'd with Em- 
prejfes, as happy waiters graced in this at- 
tendance, doth here commit her felf into 
the hands of foli tude, and danger. Thus 
did the Spoufe of the Holy Spirit over- 
come the narrow, and difficult paths of 
thefe fteepe Mountaines ; Charity leading 
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her by one hand, and Humility by the 
other. And if we diligently perufe Gods 
Sacred Word, we fhall there finde the 
Mountaines honour'd with many notable 
afts. Where did that parent of an innu- 
merable iflue, Abraham> prepare the im- 
molation of his only fonne ? On a Moun- 
tain e. Where did Mqfes receive the Tables 
of the Divine Law ? On a Mountains 
Where did Christ, (His Humanity con- 
cealed) transfigure His Face into a Coun- 
tenance of eternall Glory ? On a Moun- 
tain. Where did He fhed His Pureft 
Bloud; and lay downe His Deareft Life, as 
an expiation for our hainous and manifold 
finnes ? On a Mountaine.' But why thefe 
famous Afts were performed on Mountains 
rather then in Fallies, Reafon hath not a 
fight ftrong, and quicke enough to difco- 
ver. But this is evident, that God hath 
not plac'd Heaven it felfe on the one fide 
of us, or under our feet, but over our 
heads ; that we might erefl: our looks, and 
fixe them on his eternall Habitation, and 
afpire to enter the Celeftiall Canaan ; in- 
deed our true Countrey,out of which while 
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we live, we leade but a dying, and a fla- 
vifti life, and are no other then unfortunate 
exiles. And furely, the very fight of fub- 
lime places, breeds in us high thoughts. 
We commonly looke downe on things 
defpicable. The eyes of Admiration are 
bent upward. 

The caufe why fhe tooke this Journey, 
I (hall endeavour to relate fo briefly, that 
I will ftrive to avoid even long fyllables. 
Yet do fo many pious Dodlrines, and Ufes, 
flow from thefe two Chrijialline Springs, 
that they alone are fufficient to compofe 
an entire Booke, or a vaft Volume, 

The Angell that he might beget, and 
ftrengthen a beleefe in Mary of what he 
had faid, confirms this Miracle with ano- 
ther, and tels her that her Coufen Elizabeth, 
alfb in her old declining age, had conceiv'd 
a fonne, and that this was now t\iz Jixth 
moneth of her being quicke. Thefe glad 
tydings, no doubt, delighted much our 
Blefled Ladies Minde ; where they could 
not ftay without rendring a faire encreafe 
of Fruit, firft in meditation, then ina&ion. 
Queftionlefle, (he no fooner heard them 
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but her Soul was delivered of a twinne of 
Vows ; the firft was, to praife God, that 
He out of His beft Pleafure, and infinite 
Goodnefle had vouchfafed to crowne her 
Cou/ens fruitfull Vertue with the Bleffing 
of a childe, fhe being now in y ear es, when 
defpaire had chafed all fuch hopes out of 
her breaft, and barrennefle (as the world 
conceiv'd) had feal'd up her Wombe. 
The other was all impediments fet apart, 
to give her Coufin a vifit in her owne 
Country, and habitation. Having per- 
formed the firft, her thankefgiving for her, 
fhe undertakes the latter, her journey to 
hen Nor was fhe long about it ; but 
with all fpeed poffible fet forward, left fhe 
might feeme not readily to obey the Inci- 
tation of the Holy Ghost; or be want- 
ing to her Coufin in any good office fhee 
could doe her. Neither could the confi- 
deration of her owne Majefty, of the 
teeming Eftate fhe was in, of the difafters 
to which Travellers are fubjed, of the 
unevennefle of the way, or of the* length, 
(which MelanSlhon affirms to have beene 
twenty Dutch miles) deter her from un- 
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dergoing this tedious Pilgrimage. And 
as ihe readily undertakes it, Co fhc makes 
hafte in it. She well understood that de- 
layes in Spirituall affaires were as dan- 
gerous as relapfes in bodily difeafts. 





HER CHARirT. 

EHOLD here a prodigal! 
Charity that hath no refpeft 
of h felfe, bang onely inten- 
tive on the good of another. 
It was Charity, that withdrew her from 
her beloved privacy, into the publike 
view, which rill then ihe had ever fliun'd. 
It was Charity, that added wings to her 
feet ; and armed her heart againft all fi- 
nifter accidents that could happen. It was 
Charity, that emboldened her to goe to her 
Coujin without any invitation, not being 
expected by her, or, happily, by face 
knowne to her, and with confidence of 
welcome to enter her houfe. It was 
Charity, that caus'd her to tender fervice 
there, where it was due to her felfe. It 
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was Charity, that cheer'd her up, and fent 
her on this congratulating Embafly. 
Laftly, it was Charity, that invited Sandity 
it felfe enclofed in this happy Maide, to 
haften to the San&ification of the childe 
in the wombe of Elizabeth. 

Having patiently pafled the troubles 
and annoyances of her Voyage, fhe with 
joy at length arrives at her Coufins Habi- 
tation ; into which fhe no fooner puts her 
head, but the Reverend Prophetejfe (having 
no other Revealer, nor Prompter than the 
Holy Spirit) immediately knoweth the 
Mother of her Lord to be there prefent ; 
and knowing, doth acknowledge it; and 
acknowledging, doth magnifie her Per- 
fections, & profefleth her Houfe blefled 
in being graced with her vouchfafing to 
be in it. She, at firft fight, difcernes in 
her fo many, and fo great concealed Ver- 
tues and Myfteries, that a man would 
judge (he had beene prefent at the enter- 
view of her, and the AngelL Nor did 
flieconcealethefe her Excellencies ; but did 
defcribe them with fuch Skill and Zeale, 
that Fame was even proud to repeat them. 
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Could the domefticall fervants,thinkeyou, 
(having heard their Miftreffe predicate her 
Divine Qualities, and tranfcendent Condi- 
tion) containe themfelves from divulging 
a joy, which a narrow humane bofome is 
not capacious enough to receive ? Could 
they abftaine from juftly boafting, that a 
beauteous, Bleffed Maide refided then in 
their Houfe, which together with their 
Soules, were, by her glorious prefence, 
enlightened ? 

But I can no longer with-hold my pen 
from fetting downe the Journey it felfe, 
and their mutuall Salutations in the fame 
words, wherein the Text commends them 
to us. " And Mary arofe in thqfe dayes, 
cc and went into the Hill- Country with hafte 
to a City of Iuda, and entered into the 
Houfe of Zacharias, and faluted Eliza- 
" beth. And it came to pajfe as Elizabeth 
ci heard the Salutation of Mary, the Babe 
u fprang in her wombe> and Elizabeth was 
"filled with the Holy Ghost: and /he 
cryed with a loud voyce, and faid: 
c Bleffed art thou amongft women, becaufe 
'the Fruit of thy Wombe is Blejfed. 
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" c ,/4W whence commeth this to pajfe that 
the Mother of my Lord Jhould come to 
me? For loe 9 as foone as the voyce of thy 
€ Salutation founded in mine eares 9 the 
€ Babe J prang in my womb e for ioy. And 
€ blejfed is fhee that believed; for thofo 
1 things fhall be performed which were 
c told her from the Lord.' Then Mary 
"/aid; c My Soule magnifieth the Lord, 
<c € and my Spirit reioyceth in God my Sa- 
" c viour ; for He hath regarded the low- 
" c linejfe of His Handmaid; for behold from 
" < henceforth all generations /hall call me 
Blejfed. Becaufe He that is Mighty hath 
i magnified me> and Holy is His Name. 
c And His Mercy is from generation to 
c generation on them that fear e Him. Hee 
c hath /hewed Strength with his Arme y 
" ' He hathfoattered the proud in the ima- 
€t e gination of their hearts. He hath put 
« c downe the mighty from their feates ; 
u c and hath exalted the Humble and 
" € Meeke. He hath filled the Hungry 
€ with good things ; the Rich He hath 
€ fent empty away. He hath upholden 
€ Ifraell his Servant, being mindefull of 
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€ His Mercy. As He hath fpoken to 

'our Fathers, to wit, Abraham, and 

( his Seed for ever' " 

In this Salutation of Elizabeth, the 
fpringing of the Babe in her wombe at the 
found of our fweeteft Ladies Voyce re- 
quires, not only our Obfervation, but AC- 
tonifhment. He that was greater than 
all the Prophets, as yet not borne, and en- 
clofed in the narrow compafle of the 
wombe, no fooner heard the charming 
Voyce of this Heauenly Nightingale, but 
he leaped for joy, eflaying then, and there 
to exercife the Office of the Fore-Runner 
of his Mafter. The Afleveration of fome, 
that this was not an effedt of the Virgins 
Vertue, but of the Word Incarnate, may 
be admitted for good, if we onely have 
an eye to her Vertue, and exclude the 
aide, and power of the Divine Grace, But 
all Wifedomes Children are by Truth her 
felfe informed, that many things are law- 
fully attributed to fecondary Caufes, the 
primary and efficient Caufe not rejected. 
And this way we may impute to Mary, 
what worke foever God, with her co-ope- 
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rating, hath wrought, either in the Houfe 
of Zachary, or elfe where, for the benefit, 
and inftrucftion of us poore mortals. Nei- 
ther will any found, and follid judgement 
attribute any thing to the confpicuous 
Merits of the Virgine Mary, or any other 
Sainty without the concurrence and pre- 
dication of the Divine Grace; who by 
thofe Saints that ferve, and feare Him, 
diftributes His Gifts, and Favours to Man- 
kinde. That Sentence of Christ is no 
way obfcure ; <c He that beleeves in Me, 
(( /hall do the fVorks that I do, and greater. 99 
By many examples, the Scriptures do con- 
firme the comming of Saints to any mans 
dwelling, to conferre upon him both Grace, 
and Happinefle. Three Angels came to 
Abraham, Whom he entertain'd taking 
Them for Pilgrims, when the Patriarch 
forthwith became fortunate in the obtein- 
ing of that for which fo long he had offer'd 
up vows to God, namely a fonne; his wife 
and he, being by the courfe of Nature, 
pad the generation of children. Againe, 
Two Angels came to Lot, and lodg'd in his 
Houfe at So dome ^ and fav'd their Hoft, and 
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his two daughters from being reduc't to 
cinders with their City. lacob vifited 
wicked Lab an y to whom God granted a 
lingular Bleffing for that idolater, in fo 
much that he himfelfe confefled it, faying, 
/ learned by experience 9 that God hath 
blejjed me for thy fake. 9 * Elizeus to 
exprefle the kindnefle he received at the 
hands of his Hoftefle, the Shunamite, re- 
stored her dead fonne to life. The Apqf- 
tles themfelues brought Peace, and Feli- 
city to all hofpitable men whofe dwellings 
they enter'd. And (hall the arrivall of 
Gods Owne Mother at the Houfe of Za- 
chary prove onely vaine, and fruitlefle in 
bringing no Divine Confolation to her 
kindred ? Yes, furely, Elizabeth tafted 
the fruit of her all-gladding Prefence; for 
(he could not conceale the pleafure con- 
ceived in her Heart, but utter'd it in the 
beft words fhe could. Iohn himfelfe alfo, 
rellifht it, and by his motion gave what 
fignes he could of the content, and wor- 
ship he received, and pay'd. Neither could 
it otherwife be, but the Manfion of Za- 
chary % and the adjacent Countrey were both 
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delighted, and fan&ified, by the three 
moneths refidence of her, who bore not 
about, but in her, the Author, and Con- 
summatour of all Piety. Their joy, quef- 
tionlefle, was beyond imagination great ; 
in that they had never before feene Gods 
Gifts, and Graces paffing through fo pure 
an Organ of His Spirit. But the aged 
Prophetejfe herfelfe,doubtlefle was inaholy, 
delitious Trance, at the very fir ft fteppe 
fhe made over her threfhold ; and thought 
her Houfe but halfe bleft, till the other 
foot was in. Their mutuall Salutation 
furely was low, and fubmiffive ; which I 
cannot better exprefle, then by the fuppo- 
fition of the encounter of two fhades, 
foftly creeping ore the face of the earth. 
The Evangelift delivereth onely the Com- 
pendium of their Conference ; which could 
not be but as long as ferious. They 
treated furely, of deepe Miraculous Myf 
teries ; as of the Incarnation of the Word; 
of the Perfecution of her, and Gods Onely 
Sonne; as alfo of His Paflion, and the 
Salvation of Mankinde. And here it will 
neither be a thing impious, nor imperti- 




9o 



S. Eliza- 
betb to 
S. Mary, 



Life of the Blefed Virgin : 



ncnt (binding our felues ftri&ly to the 
fubftance of their fhort Difcourfe) to ay me 
at the amplification thereof; by which 
happily, it may come to pafle, that the 
fuppofition of what they might fay, may 
turne to a Truth of what they faid indeed. 
This then, or like to this, was, or might 
be, the fpeech of the holy Matron to the 
more Holy Virgin: — 

" What looks Jhall I put on ? What 
words Jhall I ajfume, what entertain- 
ment/hall Ifinde out, O Princely Vir- 
" gin ! to give thee a welcome anfwerable 
to thy merits, who art Superiour to the 
" Saints in Heaven, and the prime glory of 
thy Sex on Earth ? I am wholly trans- 
formed into fhame, when I conjider every 
way thy Excellency, and my unworthi- 
nejje. Alas ! what is there in miferable 
me, that fhould invite the Mother of my 
Lord, to afford me a vi/it, who am the 
meaneft of His Creatures? What equality 
is here ? Thou who art full of Grace, 
comeft to mee void of it. Thou who art 
famous for thy Fertilitie, to me who have 
beene a long time infamous for my Barren- 
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nejfe. Thy Charity, and Humility made 
thee forget thyfublime, and my low eft ate, 
" and conduced thee to my poore Cottage, 
no way Jit to receive thee. Moft of thy 
Sexe having attained to thy Supreame Con- 
dition (who dicTft conceive and nourifh the 
Creatour ^/^Redeemer of the World, 
with that thy cleareft Bloud of which He 
"was made) would have advanced their 
heads above Mortality, and difdaining 
all inferiour Conversation ; would have 
demanded as their due, to be ajfumed into 
the Imperiall Heaven. But in thee, one 
heat hath expelled another; the flames 
of thy Zeale have utterly confumed thofe 
" of thy Pride (if any thou ever had'ft) ; 
cc and thou artfofarrefrom vaunting, that 
" thou by all meanes feekeft to conceale that 
" daintie Fruit, of which all Pofterityjhall 
" tafte, and never beJatisfied,andfor which 
<c all Generations fliall call thee BleJJed. 
cc But from others thou may ft hide it ; from 
cc me thou canft not ; to whom the Spirit 
cc hath reveal' d it, and the Springing of 
" the Childe in my wombe, hath teftified it; 
" and if the Children of Ifrael fliould be Jo 
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dully and unhappy, as not to apprehend 
it, God would give the ft ones an articu- 
<c late voyce to proclaime it. The Lord 
" of mee, and all things elfe, hath firmely 
Jeated Himfelfe in thee ; and chofen thee 
for His Mother, to the end that the Seed 
" of Abraham may breake the head of the 
c< Serpent ; and the Sonne (jf David bring re- 
" lief e to his forlorne and diftrejfed Church, 
€€ ftr eight ly bejeigedby the Prince of Dark- 
" nefle, and his inf email Troopes. True 
" it is, I am above thee inyeares; but in 
€€ defer t, infinitely below thee, and therefore 
" ought to have prevented this thy painfull 
"journey by comming firft to thee, to con- 
" gratulate thy happinejfe ; and not onely 
" in the behalfe of myfelfe, my Kindred, 
" and Nation, but in the Name of Gods 
"feleffed People, to tender thee moft hum- 
" ble, though not condigne, thanks for Jo 
<c readily ajfenting to beare, bring forth, 
" and educate their Soveraigne Lord and 
" Redeemer. But thou, having gotten 
i€ the ft art of me in Goodnejfe, art come to 
" me, ere I could fet forward towards thee; 
<c and now thou art here, I repine at nothing 
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< more than at my difability tojerve thee. 
c Thou, who meriteft to have the Earth, 
c the Water, and the Ayre ranfackt, to 
c pleqfe thy pallat 9 fhall have nothing here 
€ but thejimple viands of Nature, prepared 

* by asfimple an Art. But truft me, what 
€ ever is here is truly thine owne, and my 
c Jelfe to boot. My willing Heart to waite 
c on thee, and obey all thy Commands, /hall 
€ fupply all other defefts. Such is my de- 
'Jire to attend, and pleqfe thee, that doe 
€ but fignifie thy pleasure by the leaft becke 
€ or nod, and thou Jhaltjee how nimbly I 
€ will beftirre thefe aged limmes ; and place 
c before thine eyes, a plaine and evident 

* converfion of Impotency into Ability. I 
'/hall not thinke any paines, my weakenejfe 
€ can endure too great, nor any coft my purje 
€ can compajfe, too dear e for thee. Wher- 

* fore, I earneftly bejeech thee to blejfe me, 
c and my Houfe, with thy long abode ; and 
c let not our courfe andjlender fare make 
€ thee haften my death, in thyfudden re- 
c turne. O my brighteft Starre ! envy me 

* not thy comfortable ftiine ; but let me live 
c in it y till I exchange it for a brighter in 
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t€ Heaven. The dayes of my Pilgrimage 
" are even now at an end; O leave me not 
€€ then, who art the Staffe and Solace of 
mine Age ! but ft ay the arrivall of my laft 
minute, and with thy fair eft hands clqfe 
up theft my dimme eyes. So fhall I bid 
farewell to this world with content, and 
enter the other with glory. Thou, my 
<€ fweeteft Princefle, who haft verified the 
Prophecy of Efay ; and being an un- 
fpotted Virgin, doft conceive and bring 
forth to the world our Emanuell ; grant 
this myfirft, and moft humble requeft. O 
cc thou Daughter of Abraham ! who haft 
furpajfed thy Fathers Faith, in beleeving 
things which feeme more impoffible to hu- 
mane Reqfon: if in this rudefpeech of mine 
cc I have over-talked my f elf e, or under-fpoken 
thee, impute it to my declining and doting 
yeares, and grant me thy Pardon. Thus 
I end; but not without adding to thofe I 
cc have already given thee, a Myriade of 
cc Welcomes, and a Million of Aves more" 
The Vertuous Maid undoubtedly was 
not here mute, but devided her fpeech 
betweene God, and her Coujin. She di- 



ce 



<c 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



€€ 



€< 



€€ 



CC 



CC 



CC 



(€ 



<C 



(C 



it 



€€ 



reded (with I know not whether greater 
Piety, or Prudency) her Praife to the 
Former, ere (he would vouchfafe to make 
a reply to the latter. An anfwer without 
all peradventure her Humanity afforded 
her, and to this purpofe for ought we 
know, might it be : — 

" Deareft Coufin, your owne Wifedome 
will plead my excufe, in that I rendred 
Him laud to Whom it belongs , ere I ac- 
cepted of it my felfe, to whom it is not 
"due. Tou magnifie me ; and /, my Crea- 
<c tor. Tour /acred IJfue moved with de- 
<c light at the Sound of my harjh Voyce, and 
" my Spirit rejoyceth in the Mercy of my 
" Sweeteft Saviour. Tou give me Attri- 
" butes more proper to my Maker than to 
« me; not unlike thofe Heathen who take 
"off the heads from the Images of their 
" Gods, andfaften them to the Jhoulders of 
cc their Princes Statues. Tour commenda- 
" tions fit your felfe better than me; and 
"refemble thofe refplendent Rayes which 
returne into the radiant body that fent 
them forth. In a word, you havefub- 
"fcribedmy Name to your owne Charafier. 
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" The humbling and undervaluing of your 
felf, is aftrong argument of your Vertue; 
for as in a field of Corne we fee the empty 
" eares to hold up their heads, the fuller to 
" hang them downe. I am in my Spring, 
"you in your Autumne ; / produce the 
c< Bloflbme, but you beare the Fruit. What 
" the moft penetrating Eye can difcerne in 
" me, the moft partiall Tongue will call a 
fuperficiall ornament; but the dimmeft 
Sight mayfoone dif cover that inyou % which 
" the moft detracting Penne muft be forced 
" toftyle ejfentiall Worth. Thus dignified, 
" give me leave to tell you, fweeteft Couiin, 
" that you offer me an Affront together with 
"your Service. A feemely fight it were 
"furely to behold decrepit Age waiting on 
" allive Youth ; wifedome on Vanity ; a 
cc venerable Matrons afimple Girle. 'The 
"fcope of my journey is to attend you; to 
" lend you myftrength, now your ownefailes 
"you; and to ferve you, through all the 
<c offices of your Hand-maid. Doe but in- 
" timate your, Will by the leaft figne, and 
" you Jhallfee me fiye to performe it. Tour 
" Invention cannot devife any thing fo im- 
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<c poffible, which my Will {ambitious to 
<c pie of e you) will not judge moft eafie to be 
cc executed. Whereas you entreat me to 
ftay long with you, you tranfgrejfe the 
Lawes of Friend/hip in petitioning her 
whom you mayjuftly, and boldly command. 
A thing Jirange to me it is, that you Jhould 
thinke me Jo ftupid, and fenceleffe •, as that 
" I Jhould need an Invitation to be made 
<c truely happy. Before I had the honour 
to fee you, I envied thofe that enjoyed 
your fweet and Divine Converfation; and 
thought they enricht themfelves with my 
cc lojfe > wherefore a Staffe to beat me hence, 
" is more requifite, than Oratory to keepe 
cc mee here. Ever Jince the Blejfed Angell 
" imparted to me the Newes of your being 
fruitfully my defire to fee you hath beene 
€ reftlejfe; and next to God, I have onely 
meditated you, and your Goodnejfe. O 
cc my beft Coufin ! whofe fervent and de- 
cc vout Prayers obtaine ViBories ; whofe 
" Fajls, Abundance; joyn with me in 
i€ ThankeJ giving to God, for the Grace 
which I /hall never be able to conceive, 
much lejfe to exprejfe, or deferve. Him 

H 
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with all my Heart \ and with all my 

Soule I invoke, that Bleffings may fall 

upon you before, and above your Wifhes ; 

and that you may yet long live to His 
" Glory, and my comfort" 

Had their three months demeanour each 
to other, together with their Godly dif- 
courfe,and pious pra&ife of it,beene penn'd 
to pofterity (had all other Bookes been 
burnt, fave that and the Bible) the Femall 
Sexe in thefe two fhould have found mat- 
ter ample enough to exercife both their 
Meditation and Aftion. Sure I am the 
Romijh Church, as in an honourable me- 
moriall of this their Charitable Encounter, 
hath ordained the Annuall Celebration of 
a folemne Feaft. And the Councell of 
Bafil (of what Authoritie in other things 
I know not ; certainly in this one particu- 
lar, very commendable) hath decreed the 
Solemnization of this Fejlival-Dayin thefe 
verie words. 

" The Blefled Virgin being inJlruSled 
" by the Celeftiall Meflenger, and conduced 
" by the Holy Ghost, qfcended in hafte 

the mountanous Countrey, andentred the 
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humble Houfe of Zachary. For Iesus 
who was in her Wombe, made hajie to 
blejfe Iohn as yet in his Mothers Wombe. 
And the moft Glorious Virgin vifiting her 
Coufen Elizabeth, was pleajing to her 
both in her loving Vifitation, andfruitfull 
Colloquie. The Conjideration of this Ex- 
celling My fiery ought to delight the mindes 
of the Faithfully wherein theje two glo- 
rious Mothers (who bore about them the 
commencement and accomplifhment of our 
Salvation) did Jo familiarly communicate 
their joy es 9 and wherein the moft excel- 
lent Virgin Mary of the Houfe of Da- 
vid, and Elizabeth the moft venerable 
among ft the Daughters of ' Aaron di/cours'd 
together. Theftrft of thefe had inclofed 
in her Wombe the Creatour and Re- 
deemer of us all; the latter. His Fore- 
runner. Thefe Saints being made Mothers 
by a Miracle, conferred together of the 
Divine Benefits they had received. The 
meeting of this worthy paire was moft 
happie, and illuftrated with great, and 
glorious teftimonies of the Divine Grace. 
The one conceived by the cooperation of the 
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" Holy Spirit ; the other by Myracle in 
her old Age> and both their IJfues foretold 
by the Celeftiall Angell. Iohn as yet 
imprifoned in his Mothers wotnbe doth 
worjhip his Lord borne to him in Maries 
" Wombe ; and Elizabeth filVd with the 
" Holy Ghost, doth Congratulate the 
Conception of the Sonne of God, and the 
Saviour ofMankinde; and prophecy ing y 
declares her Coufen blejfed in beleeving, 
and contemplating the Myfteries revealed 
" to her. On the other ftde> Mary, full 
of unutterable joy , layed up all thefefay- 
c ings in her hearty which before /he had 
heard from the Angel, and now from 
" Elizabeth, and breaks out into a Song of 
cc Thankfgiving to the Lord. Who can 
"Sufficiently praife fo great Myfteries ? 
Who can declare thofe Joyes to the 
full? Iohn not yet borne rejoyceth; 
" Elizabeth, is delighted with the arri- 
val! of the Virgin. Mary is extreamely 
pleafed in the Myfteries ; the Saviour 
"of the World is acknowledged by His 
" Fore-runner ; not onely the Angels, but 
" Heaven and Earth refent the pleafure ; 
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cc and the fVhole Trinitie is glorified with 
" new praifes. Wherefore the greatnejfe 
<c of thefe joyes is to be extolled with efpe- 
" ciall commendations, and with Jingular 
" folemnities to be celebrated; and the Lord 
<c in the Wombe ; the Virgin that beares 
" Him; the Barren that conceives ; and the 
Fore-runner that itfanftified, ought to be 
prefented with all imaginable praifes and 
" honours." 

With this pious and gratefull Ordinance 
of the Churchy I conclude the Vifitation 
of our incomparable Lady, and now pro- 
ceed to her Deliverie. 
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HER DELIVERT. 

E reade in Holy Writ of three 
fupernaturall Productions, the 
one a 1 ! Adam, the otherof Eve, 
the laft of Christ ; which as 
mod Miraculous we are now to treat of. 
Here in his Nativitie, as before in his 
Conception, let us turne Inquifition into 
Thank/giving ; and with one Spirit and 
voyce fing aloud, " 'the Stone which the 
" Builders refuted is the Head of the corner. 
" This was the Lords doing, and it is mar- 
" vellous in our eyes. This is the Day which 
" the Lord hath made; let us rejoyce, and 
" be glad in it." This is our wedding-day, 
wherein by the Sonne, we are joyned to 
the Father. This is the day of the new 
Union, wherein He Who is God, re- 
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maineth the fame that He was, yet for our 
fakes is borne, and made what He was not; 
wherein He that was every where without 
a Body, is made prefent to us by a Body, 
that what God hath by Nature , men might 
receive by Grace. This is a great, a joy- 
full, a fortunate, a defired Day, the end of 
the Law, the end of the Prophets, the be- 
ginning of the Go/pel^ nay the Gofpell it 
felfe. This is a Day of State, ufher'd by 
the Angels, follow'd by the Apoftles. Let 
our Mindes remove the diftance of time 
and place, and dwell a while with our All- 
Holy Lord and Blefled Lady, left we loofe 
the pleafure of this Day, the lead accident 
whereof is Myfterious. What a brave 
aflembly of Vifitants of all conditions, re- 
forted this Day to this place, which then 
might rightly be called the Randevous of 
the Saints? Would you fee thofe who 
are above men, but below Him Who is 
borne? Behold the Angels finging His 
Birth. Do you defire to behold the Mar- 
ried ? Here you have Zachary and Eli- 
zabeth. The Unmarried ? Here you have 
Symeon. Widdows? Here you have Anna. 



103 



J04 



Life of the Blejfed Virgin : 



Priefts ? Here againe you have Zacharj. 
Wife men ? Here you have them from the 
Eaft. Ideots ? You have here the Shep- 
heards. But here is to be noted, that thefe 
keepers of beafts heare the voyce of the 
Angels before any of the other y firft receive 
the Gofpelly andjirjt divulge it. And in 
this they were more happie than Auguftus 
himfelfe, who (though he had made a 
firme Peace by Sea and Land, and had 
now the third time fhut up the Temple 
oflanus) yet was he ignorant of the Blefled 
Peace concluded on betwixtGoD and Man. 
O howmuchfometimes Ignorance avails 
in Divine Matters ! Kings, Potentates, the 
Rulers of the Earth, and the Wife of this 
world are afleepe while Christ is borne. 
Thefe mod fimple of Mortals, and inno- 
cent as the creatures they tend, watch all 
night ; and therefore are firft made par- 
takers of thefe joyfull news. As their 
owne wooll, not yet dipt in any dye, readily 
drinks in any colour they pleafe to beftow 
on it : fo their minds voyd of all humane 
Wifedome, greedily fuckt in the Divine. 
Faith is the Compendium of Salvation; 



and humane knowledge of times, the ob- 
stacle of Faith. Ariftotle having confined 
to Heaven, the Maker, and Moover of it, 
would never have beleeved His Birth here 
below. Plato would have derided this 
Miraculous relation, who the more he at- 
tributed to God, the lefle would he have 
expe&ed His fo humble comming into the 
world. Neither would the Stoicks who held 
God to be a Fire ; nor Hipocrates, who 
thought Him to be a Warm'th, ever have 
look't for Him clad in Flefh and Bloud. 
Wherefore they are here elefted Witnefles 
of this ftrange Truth, whofe Science was of 
ability ftrongly to beleeve, not wittily to 
difpute. O what proficients in Faith did 
thefe rufticall Swaines prove in a moment ! 
What a profound fecret is imparted to 
them ? Let us examine the verity of this 
by that infallible Touch-ftone, the text. 
And there were in the fame Country, 
Shepheards abiding in the field, and keep- 
ing watch by night, becaufe of their 
flocke, and he the Angell of the Lord 
came upon them, and the Glory of the 
" Lord fhone about them, and they were 



a 
« 

ti 



S. Luke ii. 
8. 



io6 



The An- 

felL 



ijfr of the Blejfed Virgin : 



7feShep- 
heards. 



T&r* afraid. Then the AngeU faid unto 
them> ' Be not afraid; for behold I bring 
€ you tidings of great joy -, that fhall be to 
« all the people : That is, that unto you 
c is borne this day a Saviour, Which is 
€ Christ the Lord. And this /hall be 
c a Signe unto you ; you fhall finde the 
c Childe fwadled and layd in a Cratch.* 
And Jtraight way there was with the 
AngeMa multitude of Heavenly Souldiers, 
prayfing God, and faying ; € Glory be to 
€ God in the high Heaven, and Peace on 
€ Earth, and towards men good will* And 
it came to pajfe that when the Angels 
were gone away from thence into Heaven, 
that the Sh&^heaxdisfaidone to another; 
€ Let us goe then unto Bethlem, and fee 
c this thing that is come to paje, which 
€ the Lord hathjhewed unto us;' fo they 
came with hafte, and found both Mary 
and Iofeph with the Babe layd in the 
Cratch. And when they had feene it, 
they publijht abroad the thing that was 
" told them of that Childe." 

Here three things efpecially are re- 
markable : 
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Firfty their forwardnefle in believing : 

Secondly, the fpeed they made to fee 
what they had believed, and 

Thirdly y to publifh what they had feene. 

That they quickly believed, appeares 
by the hafte they made to fee. They no 
fooner faw Him, but they found Him to 
be the King of Ifraell indeed, yet withall 
to be a Shepheard. They inftantly dif- 
cerne this to be the Shepheard, Who was 
to lay downe His Life for His Flocke. 
The Prince of all Shepheards Whofe 
Sheepe-fold is the World ; the Shepheard 
that was to feperate the Goates from the 
Sheepe. They difcover^d this to be the 
Immaculate Lambe that was to take away 
the finnes of the world. They difcloPd 
this Lamb to be the greateft Lyon of the 
Tribe of Iudah. Whom now they looke 
on in the Cratch, Saint Iohn fhall here- 
after behold on His Throne. Thefe Men, 
in whom there was no guile, as they could 
not deceive others, fo they could not in 
this be deceived. They needed not fuf- 
peft any fallacy, and therefore might fafely 
relate this Divine Wonder to all they met. 
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I The fecond witnefles of this Miracle are 
i the Wife-Men. After God had laid open 
the Treafure of His Divine Secrets to 
Idiots, He fhewes them alio to the Wife. It 
feemes the Earthy at this time, was become 
the Booke of Gods greateft Myfteries, 
and Heaven the Index. In this they finde 
the Star of this King of the Iewes y which 
; (having beene before the declarer of His 
; Nativity) they now make their guide in 
\ their journey. The Starre performing 
, this duty to its Creator, at length brings 
■ them to Bethlem, where they view Him in 
! the Cratch, Whofe Nativity before they 
had found in the Heavens. To Him they 
doe Homage, tender Adoration, and pay 
Tribute; and opening their Treafures, 
make him an Oblation of Gold, Incenfe, 
and Mirrhe. Whom before they had in 
vaine (ought in the Heavens, they now 
finde on the Earth ; and in the moft for- 
ded part of it, a Stable, full of feverall 
ftinkes ; where He (to Whom none are 
worthy to be fervants) had two dull Beads 
for His Companions. 

cc Returne now you Sonnes ofWifedome to 
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your owne home, by much more learned, 
by more than much more happy than when 
you Jet out. Heaven is now Jet open to 
"you, which before your unbelief e kept/hut 
againft you. If you be Chaldeans or 
Perfians, or both,Jpreade through thoje 
Nations the fame of that which you have 
Jeene. Publifh in all places this the 
great eft My ft ery of Piety y which God is 
onely able to produce, onely Faith can ap- 
prehend. Of all Creatures to man onely 
belongs the gift of Reqfon, by the rule 
whereof he meajures all things. But 
" doe not you doe fo, left you fall not onely 
into an irreparable, but a damnable err our. 
Follow you the inftruftion of Faith, and 
"where ere you come with a holy Pride, 
proclaime that God is manifefted in the 
Flefh ; juftified in the Spirit ; Jeene by 
Angels ; reveaVd to Shepheards ; found 
out, and ador y d, by you yourjelves ; and 
hereafter to be ajfum'd, and to Jit in 
<c Glory farre above thoje Starres you daily 
" read. Goe, and give out that there is 
" nothing greater in Heaven, than what 
"you have found in a Stable. Tet ere you 
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♦ The lews 
whenever it 
Hghtmctb, 
Jet open their 
windowes : 
for they bold 
their S a- 
vioxixjball 
come in 
Lightening* 
On this reade 
Buxdorfiua. 
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depart^ convince the ftiffe-necked Iewes of 
their lofty y but grojfe errour, in diligently 
feeking to know God in that part wherein 
He will lye hid; and in taking no notice 
of Him in that fart wherein He would 
be knowne : in looking for a Saviour 
from* Heaven, who is already borne on 
" Earth. Tet now I confider their obfti- 
" nacy better, I wifli you tofpareyour here 
i€ fruitlejfe advife: for the eares of this 
" wicked generation is Jlopped, their hearts 
obdurate j and they are as fully re/blved 
to goe on in their wickednejfe, as you in 
"your journey ." 

Having proved His Nativity by thefe 
holy Teftators; let us now enter ourfelves, 
and view this Pretty One in His narrow 
lodging ; lay ourfelves proftrate before 
Him; worfhip Him; and recreate our- 
felues with the lovely Objeft. And that 
our delight may be the greater, let us firft 
behold Him, and His fweeteft Mother a 
part, and then both together. But let us 
here (hut out the Phari/ees, and barre them 
the fight of this Heavenly Infant, who 
urge the Law, and rejeft Him the Au- 
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thor of it. Let us exclude the Arrians> 
who deny his Coequalitie with the Father ; 
and the Sabellians, who confound the 
Trinitie, of which He is diftindtly One 
and hold that there is in It One EJfence^ 
and One Per/on : and the Samqfatenians, 
who derogate from His Nature, and 
avouch the Word (Which truly He is) 
to be no other than a vanifhing Sound. 
Nor let us onely keepe out thefe, but the 
whole fwarme alfo of Atheifts y and Here- 
ticks. Let the Philqfophers too ftay with- 
out, who not fo impious, yet more igno- 
rant, cannot dive to the bottome of this 
Myftery. But to all thofe who are ho- 
noured in the Aflumption and Profeflion 
of His glorious Name, a free accefle is 
granted. Enter then you little Flock, you 
few whom His Father hath befto wed on 
Him ; and fee Him, Who when He gave 
the Law appeared in Fire, now He offers 
Grace involv'd in Hay. Yet in this de- 
jefted pofture, in this courfe manner while 
He lay, He wanted not a whole Army of 
Angelicall Spirits that declar'd His Birth to 
Men ; and they who had before chanted 
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His Praifes as He fate in Glory, now 
fing His Goodnefle lying in the Cratch. 
Though He have a hoomely roofe over 
His Head, the Eaft obferves His Ap- 
proach. Though the poverty of His 
Humanitie obfcures His Deity, the Starves 
in Heaven make it known. Behold Him 
who came Humble to the humble, for the 
humble, and yet His Humility is above 
all fublimity. Reverently, and intentive- 
ly, look on Him Who defcended from 
Heaven to Earth; Who came to you, 
into you, Who is borne in the night, 
borne in the midft of Winter, and borne 
(after the wretched humane condition) 
naked, and none offer Him affiftance. 
Swadling clothes are wanting; fome ragges 
are found out: a Cradle is miffing; a 
Manger is at hand. 

" Here He cryes to you, and holds up His 
ct pretty Hands to Heaven, which He cats 
" to witnejfe that He can humble Himfelfe 
"no lower. Can you view this humble, 
"this mercifull fpeftacle, and not weepe 
" your felues into marble? O fpeedily put 
' <c onfackcloth ! Befprinckle your felues with 
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" AJhes ; kneele downe in the duft and 
€ c dung under the Manger, where your 
Lord lyes ; knock your Jelues on the 
bofomes ; fetch fighs and grones from 
" the bottom of your hearts ; repay Him 
" the teares He lent you ; and by your 
"fad gefture and deportment demonftrate 
cc how much you are bound to Him Who 
" Suffered for you even in His Birth" 

Having feene the Sonne, now ftedfaftly 
place your eyes upon the Mother. Behold 
the unpolluted Mayd (a great part of the 
wonder) fitting neare the Manger, being 
voyd of all lull, chaft in Soule and body, 
who doth now confefle that of which fhe 
is not capable without a Miracle, to wit, 
that fhe is a Mother ; and with fixed eyes 
exprefling now joy, now admiration, fees 
her felfe wedded to Heaven. She beholds 
her felfe a Mother deliver'd of her Parent , 
a Handmaid of her King and Majler. 
She, to her aftonifhment, finds that fhe 
hath brought forth an Issue, more Mighty 
then David, more Ancient then Adam. 
And now fhe feeles the tender, and ardent 
AfFe&ionof a Mother ; but theold love fhe 
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hath borne her Virginity gives it an allay. 
Here the Mother, the Midwife, and the 
Nurfe are one, and the fame ; left any 
thing lefle pure fhould handle Him, then 
her who brought Him forth. And now 
(he nurfeth this Heavenly Infant with 
her pure Milke, which flows from no 
mortall luft, but from the Celeftiall Grace. 
Her Breafts, white as their owne milke, 
prefled by her delicate fingers, as white as 
either, He foftly pats, and playes with. 
Sometimes He repaires to them for fport ; 
fometimes for neceflity; and He who 
feeds all things elfe, draws thence His 
nourifhment. He cafteth up now one 
eye, now the other, and with a pleating 
looke gives her a fweet fmile ; not unlike 
to that which Zephirus imprints on the 
cheeke of the Rofe. She returnes Him 
another, and her infinite, but chafte, af- 
fection fhe divides betweene her Sonne, 
and her Virginity. And now her extafie 
being a little over, (he cals to minde that 
fhe hath often read her owne Story fore- 
told by the Prophets, That a Virgin fhould 
bring forth a Sonne. 

" Fly, O fly farre hence, you Monfters of 
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€€ women, who carry leprous Soules in pol- 
cc luted bodies ; and have not one Vertue to 
€€ re/cue you from the Legion of your vices. 
Depart hence you who arejlaves to Lujl; 
whofe fetters you have worne fo long, 
that they have made a deepe imprejjion 
in your mindes. Tou who have f pent 
your time in the fearch after alluring 
drejfes, and in wanton dalliance, /hall 
" have no entrance here. Tou who have 
" received with delight one warme Mqfcu- 
" line kiffe,Jhall here be excluded. Nay, you 
" who have hadonely one unchafte thought, 
Jhall not here be admitted, without being 
prepared by a cleanfing hearty Repentance. 
" This is the lodging of Purity, into which 
nothing muft come that is uncleane. But 
you whofe chafte eyes have never fent out 
luftfull beames, nor received them in; 
cc whofe Bofomes have beene of proof e againft 
the fierce a/faults, and batteries of Temp- 
tation; you are fo far re from being for - 
" bidden to come here, that you are ear- 
"nejlly invited hither. Tou who have 
" lived fpirituall Amourifts, whofe Spirits 
" have triumphed over the flejh, on whofe 
cheeks Solitude, Prayers, Fafts, and Auf 
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terity have left an amiable pale: You 
who fly jour Sacred Arithmeticke, and 
have thoughts cold, and clear e as the 
cc Chriftall beads you fray by : You who 
have vow 9 d Virginity mentall and cor- 
porally you Jhall not onely have ingrejfe 
here, but welcome. Approach with Com- 
fort, and kneele downe before the Grand 
White Immaculate Abbefle ofyourjnowy 
Nunneries, and prefent the All-Saving 
" Babe in her Armes, with due Veneration. 
" Never thinke more of the Facunditie of 
Wedlocke, ftnce you fee here that God 
Himfelfe is the Fruit of Virginity. You 
who have tyed your f elves in holy Bonds, 
from which you wijh never but by death 
" to be freed, who have chofe, rather law- 
" fully toyeeld to the rebellious defer es of 
the flefh> than unlawfully tojubdue them: 
You who in fidelity and ftmplicity of life, 
have ftrialy imitated Christ and His 
Spoufe : You whofe Fertility is blejfed, 
" not onely in preferving and propagating 
" the humane Race, but in augmenting alfo 
cc the number of the Saints in Heaven, to 
"you a free and open accejfe is given. You 
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ff widdowed Turtles, who have loft your 
Mates, and have either vowed never to 
match againe, or pray' d to God that when 
you doe, it may be to His Glory ; you alfo 
" fhall have admittance. Virgins, Wives, 
" and Widdowes, ioyne hands, and encircle 
this the moft perfett paire that ever graced 
the earth. Behold to your aftonijhment, 
" and alfo to your confolation, a milde 
"and gentle, Maide, in whom neither 
Childe-birth defaceth Virginity, nor Vir- 
ginity ', Fruitfulnejfe. Feed your eyes with 
" the fight of her whoje minde is a Para- 
" dice without a Serpent, on whofe lookes, 
« words, and aftions, Modefty is a diligent 
" attender. And now in Peace doeyou depart 
" too ; but take this charitable Admonition 
" along with you, that {in emulation of this 
"your dear eft Miftrefle) you lay up all her 
" graces and perfections in your hearts; and 
withall, continually meditate her patience, 
which contented itjelfe with bad lodging, 
and worfe accommodation, the fad remem- 
brance whereof hath made me ever fince 
" I read this pajfage, not to be very foli- 
" citous where, or how I lye." 
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HER PURIFICATION. 

AVING waited on her in her 
Delivery, we will now attend 
her to her Purification. This 
day (the celebration whereof 
is instituted by the Church) is called Can- 
dlmajje, as much as to fay, the Day of 
Lights, on which (while Matte was fing- 
ing) very many Tapours were burning in 
the Church, The LuftrarJon of houies 
waayearcly ufuallwith the Romans, in the 
Moneth of February, from whence this 
cuftome in the Church is derived. Inno- 
centius thus propounds and folves the 
Queftion. " What is the reafen," feith he, 
" that on this Holy Day we ufe Jo many 
" Lights in the Church ? The caufe of this 
" inftitution is two-fold. The firft is, that 
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zdnd when the thye.t of her 
Purification , according to the law 
#f Mops were mxempl&hed they 
brought nun U Hteryalem $ to 
pte/htt Aim to the £ord; 
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c< a Heathenifh cuftome may be converted 
€( into a Chriftian Right or Ordinance ; and 
c< that which was performed by fuperjtitious 
Idolaters in honour of Ceres and Profer- 
pina, may be turned into the praife and 
Glory of the Virgin Mary. The fecond 
is, that they who by Grace are purified, 
by this Ceremony may be admonijhed to 
imitate thofe prudent Virgins, who (as the 
Evangelical! Parable teftifieth) came not 
" without their Tapours lighted to the 
" Nuptials of Christ their Spoufe" This 
day the Church ufed to pray, that as the 
vifible Lights chafed away the darknefle 
of the night ; Co the hearts of the Faithfull 
might be illuminated by the Invifible 
flames of the Holy Spirit, and (being 
cured of their blindnefle brought upon 
them by vice) might with pure and cleare 
eyesdifcerne thofc things which are pleating 
to God, and neceflary to their falvation ; 
and having pais'd through the fad, darke, 
and difmall accidents of this world, might 
at length arrive at Heaven, where they 
{hall behold, and enjoy a Light everlafting. 
This day is not onely made Holy by the 




Purification of the Mother, but by the 
Oblation alfo, and Prefentation of the 
Sonne, of Whom, as of the more worthy, 
we muft/r/ difcourfe. 

It was truley a great abating of the 
Sonne of God, (for which by the Prophets 
He was ftyled a Servant) Who being not a 
debtor to the Law, but the Lord of it, 
and the Onely First-borne free from 
finne ; yet endured, and underwent with 
other Children, both the Iewijh Circum- 
cifion and Oblation, and at once publikely 
honour'd His Fathers Houfe, and (to 
ufe the Prophets phrafe) filPd it with 
Glory. There offer'd by the Virgin hands 
of His Mother, He was to His Father 
a moft pleafing Oblation, being the end of 
the Law, and all the antient Sacrifices. 
Neither was the longing of Simeon and 
Anna onely fatisfied with His Afpeft ; but 
the ardent wifties alio of many others, in 
whofe mindes the old fparke of Faith 
now burft out into new and bright flames, 
which did not onely illuminate their owne, 
but other bofomes alfo. Not a few, quef- 
tionlefle, at Hieru/alem, markt this day 



with a white ftone, and did celebrate it 
with joy and thankefgiving, in that the 
Light foretold by Efay then arofe, and 
comforted all thofe to whom the fhine 
and warmth of it extended. Ifrael had 
never feene her Messias, till then when 
fhe had free leave to kifle, embrace, and 
dandle Him in her Armes ; and therefore 
her joy muft of neceflity be more than 
ordinary. Yet fome of her inhabitants 
were deafe, and could not heare the fro- 
pA^/jproclaime Hiscomming; others were 
blinde, and could not difcerne Him being 
come, nor werefenfibleat all of the Honour 
they received in the venerable prefence of 
Him, and His incomparable Mother \ 

I now come to our fweeteft Lady, the 
time of whofe Lying-in being expired, 
fhe fets forward to the Temple. I have 
reade fome who poetically fet downe her 
going thither, and compare her to Aurora, 
whom the P^/jdefcribe, fitting in a golden 
Chariot drawn by a Pegq/us, her yellow 
haire fpread over her milky fhoulders, with 
a torch in her hand enlightning this infe- 
riour world. For my owne part (though 
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of all humane ftudies I am moft taken with 
Poefy) yet both by Nature and Grace I 
abhorre to write of things Divine in the 
(tile of the ftage. But this Religion and 
Modefty will licenfe me to averre, That 
when fhe went to be Purified, fhe was in 
all things the very figure and refemblance 
of Sanftity it felfe. No doubt but fhe was 
accompanied with a beavy of Shce-Saints, 
of which fhe was the Chorus. Neither was 
Jqfeph abfent ; who as before he had beene 
a guardiant of her, and her Infant in her 
Delivery, when he was not capable of the 
Miracle ; fo now he is altogether incapa- 
ble of his owne Felicity, in attending his 
faireft Mate, and deareft Master to the 
Holy Temple. And who doubts but this 
BlefTed One joy'd more in his Iourney 
than Iqfeph, or any other. Saint lohn and 
Saint Luke teftifie that it was a Religious 
Cuftome amongft the very Heathen from 
remote places to come to Hierufalem ; and 
in the Temple thereof to performe their 
devotions. Doe you thinke this pious 
Maide can be out-ftripped in the perform- 
ance of a holy Duty by the Gentiles? 




Can you imagine fhe could negleft, and 
loofe the occafion of time, and place offered 
her, to commend to her Maker, in her 
beft words, the Vowes and Prayers of her 
prepared Heart? She came to Hierufa- 
lem (for certainly fhe dwelt not there) with 
farre greater fpeed and joy, queftionlefle, 
than to her Coujins Houfe ; this being a 
bufinefle that much more concern'd her, 
in that fhe was by more and ftronger tyes 
bound to ferve God than Elizabeth. 

And here by the way we muft not omit 
her Humility, and Charity. Of the fir ft 
whereof we have a cleere demonftration 
in this, That what other women did out 
of feare of the Law, fhe was perfwaded by 
a perfeA Faith* and an humble Obedience 
to performe. For that her Purification 
wasneceflary,I beleevenomanwill affirme, 
unlefle in this fenfe, That the Rites and 
Ceremonies impofed on the purified by 
Mqfes, were with decency to be obferved 
by her, who had borne Him that came to 
fulfill, not to deftroy the Law. She could 
not be maculated in conceiving, becaufe 
fhe knew no man ; nor in bearing, by 
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reafon it was without a man. Why 
fhould fhe be folicitous to redeeme her 
Sonne, Who was Himfelfe the Redeemer 
of the world ? This was afluredly an Aft 
produced by her Humility ; as was alfo 
her refufing the company of the rich, and 
her aflbciatingthe pooreand needy, though 
moft impure, and abjeft. 

And (he her felfe was fo poor, that (he 
had not wherewithall to buy a Lambe> 
whereof to make oblation. Whereof the 
Rich hide and hourd up their wealth, (he 
drawes forth the* Treafure brought her by 
the Wife Men, and with alacrity diftributes 
it amongft thofe whofe wants required it: 
yet was part of the prefent gold, which 
upon charitable ufes furely was confumed ; 
for her Frugality, and Temperancy were 
fuch, that in fo (hort a time (he could not 
poflibly have fpent the value of it. But 
thefe Perfections are not to be wondred at 
in her, who being a Doftrejfe, fcorn'd not 
to be a Difciple; and ftrongly to endeavour 
the attaining even to thofe Vertues which 
by Nature were innate, and by Grace en- 
grafted in her. Ravi(ht in Soule with 
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thefe her Excellencies, me thinkes I fee 
her Majeftically pacing on to the Temple, 
and heare her thus fpeake to thofe who 
accompanied and met her on the way. 

" My deare Friends, Sifters, and fellow 
" Servants, I have ever defird and endea- 
vour* d, {as neare as Humane frailtie 
will give me leave) to imitate my/weeteft 
" Sonne, who/e profound Humility and 
cc perfeft Obedience can never fufficiently 
" be extolled. Full well He knew Humility 
"to make the fir ft ft ep to Et email Life; 
Obedience the fecond ; the former of which 
to teach all men He defcended from Hea- 
<c ven, the latter to demonftrate, He became 
" obedient to His Father, even to the 
iC fuffering of the curfed death of the Crojfe. 
" Would you fee me a Proficient in both 
thefe fupernatur all Vertues ? Behold me 
who am unpolluted, {as not having con- 
cc ceived by humane meanes) going like one 
" vitious, and impure to be purified. I who 
" am free from the obfervation of the Mo- 
" faicall Lawes and Ceremonies, havefub- 
" jefted myfelfe to them. I who am voyd 
" of all wilfulljinne, willingly goe amongft 
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other Jtnfull and uncleane women, that I 
may be to all an Example of Charity 
and Humility, to none a Prefident of 
" mine. I thought it not enough that my 
fruitfull Virginity had produced Salva- 
tion to the world, unlejfe by Example 
alfo I taught how this Grace {applicable 
to all, applied but to a few) by you alfo 
might be obtained. This is my way to 
the attainement of Celeftiall Glory ; and 
" let it be yours to purchqfe your Jelues 
" Eternall Salvation. Doe thus, live thus, 
that you may Jhine holy Tapers in Gods 
Militant Church, and glorious Stars in 
His Triumphant" 
She, with her devout traine, being come 
into the Temple offered her gift to the 
Prieft, and received a Propheticke Bene- 
diction from Symeon. Whether this old 
Man were a Prieft, or a Layman, I will 
not here diipute ; certainly he was a Man 
blefled above all the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, in that he faw God face to Face ; 
and may be ftyled the moft profound of 
all Divines, who (being the laft juft man 
of the Law, the firft of Grace, a lew, by 
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Religion, in Thankigiving a Chriftiari) 
comprehended fo many Myfteries, in fo 
few words. This Holy Man (the Scribes 
and Pharijees dreaming on no fuch matter) 
had long fince feene his Saviour com- 
ming ; Whom he no fooner faw borne into 
the temple by His Mother (who then re- 
fembled Modefty fupporting Sandfcity) but 
he fnatcht this prettie Babe out of her 
armes into his owne; and not able to 
containe his joy, in a Divine Rapture, 
Swanne-like,(hisdeath beingthen at hand) 
fung this his fweeteft Ditty. <<c Lord,ww s.s y mcon. 
c left eft thou thy Servant depart in Peace: 
'for mine eyes have feene Thy Salvation, 
1 Which Thou haft prepared before the 
( face of all Nations ; a Light to lighten 
c the Gentiles, and to the glory ofThypeo- 
" € ple Ifrael/ Andheblejfedthem,andfaid 
" unto Mary his mother, ' Behold this 
cc c Childe is appointed for the fall and 
" 'rijing againe of many in Ifrael, and for 
c ajigne which /hall befpoken againft 9 yea 
€ and afwordjhall pajfe through thy Soule, 
€ that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
" € opened.' And Anna a Prophetefle con- s. Ann* 
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fejfed the fame to all thofe who looked for 

the Redemption of Ifrael." 

If the viewing and embracingof Christ 
fo dilated the Spirits of the old Mans 
heart, and made him fo fenfible of this his 
great felicitie,that he would expeft here no 
greater, but defired rather a diflblution 
than the fruition of any thing elfe on earth, 
What may we judge her content to be, 
who conceiv'd, bore, brought forth, and 
brought Him up ? Whofe affectionate 
looks, kifles, and embraces He had by day ; 
the two later of which the night it felfe 
could not barre Him of. Her greateft de- 
traftors furely, cannot imagine her fo 
ftupid as not to be apprehenfive of the 
Delight, the Comfort, the Happinefle, the 
Honour His Prefence did impart ; nor fo 
unthankfiill as not to acknowledge, and to 
her power, exprefle her gratitude. Cer- 
tainly her Soule was in a Heavenly Trance, 
when fhe contemplated the Grace and feli- 
city fhe had in Gods Owne Houfe ; and 
before an Aflembly of His ele&ed People, 
to acknowledge her gratitude for the in- 
eftimable benefits He had vouchfafed her, 
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but efpecially for this, That, in His Glo- 
rious Eyes, fhe feem'd worthy (though in 
her felfe undeferving) in her owne name, 
and that of His chofen, to prefent Him 
with fuch a Sacrifice, fuch a Gift as ex- 
ceedingly furpaffed in excellency, all Hofts, 
Sacrifices, and Sacraments whatfoever, be- 
ing indeed, their onely fcope and end. 
Anna y the Mother o$ Samuel is praifed for 
her diligence in Prayer, the fruit whereof 
fhe reaped in her difpair'd of Fertility. 
And of our admired Virgin, we reade that 
fhe carefully frequented the Temple, of 
which (being wife) fhe knew the inftitu- 
tion, and (being pious) the cuftome, which 
fhe moft religioufly obferved. Wherefore 
this day of her Purification, and at all 
times elfe, without all peradventure, fhe 
much excelled Anna, and her whole Sexe 
in the fervency of her Orifbns, in the ar- 
dency of her Love, in Purity, and Subli- 
mity of minde, in Holinefle of life, and 
Divine Contemplation. We may boldly 
conclude, that fhe pour'd out her prayers 
here, in greater abundance than fhe did in 
Zacharies Houfe, where fhe could no 
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Life of the Bleffed Virgin : 

fupprefle the flame of her Zeale from 
breaking out into the praife of God her 
Saviour, in Whom (he rejoyced. To this 
effed, happily, here flic pray'd. 

" O ettrnall and Gracious God ! / am 
" below other women in merit, but above 
" them all indebted to Thy Supreme Maiefty, 
€t for making me the Tabernacle of Thy 
Onely Sonne, the Temple of Thy Spirit, 
and for this fpeciall Honour done mee in 
the Temple of Thy Service, the congrega- 
tion whereof makes me the onely point 
" wherein the lines of their AffeSim, and 
" Admiration doe meete. If women be re- 
"fpeffed for their fertillity, needs muft I 
<c be in great efteeme with all men, who 
{by Thy eternall Predeftination, and Fa- 
therly Providence) have brought forth 
cc Thy Onely Sonne, their Redeemer. 
cc With a bowed heart, and bended knees I 
acknowledge that Thou haft faithfully, 
and mercifully fulfilled all thofe Thyfa- 
<c vourable promifes, made me by Thy Angell 
fC Gabriel, my Coufin Elizabeth, and Thy 
" holy Prophets Thou who can' ft neither 
"deceive, nor be deceived, haft made me 
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cc {the Vertue of Thy Spirit operating) a 

cc Mother, my Virginall integrity ftill pre- 
served. That long long'dfor Emanuel, 
{than Whom nothing greater , or better 
could be given by Thee, or taken by me) 
I have at, length produced to Jave all 
thofe that beleeve in Him. This mag- 
nificent, immenfe, inexhaufiible, unva- 
luable Treafure, this Beloved Sonne of 

" Thine in Whom Thou art well pleafed; 

cc this Saint of Saints, by Whom all things 
in Heaven and Earth are re-eftabli/ht, 
this Saviour of the world, I here pre/en t 

" to Thee, as a Gift moft acceptable in Thy 
Sight. He Whom all Nations, and the 
Fathers themfelves havefo much thirfted 
to fee : The Angbll of the New Tefta- 

<c ment, the Seed 0/* Abraham, the Sonne 

" of David, the King of Ifrael, in Whom 
all generations are blejfed > the Lord of 
the Temple, is here come to illuftrate His 
Owne Houfe. O Mercifutl Father ! 
open the eyes of the dhnme Jighted Is- 
raelites, that they may fee the glorious 
Light that now fhines on them, and not 
1 onely acknowledge, but worfhip their 
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"Messias, and imbrace Him in their 
Ci hearts, as I doe in mine armes. Neither 
" let the Rayes of this new borne Starre 
" refleS onely on them, but on all thqfe alfo, 
" who fit in darkneje, and the fhadow of 
u death, that to them It may reftore life 
" and luftre. So /hall they acknowledge 
« Thee, and Him Whom Thou haft Jent, 
Christ Iesus, and be made Spirituall 
Dwellings for Thee to refide in, there to 
" receive due thankes and prai/e, for ever } 
" and ever" 
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HER MOTHERLY CARE, TOGE- 
THER WITH HER CONJUGAL 
FAITH AND OBEDIENCE. 

ETWEENE her Purifica- 
tion, and the Paffion of her 
Sonne, (he is not often men- 
tioned in Holy Writ, but 
when me is, it is ftill to her Praife and Ho- 
nour : As when her care for the Poor made 
her petition Christ for Wine to revive, 
and refrefh their drooping, fainting Spirits ; 
And when fhe faid to Him, " Why have 
" You tts'd us thus ? Tour Father and 1 
" have beene to Jeeke Tou." Whence all 
women may learne Humility, motherly 
Care, and conjugall Faith. She who was 
without blemifh, as being Gods Owne 
Mother, whofe chafte bofome no carnall 
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thought had ever entred ; who lookt on 
all men with the fame Innocency and Sim- 
plicity with which (he beheld Statues; 
deigned to call a poor, ruftical, labouring 
man, Hufband ; from whofe deare com- 
pany, no flight, ter rour, travaile, nor paines 
could feparate her. But what the Scrip- 
ture omitteth, muft be fupplied by our 
charitable Imagination, which cannot but 
conceive all thofe her A&ions buried in 
filence, to have beene of the fame pure 
thred with the reft of her life. The truth 
of which we finde confirmed, in her perfe- 
verance in Goodnefle, even to her Sonnes 
end, and her owne. 
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HER DEMEANOUR AT HER SONNES 
DEATH, AND HER PASSIVE FOR- 
TITUDE AND PATIENCE. 

T His death wee reade (he was 
prefent," and there flood {faith 
the Evangelift) " by the Crojfe 
" of Christ His Mother and 
"her Sifter Mary Cleopho? and Mary 
cc Magdalen. When therefore Iesus faw 
" His Mother, and His beloved Difciple 
ftanding by, He faid to His Mother, 
* Woman, behold thy Son/ and He faid to 
" His Difciple, < Behold thy Mother,' and 
"from that time he tooke her for his* 9 His 
pardoning of the Thiefe, is not a greater 
argument of His Mercy ; than His taking 
care for His Mother, was of His Piety. 



<c 



cc 



S. John 
xix. 25. 




S. Bernard, 



Mantuan. 



S. John 
xn. 33. 



Life of the B/efed Virgin : 

He gives Temperancy the cuftody of 
Chaftity, and commends thefe to each 
other who were refolved to live and dye 
Virgins. Saint Bernard fayes thefe words 
of Christ to his Mother ', included much 
bitternefle ; for they put her in minde 
that (he was to make a dammageable ex- 
change of Christ for John ; of the Ser- 
vant for his Lord ; of the Difciple for 
his Master ; of the Sonne of God, for 
the fonne of Zebedaus. And this was the 
reafon (if we give beliefe to Mantuan) that 
He called her Woman, not Mother, left 
the very (bund of that deare word fhould 
make her more fenfible of His approach- 
ing lode, and force her into an immode- 
rate griefe. But forrow was no Noveltie 
to her ; for that faying of Christ, (€ In 
" this world, you /hall have affliction" was 
in her verified, whofe life contained more 
miferies than minuts, which (he patiently 
underwent; knowing that the more dif- 
trefled (he was here, the more blefled {he 
fhould be hereafter. And if we (hall adde 
the light of Reafon to the Evangelicall 
Truth, we (hall foone perceive that a fatal 1 
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fadnefTe haunted her from the Birth of her 
onely Sonne to His Buriall. When fhe 
was great with Him, and readie to lye 
downe, the inhumanity of the Bethlemites 
was fuch, that they confined her, and the 
Lord of all things to a Stable ; and would 
not fupply her with as much as Linnen, 
a Mantle, and other neceflaries where- 
withal! fhe might defend her felfe, and 
her fweet Babe from the moyfture of the 
night, the fharpenefle of the winter, and 
other intolerable inconveniences. When 
her Childe was eight dates old, fhe faw 
Him loofe Bloud in His Circumcifion, 
which her divining Soule mifgave her, to 
be a Type of the deare Remainder He 
was to fhed. Then againe her Minde was 
infinitely vexed for the butchery of thofe 
guiltlefle Children, which were murthered 
for the fake of her owne Innocent Infant; 
of the forrow and miferie of whofe Mo- 
thers, her tender compaflionating Heart 
was a moft competent Iudge. From this 
bloudy MafTacre to fave her Saviour, 
fhe was conftrained (without taking leave 
of her friends, or difpofing of what was 
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hers) to take her Flight with Him, & 
through danger,* darkncfle, and horrour, 
to make her way into Egypt. When He 
was twelve yeeres old, fhe loft Him, an 
accident more grievous than any of the 
former; for heretofore, her ftudy had 
been, to preserve What (he had; now, 
her care was, to finde What fhe had not. 
What an Agony her Soule fufferM at the 
lamentable tydings of the beheading of her 
Sonnes Forerunner, I leave to the con- 
fideration of all thankeful Soules ; for fhe 
could not without being ftayned with in- 
gratitude, but mourne for his abfence, 
and violent departure out of the world, who 
had received fo much joy at her prefence 
before he came into it. But above all 
thefe, the unequalPd Treacherie of Iudas> 
who deliver'd this Lambe of God, as a 
prey to thefe Wolves; the infidelity of His 
other Difciples; the malignity of His Judges; 
thecruelty of His Executioner s> confpir'd to 
make her miferable. Nor is it unlikely 
that fhe bewailed the ingratitude, the obfti- 
nacy, and impiety of her Nation, who re- 
viPd Him That blefled them, and tortur'd 
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Him Who came to fave them. With what 
amazement, and fkdnefle was her Heart 
furprifed think ye, when the newes came 
of her Sonnes being apprehended ? But 
when (he faw Him forfaken by His Friends; 
bound by His enemies; accufed before the 
High Pr lefts; derided by Herod; defpis'd 
by the People; fcourg'd, and tortur'd by 
the command of Pilate; His Body 
trembling, torne, and pierced ; befmear'd 
with His Owne Bloud; and hung be- 
tween two Theeves; then, and never till 
then did the Sword foretold by Simeon, 
pafle through her Soule. Luther faies 
this Prophecy of Simeon was fpoken to 
her, not to Iofeph ; for on her alone the 
whole weight of forrow was to be laid. 
True it is, that many differ about the 
interpretation of this Sword. To cleare all 
doubts, we muft take notice that the Holy 
Scriptures mention foure forts of Swords, 

The firft is a Corporall, or materiall 
Sword ; and of this Christ fpeakes to 
Peter, " All that ufe the Sword, /hall per i/h 
" with the Sword." 

The feeond, is a fpiritual Sword, of 
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which Saint Paul makes mention, when 
he faies, "Receive the Sword of the Spirit, 
" which is the Word of God" 

The third, is a Sword of Scandall, or 
Ambiguity, with which the Apoftles them- 
felves were ftrucken, when they forfboke 
their Master. 

The fourth, is the Sword of Griefe, 
or Tribulation. With this the Prophet 
David averres the Soule of Iofeph to have 
beene pierc'd when his death was plotted 
firft by his trecherous Brothers, next by 
his incontinent Miftrefle. 

That this Sword whereof Simeon Pro- 
phecied, could be no materiall one, is 
evident ; in that we read not of any vio- 
lent death (he fuffered. That it could 
not be the Sword of the Spirit, is mani- 
feft ; for the Word of God was her daily 
delitious food at the fame time when 
Simeon made this Prophecy. Origen in- 
deed will have it to be the (word of Am- 
biguity or Infidelity : which erroneous 
opinion of his, is refuted by many great 
Fathers of the Antient Church, and by 
Francifcus Lambertus y an accute Protef- 



tant Doff or of the Moderne, in thefe words: 

" Thofe, (Jaith he,) who will have this to 

" be the Sword of Infidelity , are not to be 

<c hearkened to ; for (be/ides that they can 

cc produce no proofe of this their opinion) 

" it is contradiffory to the Text, moft rajh, 

cc and moft untrue. How can it be that the 

" Sword of Infidelity Jhould penetrate the 

breft of Gods Sacred Mothcr,into which, 

infidelity never made the leaft impreffton ? 

From the beginning her Faith was moft 

firme and intire. Let therefore thofe 

blafphemies, and wicked flanders of car- 

t€ nail men be put to Jilence. I will attri- 

" bute nothing to the Blefled Virgin, but 

" what I reade in the Holy Writ, where 

"Jhe is pronounced Blefled, becaufe Jhee 

" beleev'd. We have many teftimonies of 

" her Faith ; but of her Infidelity not one 

" word is extant in the Sacred Scriptures." 

Yet this profane afiertion is not a whit 

ftrange, or to be marvelled at in Origen, 

who held that Christ dyed for the Angels, 

and the Starres; and whofe Soule was, 

indeed, no other than a Mynt of Herejies. 

Melanffon affirmes, that her forrow was 
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much aflwaged by her Faith, which af- 
fured her of His Rcfurre&ion. She knew 
(he had borne the Messias, Whofe Bloud 
was to wafh away the finnes of the world. 
Wherefore (he might well be amaz'd, dif- 
truftfull (he could not be at all* The 
Holy Spirit certified her this was not 
a deftroying Death, but a Triumphing. 
Her Faith, the oftener it was tryed in the 
Furnace of affliction, the brighter ftilJ it 
(hewed. She flood with the afFe&ion of 
a Mother, the paffion of a woman, but 
with the constancy and fortitude of a man, 
in beholding her owne Bloud fpilt, her 
owne Flefh rent, and mangled before her 
face. With an unfhaken Confidence, and 
a true internall Valour, fhe beheld His 
Body naked, and fcourg'd; His Hands 
and Feet nailed to the Crofle : yet fome- 
times the firings of her relenting, mourne- 
full heart were ready to cracke with the 
very thought of His cruell tortures, and 
afflidions ; but as often againe they were 
ftrengthened, and comforted with a full 
aflurance that He fhould overcome them 
all, and Death it felfe. She flood here 
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(her Sonne onely excepted) the prime 
Patterne of a follid Faith, and conftant 
Patience, to all pofteritie ; in that neither 
the feare of Tribulation, of Perfecution, 
of the Wracke, of the Scourge, or Death 
it felfe, could divide her from her Christ. 
She committed not that errour moft inci- 
dent to women, many of which gentle 
fexe perifti in the midft of their Lamenta- 
tions, and will neither admit of Counfeil, 
nor Comfort. She did not teare her haire ; 
fcratch her face ; batter her bofome ; feeke 
to ftifle her felfe ; or gave any other def- 
perate figne of a ragefull Sorrow ; nor did 
(he curfe her enemies, or make impreca- 
tions for Vengeance, or fo much as mur- 
mur againft them : but attended the fad 
Event with the fame calmenefle of Minde 
with which this meeke Lambe did His 
End. Her carriage was beyond the Levell 
of Cenfure ; and in all things fuitable to 
the modefty and gravity of fuch a Matron. 
She fear'd not at all the fury of the Iewi/h 
SouldierSy that environ'd her, but flood 
fecure, and fac'd Danger. Though ihe 
was an eye witnefle of His Paffion, and 
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(aw His Limbs diftended, and wrack'd ; 
yet did not the evils (he (aw, wound her 
(b deep as thofe (he heard. The Roman 
Fencers ufed to have Wards, or Covers 
to (ave their Eares ; (he had greater need 
of fuch to barre the entrance of biafphemies 
able to provoke God (if His Mercies were 
not above all His Workes) utterly to 
deface Nature^ and reduce the world to 
its firft Chaos. She heard Him calPd a 
Drunkard, a Blafphemer, a Breaker of 
the Sabboth, a Lover of Publicans and 
Sinners, nay a very Divell, Who was 
her, and Gods Onely Delight. Yet did 
not all thefe killing objefts, thefe impious 
(landers, drive her into the mercilefle 
gripes of Defpaire ; for (he was confident 
that the Two Persons of the Trinity 
would not forfake the Third. Melan ft on 
commending this difmal Story to our fad 
and ferious contemplation, advifeth us; 
That when Tribulations and Death it 
felfe come upon us, we fhould imitate I 
this Holy Virgin, who mixed a Heart 
killing forrow for His death with a joy- 
ful aflurance of His Refurredion. " Con- 
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ftder (faith he) what a Confiiff the Faith 
of Mary had. There was in her an 
extreme Griefe, linked with Faith and 
Hope. Let us in our death thus comfort 
ourfelues, and harbour the fame thoughts 
l€ with Mary, ftill fixing on God the eyes 
cc of our Faith" And verily we muft 
beleeve, that no fmall meafure of Beliefe 
was required to temper and aflwage fo 
great a forrow. If we conceive that (he 
was fo without bowels, as not to grieve 
for the Death and Paflion of her deareft, 
and only Sonne : we muft withall beleeve 
with the Maniches, that He had a phan- 
tafticke Body, not made of his Mothers 
Flefti. No doubt, when (after man had 
left, and betray'd Him) ftie heard Him 
cry out that God Himfelfe had forfaken 
Him alio, her teares, her fighes, her 
groanes, her countenance, her very pofture, 
her dolefull voyce, all united their forces 
to expreffe the greatneffe of her forrow. 
Liften and you ftiall heare her thus lament. 
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HER LAMENTATION. 

MY deareft Sonne, that Thou 
" Who htaleft others, fhouldft 
"Thy Selfe be wounded I That 
" Thou Who freeft others, 
"fhouldft Thy Selfe be bound I That Thou 
" Who art the Fountains of Life, and 
" Creator of the Waters, jfhouldft Thy 
"Selfe be thirftyt That Thou Who 
"cloatheft all things, Jhouldeft Thy Selfe 
"ftandnakedl O my deareft Master, how 
" haft Thou trefpaffed againft this obdurate 
" Nation ! that it Jhould Jo thirft after 
"Thy prettous Bloud? Thou wouldeft 
"have covered them under the wings of 
" Thy gratious Providence, as a Henne 
" doth her Chickens, but they chofe rather 
" to perifh, than to come thither for fbelter. 
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c With them the dead are morefenfible of 
c Thy Pajion, than the living ; and their 
( devouring Sepulchers more mercifull then 
'they themfelves. O my Sonne, my 
'Sonne, that I Jhould fee Thee fuffer, 
€ and not be able tojuccour Thee ! O that 
€ I were an Oblation as fpotlejje, and as 
c gratious in Thy Fathers Sight, as 
'Thou Thy Selfe ; that all thy afflic- 
c tionSj all Thy torments might be mine. 
€ Were my power correspondent to my will, 
f i* would re/cue Thee from Legions of 
f Thy enemies. But alas I am a weake 
c Woman ; and all my ftrength lyes in my 
c tongue^ which will onelyjerve mee to de- 
c plore Thy loffe, and that I truely doe from 
s the very bottome of my heart." 

Thus, or to this purpofe, queftionlefle, 
fhe bewaiFd Him Dying ; but when ftie 
once beheld Him Dead (Love and Beauty 
being banifht that Face), and faw withall 
their malitious cruelty furvive Him; when 
fhe view'd His very Carkafle pierc't, and 
Water together with Bloud flowing thence; 
when ftie had leifure to imbrace His dead 
Body, to number His Wounds, to kifle 
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them, and to eflay with the holy Water 
of her eyes to wafti away His Stripes : 
fhe then was fo wholly opprefled with 
anguifh of Soule, that fhe ardently, at 
that inftant defired her Soule, if poffibly, 
might tranfmigrate out of her living body, 
into His dead one. True it is, that many 
affirme fhe felt not thofe torments which 
other women endure in Child-birth, who 
are liable to the maledi&ion laid upon Eve: 
but if at His Comming into the world, fhe 
was not fenfible of any paine at all, cer- 
tainely at His Going out, the griefes of 
all women contracted into one, equals 
not hers alone. And afluredly, her for- 
row was much increafed when fhe faw 
Mary Magdalen, and the other women fo 
vehemently to grieve, whom His Death 
not fo nearly concerned as it did her ; nor 
were they fo able as fhe to judge of His 
Value. Then queftionleffe in this, or the 
like phrafe fhe renewed, and redoubled 
her Complaints : — 

<f O my Jweeteft Sonne ! / bewaile 
" mine owne> and the wretched condition 
"of all thofe, whqfe Soules Thou haft 



"feafted fo many ye ares with Thy mel- 
lifluous Language. My griefe is an- 
fwerable to my affeSlion. If Samuel la- 

cc merited the death of a reprobate King ; 
// David wept over wicked Abfolon 
with this exclamation, c Abfolon, my 
Sonne, O my Sonne Abfolon ;' can my 
tears be too prodigally powr'd upon Thee, 

" Who art Sonne to me, and Righteous- 
nesse // Selfe ? Who Jhall forbid, or hin- 
der me from crying out, € Iesus, my fweet 
Sonne, O my fweet Sonne Iesus?' 
If Thou didft weep over Ierufalem, as 
lamenting her deftruftion then at hand, 

"Jhall I not bewaile Thy neere approach- 
ing End ? Thou didft then companionate 
the future ruine of thofe very ftones, 
which now with ajilent gratitude feeme 
to condole, and weepe for Thee. When 
Thou cam 9 ft to the Tombe of Lazarus, 
Thou wert Jo farre from reprehending 
the teares of others, that Thou wepft Thy 
Selfe for company. Thy Owne Example 

" then warrants thejuftnejfe of my griefe; 

"for when Thou wert living, the fmall 

" paine Thou felt ft in the Jleeping of Thy 
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Foot was, and ought to be more to mee, 
than the eternal! JUepe of Lazarus could 
<c be to Thee. And as Thy Teares for him 
were tokens of Thy Humane Nature, not 
Jignes of Thy Diffidence (in that Thou 
knew 1 ft be would forthwith arife) ; Jo 
are mine for Thee, witnejfes of my 
wretched eftate, not of my diftruft, who 
am ajfured of Thy fpeedy Refurrcltion. 
Nor doe I onely grieve my owne grief e ; 
for, as for mans fake, I rejoyce in Thy 
cc Fathers Grace, Who delivers Thee to 
Death, and in Thy Charity Who doft 
fuffer it : So, likewife, in mans behalf e, 
I am griev'd that he fhould be the curfed 
caufe of tbofe Thy extreme Torments: 
For, as not to joy in the benefits Thy 
Death hath brought with it, would 
argue his ingratitude ; fo, not to condole 
for the Tortures that attend it, would 
cc demon ftr ate his cruelty. And here I 
faithfully promife Thee, that both I, 
while life, and Thy Church, while the 
" World, doth laft, fltall yearely fpend this 
cc dolefull time of Thy tragical! Expira- 
(C tion in prayer, fafting, feverity of dif 
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cc cipline, maceration of the flejh^ and con- 
" trition of the Spirit, as becomes Thy 
cc mourneful Mother, and Thy gratefull 
<c Spoufe to doo." 

Thus condoling, thus bemoaning hers, 
and the generall lofle, fhe attended His 
Herfe to the Sepulchre provided by Iofeph i 
where never man was laid before ; for it 
was not fit that Incorruptibility fhould 
fucceed corruption in the fame lodging. 
This Fragrant Flower was no fooner fet 
in the ground, but fhe fent many a deare 
drop after it to fatten it at the root ; for 
fhe knew within three dayes It fhould 
fpring up againe, not to grow in the earth, 
but to be tranflated into Heaven, there 
for ever to flourifh, and perfume the 
Celeftiall Habitation. Nor were her eyes, 
faith Damafcen, clofed with His Monu- 
ment, but watched themfelves almoft 
blinde with a greedy expectation to fee 
the Temple of His Body built up againe, 
which three dayes fince was deftroyed. 
After many a longing looke fhe efpied 
the Tombe to open, and her onely Joy to 
iflue forth, whom full well fhe knew by 
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the Countenance and Figure of His Hu- 
manity, but farre better by the cleere 
proofes of His Godhead; for the Graves 
delivered up their dead, many of which 
appeared to their friends in the Holy City. 
Some, and thofe of great authority in the 
Church affirme, that after His Refurrec- 
tion, fhe of all others faw Him fir ft ; and 
wheras the Scripture feemeth to inferre 
that Mary Magdalen firft beheld Him, 
they thus expound it; That the Evan- 
gelifts would not make His Mother the 
firft Witneffe of His Refurreftion (though 
indeed fhe was) knowing that her testi- 
mony by the Iewes would be more fuf- 
pe&ed than that of Mary Magdalen. I 
dare not pofitively conclude any thing 
herein, but I may fafely maintaine that 
this her delight for His Refurre&ion, 
counterpois'd her griefe conceived for His 
Death. In her was now made good that 
of the Pfalmift ; " According to the multi- 
" tude of the grief es of my hearty Thy Com- 
"forts have rejoyced my Soule" and that of 
her Sonne ; " Bleffed are they that mourne, 
"for they fhall bee comforted." 



And who makes qucftion but that ftie 
who with fuch unutterable pleafure dif- 
cover'd His Refurredtion faithfully, and 
clofely waited on Him, till His Afcention? 
She who was as infeparable to Him as 
His Shadow, without doubt, was on the 
Mount Olivet, with other of the Faith- 
full, when in the fight of them all He 
Afcended. She heard, doubtlefle, His 
laft Words; received His laft Benediction; 
and her fight waited on Him, till the 
clowds imbrac't Him, which it in vaine 
eflay'd to penetrate. What Soule not 
it felfe tranfported with the view of a 
Heavenly Objeft, can fuppofe, much 
lefle exprefle what her contentment was, 
when ihe faw her owne Flefh flye above 
the reach of envie, into the Armes of 
Glory ? When (he beheld this High 
Priest, (His Sacrifice ended, and Gob 
fully appeas'd) enter Heaven there to fit 
on the Right Hand of His Father, and 
to be the uncefiant and eternall Media- 
tour betwixt Him and man? With bended 
knees, ere&ed hands, and eyes, fhe wor- 
ships Him afcending, and when her fight 
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failes, her Adoration continues. Her 
Zeale paffeth all the orbes betweene Him 
and her, with greater facility, and fub- 
tility then the Lightning (hooteth through 
the Ayre. Great is the Vigour and Force 
of the Spirit, when all things elfe fet apart, 
it is wholly intentive on the Meditation 
of its Creatour. When by contempla- 
tion, it is feparated from the body, it 
thinkes onely on Him, lives onely to 
Him, and is (as it were drown'd), in an 
inundation of His Love. When it hath 
extinguifht the fcorching lawleffe defires 
of the flefh, and kindled the holy ones of 
the Spirit, the body rebels no longer, 
but becomes obedient to it in all things. 
When it hath once fixed its eyes on this 
Beloved Objed", it never removeth them 
thence. When it is once illuminated with 
the beames of the Holy Ghost, it is 
prefently turn'd into all Eye, all Spirit, 
all Light; no otherwife than thofe things 
the fire once layes hold on, are turn'd into 
Fire it felfe. Of thofe who live in Wed- 
locke, it is faid that they are two in one 
flefh ; and why may it not be faid of 
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Christ and the Soule wedded to Him, 
that they are two in One Spirit ? And 
if ever it might be reported of any, furely 
of this Holy Virgin, who (though ftie was 
devided from her Redeemer in Body) 
yet in Soule flie was united to Him. 
When her eyes were growne dimme with 
her fo long dwelling on that part of 
Heaven where they left, and loft Him, 
flie caft them downe on the earth, the 
poverty whereof fhe commiferated, in 
that it was deprived of this one Iewell, 
in value above all it had left. And now 
ftie returnes into the Holy City, not dif- 
confolate, and deje&ed as other women 
are when they lofe their onely childe ; but 
with a cheerfull look for her Sons Vidtory, 
Who had triumphed not onely over the 
lew, but Death and Hell it felfe. She 
made her will lacky Gods ; and though 
flie defired to be diflblved, and be with 
Christ, yet fince it was His beft Pleafure 
flie fhould continue longer here below, 
flie readily aflented, refolving by her ex- 
ample on earth, to furnifti Heaven with 
Saints. Dammianus fayes, that after her anus. 
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Sonnes Deceafe, flie remained ten dates 
in Prayer and Fafting, expedting with a 
fervent longing, the promifed Comming 
of the Spirit. Saint Luke witnefleth, 
that fixe /core men and women were at 
fembled in one rome, and joyned in 
hearty Prayer, of the which, Mary, the Mo- 
ther of Iesus, was one. And as He names 
her laft, fo her wonted Humility per- 
fwades me, that ftie had the laft, and 
lowed place, and fate beneath the other 
finfull women of inferiour quality, in re- 
membrance of her Humble Lord, now 
exalted. And it is more than probable 
that fhe was prefent with the Apojiles, 
when the Holy Ghost came upon them, 
and that fhe there received the fir ft Fruits 
of the Spirit. After which time we 
reade no more of her in Holy Writ. For 
where, and with whom, how ftriftly, and 
how pioufly, ftie liv'd after the Afcention 
of Christ, till the houre of her death, 
faith Idelphonfus, is onely knowne to God, 
the fearcher of hearts; and to the Angels, 
her diligent Vifiters. The reafon which 
many alledge, why neither the reft of her 
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life, nor death are penned by the Holy 
Evangelijis is this, that the Apoftles were 
fo bufied about the Converfion of the 
Iewes and the Gentiles, & enlarging of 
the Chriftian Churchy that they had no 
time to fet downe the particular Afts 
of her life, after her Sonnes Afcention, 
nor the feverall Circumftances of her 
death, as where, when, and how ftie dyed. 
Some Authours peremptorily maintaine 
(upon what ground I know not) that ftie 
liv'd to her /eaventieth yeare, and to her 
laft houre dwelt in lerufalem, neare to 
her Sonnes Sepulchre. Others upon no 
better warrant, averre that ftie went with 
Iohn into AJia , and continued with him 
at Ephejus till her death; and urge the 
authority of Ignatius, who affirmes that 
fhe wrote to him in thefe words, " / will 
" come with Iohn to Jee thee, and thy 
"friends, &V." Concerning her death, 
fome avouch that the Apoftles, and the 
moft eminent of the Primitive Church, 
were prefent at it. Damqfcen faith that 
Christ was alfo there in Perfon, and that 
He thus fpake to her : <c c Come My Blejfed 
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cc c Mother into the reft I have prepared for 
s thee ;' and that Jhee thus in way of an- 
*fwer prayed to Him : c Into Thy Hands, 
cc< my Sonne, / commend my Spirit: 
cc c Receive that deare Soule which Thou 
<c c haft preferved free from all rebuke* " 
As I will not juftifie all thefe their Afler- 
tions for true ; fo, on the other fide, I will 
not condemne them as erroneous, not 
being able to convince them of untruth ; 
and for ought I know, they may have 
pafs'd by unwritten Tradition from man 
to man. I will therefore affirmatively fay 
nothing but this, that moft affuredly her 
death was welcome to her, in that ihe 
had fo often both meditated and prac- 
tifed it, having many times by Aufterity, 
and Contemplation, departed this life ere 
scncci. fhe left it. If that of Seneca be true, 
that to dye well, is to dye willingly, then 
certainly fhe dyed the death of the Right- 
eous. She was not ignorant that Death 
to the juft is no other than a delivery from 
prifon ; a laying downe of a burthen ; the 
end of a Pilgrimage ; the unmanacling of 
the Soule; the difcharging of a due debt to 
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Nature ; the returne into our true Coun- 
try ; the dore that opens into a never 
fading Life ; the entrance into the celef- 
tiall Kingdome ; and the Vfher that was 
to conduit her to her Blefled Saviour, 
with Whom fhe had mentally converfed 
ever fince He left the earth. Since which 
time there be who avouch that fhe never 
willingly faw any man. 
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HER ASSUMPTION. 

HE fame modefty I have 
fhew'd in treating of her 
Death, I (hall referve in dif- 
courfing of her AiTumption; 
which by many of the Fathers, all of the 
Romijh Church, and fome of the Reformed, 
is held for an undoubted Truth, though 
upon no founder proofes than the former 
produce concerning her departure hence. 
Bullinger direftly backs this opinion. 
" We doe beleeve," faith he, " that the 
iC Wombe of the GoD-bearing Virgin, and 
" the Temple of the Holy Ghost, that is, 
" her Sacred Body, to have beene ajfumed 
"into Heaven." Brentius leaves it in- 
different to us to beleeve whether or no 
fhe afcended in Soule, in Body, or both. 
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" // might well be y " faith he, " that as 
€ ' Enoch was tranflated in body into Heaven, 
and as many bodies of the Saints did rife 
with Christ; Jo Mary alfo might in 
" body be ajfumed into Heaven. But moft 
" certain it is that /he obtained everlafting 
€€ Felicity." And fome ther be who de- 
mand why God might not manifeft His 
Power by her, privy to fo many Divine 
Secrets, and Myfteries, as well as by an 
Angelly or as by Elias, who after long 
prayer, was taken up in a Fiery Chariot. 
Some againe, (who hold that the Dead 
who arofe with Christ, afcended with 
Him into Glory, and were not againe re- 
duc't into Afhes) thinke the Aflumption 
of Mary altogether as likely. 

Damq/cen faith, " the JVorkes of the 
€< Deity are therefore po]Jible> becaufe 
Omnipotent; and that there are fome 
things, which though they are wholly 
omitted in Holy Scriptures, yet upon 
<€ evident reqfons they are believ'd;' and 
exemplifies hispofition in the Aflumption 
of the Virgin Mary. Dammianus argues 
thus ; " That as conceiving without Jinne, 
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"Jbee brought forth her Sonne without 
paine, a curfe laid on all other women : 
Jo might it well be that Jhee who was 
" without finne, might overcome Death, 
" the reward of it." Some goe about to 
prove it by the Text, t€ Arife Lord into 
" Thy reft, Thou, and the Arke of Thy Sanc- 
" tif cation." Nay, I have read a moderne 
Oratour, who thus elegantly defcribes the 
manner of it : " When" faith hee, " the 
<c Soule of this Sweet One, reaftuated her 
" body, /he arofe in Triumph from her 
" Sepulcher, and was ajfumed into Heaven. 
" In her pajfage thither, the Orbes bowed, 
" and bended them/elves to make her a tri- 
" umphant Arch through which fliee might 
" pajfe in greater ft ate. The Sunne, with 
" his bright eft Beames, imbract her, that 
" it might befaid, A woman was cloath'd 
<c with the Sunne. The Moone Jtooped to 
" her, that it might be divulged the Moone 
" was under her feet. The bright eft of the 
" Starres interwove themfelves to make her 
" a radiant Crowne, &c" But this de- 
fcription is no more Theologicall, than 
the confent of the Orbes is Philofophicall ; 
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and is no way correspondent to the dignity 
of our Sacred Subjelf, on whofe trium- 
phant Entry into Heaven, having beene 
a faithful!, and reverent Attender, I will 
now returne to vindicate her Honour 
here on Earth, and make an Apology to 
Chriftians (with ihame, and horrour I 
fpeake it) for Christs Owne Mother. 
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THE AUTHORS APOLOGY FOR 
CHRISTS OWN MOTHER. 

T may pleafe then the gentle 
Reader, to understand that 
two Queftions arile amongft 
the Moderne Divines. The 
one whether or no {he merited to be the 
Mother of God ; the other which way flie 
could deferve that greateft of Glories. 
For the fir ft t they affirm that never any 
Creatqre merited fo great a blelfing as the 
Incarnation of Gods Owne Sonne. For 
He fent, lay they, His Sonne into the 
world, not urg'd thereto by our merits, 
but out of His Owne meere Grace and 
Goodneffe. It was a worke of His Cha- 
rity, and Condefcending, not of Retribu- 
tion, or Obligation: and therefore that 
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He chofe not the Virgin Mary to be the 
Mother of Christ, as fhe was a Virgin^ 
humble, obedient, adorn'd with Faith, 
Charity, and other Divine Vertues ; but 
becaufe God had decreed her to beare 
His Onely Sonne, therefore His beft 
Pleafure was, fhe fhould be Miftrejfe of 
Perfections, futeable to fo high a Calling. 
Wherfore Saint Paul faies; " Becaufe God 
" hath predeftinated us> therefore He calks y 
"jujlifies, and glorifies us," and not be- 
caufe we are juft, therefore He elefteth us. 
Againe, they argue thus ; that all our 
merits depend on Christ, and are, de- 
riv'd from Him, and therefore fhe was 
without all defert before her Sonne had 
imparted it to her. That this was well 
knowne to her, is manifeftly proved by 
her Divine Hymne, in which fhe ac- 
knowledgeth all good to proceed from 
Him ; and therefore to Him afcribeth all 
Honour and Glory. Others her Cham- 
pions, who couragioufly fight, not onely 
for her Heavenly, but earthly Triumph, 
confefle that fhe was not prefer'd to that 
fupreme Dignity by Defert, but by Con- 



i6 5 



Rom. vili. 
30. 



S. Eliza- 
beth. 



gruity, as they call it : that is, not that 
flie was abfolutely worthy of fo great a 
Grace, but that fince God had fixed a 
decree to fend His dearely beloved Sonne 
amongft us, fhe of all others was the 
fitted to conceive, and beare Him. 

But here againe they difFer about the way, 
in that fo many waies they hold her capable 
of this ineftimable Diadem. Some give 
the preheminency to her Virginity, and 
fay, the love of that drew the Sonne out 
of the,Bofome of His Father, into her 
hallowed Wombe ; and therefore the Text 
faies not, that a Faithfull, an Obedient, 
or an Humble fhall conceive, but a Vir- 
gin. Others attribute this fupreme Fa- 
vour to her Faith, by which (as Saint 
Paul demonftrates) all the Miraculous 
Workes of the Old Teftament have beene 
begunne and perfected : Wherefore her 
Coufin Elizabeth faid to her, " Blejfed art 
" thouy becaufe thou haft beleeved" Some 
afcribe this infinite Honour done her, to 
her Humility, to which all other Vertues 
flow, no otherwife than the waters natu- 
rally runne to the loweft places. This 



caus'd her to fay in her gratefull Hymne, 
" Thou haft regarded the lowlinejfe of Thy 
" Hand-maid." Others impute the con- 
ferring of this greateft Blefling on her, to 
her Obedience, in that fhe committed all 
to the Will of the Higheft, with this 
Proteftation, " Behold the Hand- maid of 
" the Lord, be it to mee according to Thy 
" fVord" Others give her Charity the 
uper hand, which, (as Saint Paul teftifies) 
gives life and Spirit to all other Vertues, 
they being without it no other than dead 
Images. Laftly, fome there are who will 
not award the Crowne to this or that 
peculiar Vertue refiding in her, but to 
the united Harmony of them altogether; 
for they fay, it is not this ftring, or that, 
makes the Muficke, but the accord, and 
confent of all. For my owne part, (Di- 
vinity not being the fpheare wherein my 
ftudies move) a modeft Inquifition will 
better become me, than a bold and pe- 
remptory Conclufion in any point of Con- 
troverfie. Wherfore I moft humbly fub- 
mit this, and all things elfe Divine, by 
me handled, to the Cenfure and Deter- 
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initiation of the Church of England, whofe 
not Connivence alone, but Approbation 
I know I fhall have, in boldly affirming 
that fhe was a Tranfcendent Creature, not 
to be ranked in refpeft of her Worth, with 
any of her fexe, but to have a place 
aflign'd her apart, and above them all; 
being not to be confidered as a meere 
Woman, but as a Type, or an Idaa of an 
Accomplifht Piety. 

They who uphold the latter of the 
aforefaid opinions, erre not fo much, in 
my judgement, in the adoring extreame, 
as fome too fevere maintainors of the 
former doe, in the neglefting. They are 
fo farre from praifing her themfelves, that 
they moft unjuftly deprive her of the 
Praife given her by others. The Puritans 
in generall, but efpecially the obftinate 
Non-Conformifts of this Land, are thofe I 
meane, who as in their courfe Oratory they 
called §>ueene Elizabeth, §>ueene Bejfe, fo 
they give this Holy Virgin no higher a 
Stile, than of *Mal, Gods Maide. They 
rejedfc all Teftimonies of her Worth, as 
Haile, Mary, Full of Grace ; The Lor d is 




with thee ; and, Thou haft found Grace 
with God ; and, Hee that is Mighty, hath 
magnified mee ; and All generations /hall 
callmee Blefled ; and, Blejfed is the Wombe 
that bore Thee ; and Blejfed are the Paps 
that gave Theefucke; and whence comes 
this that the Mother of my Lord fhould 
come to me ? and, Blejfed art thou amongft 
women; and, Blejfed is the fruit of thy 
Wombe. They abhorre to heare her calPd 
Domina, Lady, or Deipara, God- Bearing, 
few of them being fo learned, even in 
their owne Faculty, as to know that they 
who fo ftile her, thinke not that the 
God-Head proceeds from her, but that 
fhe brought forth Christ, in Whom was 
the Union of Both Natures ; and there- 
fore, they being infeparable, fhe muft by 
ftrong confequence be deliver'd of both 
God and Man. And why are they de- 
terr'd from giving her thefe honourable 
Epithites? Becaufe forfooth they chal- 
lenge to themfelves a greater meafure of 
knowledge, but a lefler of Piety, than did 
their Anceftors. By difclaiming words, 
and phrafes familiar to Antiquity, and by 
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inventing new, lefle reverent, and fignifi- 
cant ; they give all men to understand 
' that they had rather be reputed good 
! Grammarians , than Chrijiians ; and had 
j rather give Names to the Church, than 
accept them from her ; and cherifli pro- 
phane Novelties, rather than allow of 
Reverent Antiquities. They wreft many 
places of Scripture to prove that Christ 
Himfelfe flighted and rebuked her, which 
depravations of theirs (were my Readers 
Turkes) I would draw into the Light and 
lay their deformity open to all ; but it is 
needlefle (I truft) to informe a Chrijtian, 
that He Who hath faid, Honour thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother, would furely never 
breake His Owne Commandement ; and 
by flighting His Mother, trench upon a 
finne of all others moft detectable in His 
Sight, Ingratitude. Of one thing I will 
afliire them, till they are good Marians, 
they fhall never be good Chrijiians ; while 
they derogate from the dignity of the 
Mother, they cannot truely honour the 
Sonne. They are, I confefle, much more 
favourable to her, than the Iewes, but by 



farre more detrafting from her than the 
Turkes; which Aflertion of mine is 
ftrengthened with evident proofes both 
out of the Iewi/h Thalmud, and Turki/h 
Alchoran. The Iewes call her Thlua, as 
much as to fay, Butcherejfe, or the Wife 
of a Butcher ; and Sono, a publike Sinner ; 
and Thmea, one polluted with all manner 
of uncleane and filthy luft. And all of 
their Religion are enjoyned in folemne 
Prayer made in their Sinagogues thrice 
every day to curfe Christ, His Mother, 
and all the Chriftian Sefit; as is to be 
found at large, in the third Booke of the 
Thalmud, wholly composed of ridiculous 
fables, grofle errors, and horrid blafphe- 
mies. True it is, that the Turki/h Al- 
choran now acknowledged! Christ to be 
God, and now againe denies Him ; taking 
Him in at the fore-dore, and (hutting Him 
out at the backe ; yet doe they hold Him 
the greateft of Prophets, next their Ma- 
homet. But His Mother they magnifie 
above all women that ever breathed this, 
ayre. Let us heare this Oracle fpeake, 
in all things elfe falfe, but in this moft 
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true. Thefe enfuing are the very formall 
words of the Alchoran ; « O Mary, excel- 
" lent above all men and women, who per- 
"fevereft in the fiudj of God Onefyr 
And in another place ; €€ O Mary, God 
" hath chqfen thee, and purified thee ; Hee 
" hath elected thee to make thee famous 
"above the women of all Ages:" and 
againe ; " Mary, by behaving her Jelfe 
wifely* is guilty neither of malice, nor any 
wickedneffe 9 which caufed us to breath 
" ourfoule into her." Laftly ; " that many 
" men have beene perfect ; but no woman 
f€ was ever found perfelf, but Mary the 
" Mother of Iesvs." But though Truth 
is to be imbrac't where ever we finde it, 
yet it will appeare more gracefull in the 
mouthes of Chriftians y whofe moft learned, 
moft eloquent, and moft judicious Do flour, 
we will produce, giving this Teftimony 
of this our deareft Lady. " Except (faith 
cc he) the Holy Virgin Mary, (whom 
"for the Honour I owe my Lord and 
" Master, I will not name whenfinne is my 
"fubjeSf) whom to have had Grace infus'd 
f€ into her, wholly tofubduefinne, wee know 
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by this j that Jhee was thought worthy to 
conceive and bring forth Him, Who qf- 
"furedly was without Jinne: 7%/VVirgin, 
" I fay j excepted, if we could recall, and 
<c ajfemble together all the Saints departed, 
<c and Jhould ajke them, if they were with- 
<c out Jinne, they would unanimoufly thus 
" an/were : < If we Jhould Jay we have no 
" 'Jinne, we deceive ourjelves, and there is 
«<no truth in us.'" But becaufe the 
Fathers are no way fufpefted of negledt 
towards her, we will fpare their Verdi&s, 
and chiefly infert their Commendations of 
her, who were the firft Reformers of our 
Church. Luther fhall be their Leader, 
who faith, cc That none but the Virgin 
" Mary either was, or ever fhall be Jo Holy : 
" That the fruit of her Wombe fhall be 
BleJfed,Jince no other conceives without 
pleajure and Jinne : " and againe ; cc In 
this is Mary Blejfed, that Jo great Gifts 
are given to her, asjurpajfe humane un- 
" derjlanding. For hence all Honour and 
Beatitude proceeds, that in the vniverfall 
humane Race one Perfon Jhould bejupe- 
riour to the rejt, to whom none Jhould be 
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equally becaufe One and the Same Sonne 
is common to her with the Heavenly Fa- 
ther." This he applyes to that faying 
of Mary, " Hee that is Mighty hath mag- 
c< nified mee" &c. The fame Author in 
another place fayes ; <c Mary is our Mo- 
" ther, Christ our Brother, and God 
cc our Father, and that all this is true 3 
« the Faithfull by effett doe finder Calvin 
cals her his Miftrejfe. <c Wee willingly 
{faith he) take Mary for our MiftrelTe, to 
whofe Doftrine and Precepts we are obe- 
" dient. n * Erafmus ftiles her his Savior- 
eje. Occolampadius thus delivers his ap- 
probation of her : " / truft in God it 
"Jhall never be/aid of me, that I did 
"oppofe the dignity of Mary, towards 
« whom to be never fo little ill affefted y I 
" hold to be a moft certain figne of a re- 
"probate minde. She who is above ally 
cc Queene of ally whom God, above ally 
" hath honoured, fhould not /he be efteemed 
« amongft all the moft eminent ?" Bucerus 
protefteth ; " that a Godly minde will not 
"judge, but charitably y and pioufly of her, 
"who brought forth Christ our Lord." 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Bullingerus concludes ; " If Mary be 
<c Blefled amongji all women, and to bee 
pronounced Blefled by all Nations, moft 
curfed are the Iewes, who never ceqfe to 
revile andflander her ; and moft unhappy 
are thofe Counterfeit Chriftians, who 
" {being little better than Iewes) robbe her 
"of the praife due to her. Needs muft 
" Jhee be indued with ajingular, moftfeleil, 
and perpetuall Virginity and Purity, who 
is especially chofen by God to be the 
Temple of His Sonne, and the Mother*?/ 
" the Most Holy." Now if any of thefe 
contradidt themfelves by pulling downe 
in other places thofe Trophies of her 
Praife, which here they have erefted, they 
are to be anfwered as the Satyre did the 
Man with whom he faid he would no 
longer converfe, becaufe he faw hot and 
cold breath to iflue from the fame mouth. 
But to leave them ; All parts of the 
world have produced Admirers of her 
Worth: — Syria hath brought forth £- 
phraim: Antiochia; Saint Chryfoftome: Ca- 
padocia ; Saint Bafill, and Saint Nazianzen : 
Conftantinople ; Germanus, and Proclus: 
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Dalmatia; Saint Hierome : Germany; Ru- 
pertus, Albert us, and Agrippa : England ; 
B<eda: France; Bernhardt Spaine; Al- 
phonfus: Italy; Aquinas, and Bonauen- 
ture: Affrick; Saint Cyprian, and Saint 
Aujlin: Greece; Dionyjius Areopagita, 

To thefe fucceed famous Chriftian 
Poets, Antient and Moderne, who have 
written Pannegyricks upon her, as B<eda : 
Gregorius Nazianzenus : Innocentius Pon- 
tifex\ Aifius Sanazarius : AdamdeSanBo 
Viftorc : Alcimus Avitus : Antonius Mu- 
retus : Aurelius Prudentius: Baptijla 
Mantuanus: Claudianus: Franci/cus Pe- 
trarcha : Godfridus Viterbienfts : Hierony- 
mus Vida : Paulinus : D. Philippus Men- 
zelius : Rudolphus Agricola : Sedulius : 
Venantius Fortunatus, &c. 

To thefe I adde many Emperours, 
Princes, and Princejes 9 and a world of 
devout Great Ones, who have beene her 
profeffed Admirers, as Conftantine the 
Great; Charles the Great; Pulcheria 
Augufta; Henry the Second, Emperour ; 
Alphonfus the Chafle, in Spaine ; Edovar. 




duSy in Hungarie ; Boli/laus, in Polonia ; 
Vencejlaus, in Bohemia. 

All which are Canonized for Saints, 
and have erefted and dedicated Temples 
to her Memory. Neither have the Princes 
of this our He beene defe&ive in doing 
her all poflible Honour, and in Confe- 
crating Chappels, and Temples to her 
Memory. Fredericke the Third Empe- 
rour, made the Contemplation of her, al- 
moft his onely food. Stephanus, King of 
Hungarie, called his Kingdome the Marian 
Family. In this glorious Family, whole 
Kingdomes and Common-wealths have en- 
rolled themfelves. My Arithmeticke will 
not ferve mee to number all thofe who 
have Regiftred their names in the Soda- 
lit ie of the Ro/ary of this our Blejfed Lady; 
the Originall of which is derived from the 
Battaile of NaupaSiun, gain'd by Iohn of 
Auftria, and the Chriftians, which Vidtory 
was attributed to her Interceflion with her 
Sonne. The Colonian Sodallity firft in- 
ftituted, had out of Lovaine, 4000. out of 
Brabant, 30000. out of Gueldria, 4000. 
out of Holland and Z eland, 7000. &c. 
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Many Holy Orders alio are of this Sodality, 
as the Benediltinesj the Cijtertians, the 
Francifcans, the Carthujians, and many 
others. If all thefe Testimonies and Ex- 
amples of great, worthy, and pious peo- 
ple, will not move us to honour her ; we 
(hall be judg'd both unworthy of this life, 
and ignorant of that better to come. For 
fhame, let not us alone deny her that 
Honour, and Praife which all the world 
allowes her. 

After thefe impartiall Witnefles of her 
Worth, we will place thofe divine Privi- 
ledges imparted to her by the Almighty, 
for which we have (if that alone were 
fufficient) the Authority of many pious, 
learned men. 

Firji, they affirme, that her chafte 
eyes fent forth fuch Divine Beames, that 
(though her Lovelineffe moved not onely 
all mindes to honour her, and all eyes to 
gaze on hers) yet they never kindled an 
unholy fire in the mod Adulterate bofome. 
A facred Priviledge, peculiar to this Saint 
alone ; for it was the will of her Omni- 
potent Sonne, that neither Sathan no r 
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his Minifters fhould confpire the over- 
throw of that chiefe Temple of His Spirit, 
which His Flefh had inhabited fo long ; 
nor any impure thought ayme at the 
mudding of this pureft Fountains Whe- 
ther her Prophetick Soule forefaw the 
fnares of the ungodly, and fo fliun'd them, 
they fay not; once for certaine they averre, 
that Temptations aym'd at her, broke 
like Haile againft a Rocke ; nor could all 
the Engines of the world, the flefti, and 
the Divell hurt her more, then can the 
vapours arifing from the earth, reach the 
holy Inhabitants of Heaven. And this 
opinion (for ought I know, I fubmit it to 
better Judgements) may without, or pro- 
fanation, or blafphemy, be admitted into 
all honeft bofomes : for if, beyond the 
power of Nature, He preferved Ionas en- 
tire in the Whales Belly ; if He protected 
Daniel from the ravenous Lyons ; fhould 
not He fecure her from Corruption, whom 
he had adorn'd with fo many Vertues and 
Dignities ? 

Next y they hold, that fhe was not onely iPrMMjp. 
without blemifti, but her very lookes fent 
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^PrhnUdge. 
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forth fuch Heavenly Rayes ; that whofo- 
ever beheld them, drew thence a Veftall 
Fire that never went out, and vowed an 
everlafting Virginity. If this be a Truth, 
it is a curious one ; and it is not materiall 
at all, whether or no it be beleeved, or 
rejefted. 

Thirdly, that (he conceiv'd and bore 
her Sonne, not onely without paine (the 
common curfe annexed to Childe-bear- 
ing), but with infinite delight. This alfo 
is a Curiofity; and of no importance 
whether it be fwallowed or no. 

Fourthly , and laftly, that Ihe had a fri- 
gidity of Soule, which quencht in her, all 
heat of carnall concupifcence. This laji 
priviledge is implyed in the fir ft ; and 
may perchance fafely be received. The 
truth is, we may fecurely give her all 
humane Attributes (not encroaching on 
the Divine) for fhe was in dignity above 
all, but God Himfelfe. Faith, and Cha- 
rity, the fulnefle of the Law, were in her 
at full. She was in an a<5Hve, and con- 
templative life, admirable. The tongue, 
efteemed the worft part in a woman, was 
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in her the beft ; which well might charme 
eares ; offend them, it could not. Her 
Soule weigh'd her Conceptions, and gave 
them a rayment of Vertues owne hiew ; 
for certainly fo cleere thoughts were ap- 
parelPd, in as faire words. She who both 
after her Conception, and at other times, 
is commended to us by the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, for laying up all Holy Sayings in 
her heart, can we imagine that fhe could 
fpeake amifle ? Neither could fhe commit 
any undecent aft, who liv'd in a Light to 
others inacceflible. They who maintaine 
that for a time the whole Militant Church 
was in her alone, have probability to backe 
them ; for I know not in whom elfe it 
could remaine, when his Apoftles, Difci- 
ples, Friends, Kindred, and all others for- 
fooke Christ, fhe onely excepted, who 
would not leave Him, Who from before 
His Birth had ftucke to her. I will con- 
clude with this Aflertion : That if ever the 
Soule of any mortall enjoyed here on earth, 
the embraces of her Heavenly Spouse, and 
tooke from Him a kifle, fweeter than all 
the Eafterne Odours, this was fhe. 





APOSTROPHE AUTHORIS. 

ND here, O Blefled Virgin! 
" J leave to difoourfe further 
" of thee, and direff myfpeech 
- to thee. O thou Eternall 
" Glory of thy Sexe! had the Queene of 
" Sheba feene thee, as Jhe did Salomon, 
"Jhee had not Jb foone beene delivered out 
" of the Trance into which her Admiration 
" cajl her. In thee flue might have dif- 
" covered all the perfeblions of which wo- 
" man kinde is capable, who wer't indeed 
" vertually thy Sexe. In thee Afpatia might 
" have found her Modefly ; Livia, her 
" Prudency ; Sulpitia, her Majeftie and 
"Gravity; Cornelia, her Patience; Lu- 
" cretia, her Chaflity ; Porcia, her Forti- 
"tude; Tanaquill, her Induflry ; Plau- 




<c tina, her Frugality ; and all thefe in 
€i eminency. But why talke I of the Hea- 
cc then to thee, who didft not onely outftrip 
" in manifold Vertues all the Femall, but 
" the Mafculine Saints them/elves? Thou 
" didft excell Abel in Jnnocency ; Abra- 
<c ham, in Faith ; Ifaac, in Obedience ; 
" David, in Gentleneje ; the Prophets and 
" Apoftles, in Piety; and the Martyrs, in 
" Patience. O thou whom Heaven would 
" have of the fame Conftancy, Purity, and 
" Sublimity with itfelfe, thou artfofarre 
"from having an equally that all thy fexe 
te cannot afford a worthy witnejfe of thy 
" Excellencies ! thou Mother of the true 
" Mofes, who never put on the yoke of 
Pharaoh, but flood free in the middeft of 
Egypt! Thou Rodde of Iefle, alwaies 
ftraighty who broughtft forth the Fruit 
of Life! thou wert here a terreftriall 
" Paradice, whereinto Serpent never en- 
"tred; on which Gods malediction was 
never imposed; and haft no doubt, now 
in the Cceleftiall Paradice a confpicuous 
feate above all the Angelicall Orders, 
" and next thy Glorifid Sonne Himfelfe. 
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<c For if Christ Promife to all His fellow 

"feeling Members, that iftheyfuffer with 

Him, they /hall raigne with Him ; if 

they dye with Him, they Jhall live with 

" Him ; what eminent place in Heaven 

"flialt thou have affigned thee, who in 

c< Soule didft fuffer for Him more, than all 

" His Martyrs? O thou bafhfuU Morne 

that didft precede and produce our S u n n e ! 

' Thou Circumfcription (if J may fo fay) 

of the Uncircumscribed ! Thou Roote 

to this Herbe of Grace! Thou Mother 

of our Creatour ! Thou Nurfe to Him 

€€ jy jyhom all things are fed I Thou Com- 

" prehender of the Incomprehensible ! 

" Thou Bearer of Him Whofe Word fuf 

" taines the Globes ! Thou who didft im- 

" part Fle/h to Him, Who wanted nothing 

" elfe ! Thou Sarah, thou Mother of many 

<c Nations, who broughtft forth our Ifaac, 

" our Laughter, whenajuft Sorrow con- 

cc ceiv'dfor a lojfe efteem'd irreparable had 

<c clouded this inferiour World ! O pardon, 

cc Gratious Princefle, my weake endeavours 

" to fumme up thy Value, which come as 

" fhort of thee, as my head does of Heaven. 
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" Nothing that is not itjelfe glorified, can 
cc exprejfe thy Glory to the height. Thou 
deferv'ft a <%uire of Queenes here, and 
another of Angels in Heaven tojingthy 
" Praifes. Were all the Earths Brood, 
the Droppes, the Sands of the Sea, and 
the Starres ^Heaven tongued, they could 
not all exprejfe thee Jo well, as a Jilent 
Extajie. I confejfe, O my Sweet eft Lady ! 
<c that now I havejaid all I can of thee, I 
" have but done like Timanthes, a great 
" Mafter in his Art, who being to exprejfe 
" the vaftnejfe of a Cyclops in ajmall ta- 
" ble, drew onely his Thumbe, by which the 
Jpeffators might judge of his large pro- 
portion. To give thee an eftimation an- 
"Jwerable to thy merit, is a thing impoj- 
Jible. J muft therefore be content to doe 
by thee, as the antient Heathen did by the 
" Images of their Gods ; on whqfe heads, 
when by reqfon of their height, they could 
not place the Crownes, offered to their 
Deities, they humbly layd them at their 
"feet:' 
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